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1. The acquis1  
 
The acquis in this chapter is substantial and represents about 10% of the total. It is based on Article 
70-80 EC and consists mainly of secondary legislation, i.e. several hundred regulations, directives 
and decisions covering, in particular: 
�� railways: the acquis has recently been extensively amended. Liberalisation of this sector will 

call for further opening of national markets; 
�� road transport: a vast area of social, technical, fiscal, safety and environmental requirements. 

Market integration is one of the most sensitive issues. 
�� air transport: issues of market access, safety and infrastructure organisation have to be 

addressed; 
�� maritime transport: enforcement of maritime safety acquis is a major a challenge. 
 
There is in all sectors an economic need to promote, develop and upgrade transport infrastructure in 
the candidate countries with the aid of EC financial assistance. On accession, the main 
infrastructures will form part of the enlarged trans-European transport network. As most countries 
have already completed the process of legislative adaptation, the main issue is that of monitoring, 
notably in the area of administrative capacity. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: June 2001 
Status: provisionally closed in June 2003 
Transitional arrangements: 
�� access of non-resident hauliers to the national road transport market of other Member States to 

be phased in gradually 
�� financial standing criterion for transport operators carrying out domestic transport services (until 

31 December 2010) 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 



 2

�� gradual increase of axle-load limits on national road network (until 31 December 2013) 
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 2000 on Bulgaria's application for membership of the European Union 
and the state of negotiations1, Parliament: 
�� Welcomes the agreement between Bulgaria and Romania on the construction of a new bridge 

over the Danube and urges the Commission to give the necessary support to the restoration of 
the navigability of the Danube. 

 
In its resolution of 5 September 2001 on Bulgaria's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations2, Parliament: 
�� Calls on the competent institutions of the European Union to ensure that where construction 

projects are undertaken a thorough and independent environmental impact assessment is carried 
out before any money is allocated or delivered from the funds and that the results of such 
assessments are acted upon; calls specifically on the European Union and the Bulgarian 
authorities to ensure that any construction undertaken in the Kresna Gorge in relation to the 
planned motorway is carried out under the strictest environmental conditions. 

 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Bulgaria3, Parliament: 
�� Requests that the performance of maritime safety administrative institutions must continue to be 

a priority and that efforts should be sustained in order to ensure that Bulgaria meets its objective 
of removing the Bulgarian flag from the blacklist of ships drawn up in the light of the Paris 
memorandum of 1982. 

 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission4 
 
Since last year’s Regular Report, Bulgaria has made good progress, in particular in the fields of 
road and maritime transport; some progress can also be recorded in the area of railways and 
aviation, while only limited progress can be reported in the area of inland waterways. Bulgaria 
continues to reinforce its administrative structures.  Bulgaria should focus further efforts on the 
reinforcement and strengthening of its administrative structures in order to ensure adequate 
administrative capacity for enforcement of the acquis and implementation of the investment plans. 
This implies the implementation of the acquis in the road and railway sectors, notably for their 
further liberalisation, and on the transposition and implementation of the acquis in the aviation 
sector. Continuous attention needs to be paid to strengthening the maritime safety authorities and 
their independence and to improving the maritime safety record. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Bulgaria was granted transitional 
arrangements on the financial standing criterion for transport operators carrying out domestic 
transport services (until 31 December 2010) and on a gradual increase of axle-load limits on the 
national road network (until 31 December 2013).  Bulgaria has agreed to a transitional arrangement 
put forward by the EU concerning gradual reciprocal access to the cabotage market in the road 
                                                 
1OJ No. C 178/2001 
2OJ No. C 072E/2002 
3 Minutes of the Pleanry Session 
4 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Bulgaria's progress towards accession 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_bg_final.pdf 
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haulage sector. Bulgaria is generally meeting the commitments it has made in the accession 
negotiations in this field. 
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