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1. The acquis1  
 
The environmental acquis is very extensive and mainly takes the form of directives. It covers 
environmental quality protection, polluting and other activities, production processes, procedures 
and procedural rights, as well as products. Quality standards are set for air, waste management, 
water, nature protection, industrial pollution control, chemicals and genetically-modified organisms, 
noise, nuclear safety and radiation protection. It also covers horizontal issues such as environmental 
impact assessments, access to information on the environment and combating climate change. The 
acquis is developing significantly: the new Environment Action Programme identifies four 
priorities - climate change, nature and bio-diversity, environment and health, natural resources and 
waste. 
 
Priority areas for the candidate countries in transposing the extensive acquis are: 
�� Community framework legislation; 
�� measures relating to international conventions to which the Community is party; 
�� reduction of global and transboundary pollution; 
�� nature protection legislation (to safeguard bio-diversity); 
�� measures ensuring the functioning of the internal market (e.g. product standards). 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: July 2001 
Status: Provisionally closed in June 2003 
Transitional arrangements: 
�� sulphur content of liquid fuels until 2011 
�� emissions of volatile organic compounds from storage of petrol until 2009 
�� recovery and recycling of packaging waste until 2011 
�� landfill of certain liquid wastes until 2014 
                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
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�� shipment of waste until 2009 
�� integrated pollution prevention and control until 2011 
�� treatment of urban waste water until 2014 
�� air pollution from large combustion plants until 2014 
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 2000 on Bulgaria's application for membership of the European Union 
and the state of negotiations1, Parliament: 
�� Is fully aware of the challenges presented by environmental deterioration in Bulgaria and the 

costs of rehabilitation, and calls for exploration of all funding possibilities by Commission, 
Council and Parliament, as environmental problems have far-reaching consequences for health, 
agricultural sustainability and the economy. 

 
In its resolution of 5 September 2001 on Bulgaria's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations2, Parliament: 
�� Notes that negotiations on the environment chapter with Bulgaria are only just beginning; calls 

for any transition periods to be kept to a minimum, and for the establishment of intermediate 
targets; calls furthermore for careful monitoring of progress; 

�� Considers it regrettable, following the clear policy laid down by DG Environment that candidate 
countries should not ask for transition periods for the transposition, implementation and 
enforcement of nature protection legislation, that some candidate countries including Bulgaria, 
are still trying to negotiate transition periods in this area; urges the Commission to stand firm in 
the negotiations. 

 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Bulgaria3, Parliament: 
�� Calls on Bulgaria to ensure effective transposition and implementation of EU environmental 

legislation; calls on the Commission to give more emphasis to capacity-building in the 
environmental field; 

�� Expects the Commission to ensure that EU-funded priority infrastructure projects undertaken by 
the Bulgarian Government are in full compliance with EU environmental legislation and the 
Bern Convention on the conservation of European wildlife and natural habitats; moreover 
encourages the Bulgarian authorities, in the construction of the Struma motorway, to seriously 
consider an alternative which would preserve the Kresna gorge site. 

 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission4 
 
Since the last Regular Report, Bulgaria has continued to make progress in transposing the 
environmental acquis, and has recorded good progress in preparing and taking practical measures to 
implement legislation, including the preparation of implementation plans for certain directives and 
the necessary increases in administrative capacity. Bulgaria has achieved a generally good level of 
legislative alignment, but full implementation and the availability of budgetary resources still pose a 
major challenge, although Bulgaria has started to take measures to improve its administrative 
                                                 
1OJ No. C 178/2001 
2OJ No. C 072E/2002 
3 Minutes of the Pleanry Session 
4 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Bulgaria's progress towards accession 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_bg_final.pdf 
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capacities. The cost of alignment still poses a major challenge. Bulgaria is generally meeting the 
commitments it has made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
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