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1. The acquis1  
 
The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is not equipped with the legal instruments 
that exist for other policies. It uses instruments such as joint actions, common positions and 
declarations, as well as the conclusions of the Council and European Council.  
 
As most of the acquis in this chapter pertains to intergovernmental cooperation, no transposition 
into the national legal order of the candidate countries is necessary. As Member States, they will 
have to undertake to give active and unconditional support to the implementation of the CFSP in a 
spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity. Member States must ensure that national policies conform to 
the common positions and defend the latter in international fora.  
 
All candidates have accepted the acquis and there is a good level of alignment to the basic 
principles. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: first half of 2000  
Status: provisionally closed in first half of 2000  
Transitional arrangements: none  
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 2001 on Bulgaria's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations2, Parliament: 
                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
2 OJ No. C 072E/2002 
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�� Continues to hold the view that Bulgaria is an important factor in regional stability and 
recognises its positive contribution during the Kosovo crisis, its mature approach to the troubles 
in FYROM, and it's continuing efforts in furthering cooperation in south-eastern Europe; notes, 
in this context, the ongoing military reforms and the strong support in Bulgaria for future 
membership of NATO; 

�� Notes that Bulgaria has been a major supporter of EU policy in the region and an active 
participant in the Stability Pact for south-eastern Europe; notes also that Bulgaria, along with 
other countries in the region, has expressed concerns about the efficiency and functioning of the 
Stability Pact and considers that it is due for review and reform. 

 
In its resolution of 13 June 2002 on the state of enlargement negotiations1, Parliament 
�� Commends Bulgaria for the continuing part it is playing in ensuring stability in the region, 

notably its contribution to KFOR and SFOR; recognises the role Bulgaria has been playing in 
the fight against terrorism in the post-September 11 environment, for example, in its 
contribution to the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. 

 
In its resolution of 20 November 2002 on the progress made by each of the candidate countries 
towards accession2, Parliament 
�� Commends Bulgaria for the role that it has been playing in the fight against terrorism, for 

example through its contribution to the ISAF mission in Afghanistan and its offer to take part in 
other military actions; commends Bulgaria as a factor in regional stability, notably through its 
continuing contribution to Kfor and Sfor; endorses Bulgaria's participation in NATO's 
Membership Action Plan; recalls Bulgaria's recent successful chairing of the UN Security 
Council and notes that Bulgaria will chair the OSCE in 2004; notes the steps that Bulgaria has 
taken to improve border security and the customs regime, but emphasises that more needs to be 
done to tackle corruption at border posts and to combat trafficking in people. 

 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Bulgaria3, Parliament: 
�� Welcomes Bulgaria's expected entry into the NATO alliance by mid-2004 and the Bulgarian 

chairmanship-in-office of the OSCE in 2004; regards Bulgaria as a major pillar of stability in 
south-eastern Europe. 

 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission4 
 
Since the last Regular Report, Bulgaria has continued to make steady progress in aligning with the 
CFSP acquis. Bulgaria’s overall level of alignment remains satisfactory. Bulgaria is generally 
meeting the commitments it has made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
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1 OJ  261 E/2003 
2 OJ 025 E/2004 
3 Minutes of the Pleanry Session 
4 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Bulgaria's progress towards accession 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_bg_final.pdf 


