
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 
 

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR RESEARCH 
DIRECTORATE A 

DIVISION FOR INTERNATIONAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 
 
 

FACTSHEET 
 
   
CYPRUS      Chapter 27 - Common Foreign and Security Policy 
 
 
1. The acquis1 
 
The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is not equipped with the legal 
instruments that exist for other policies. It uses instruments such as joint actions, common 
positions and declarations, as well as the conclusions of the Council and European Council.  
 
As most of the acquis in this chapter pertains to intergovernmental cooperation, no transposition 
into the national legal order of the candidate countries is necessary. As Member States, they will 
have to undertake to give active and unconditional support to the implementation of the CFSP in 
a spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity. Member States must ensure that national policies 
conform to the common positions and defend the latter in international fora. 
 
All candidates have accepted the acquis and there is a good level of alignment to the basic 
principles. 
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The negotiations have been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. There are no transitional arrangements.  
 
 

Chapter opened: first half of 1998  
Status:   Closed December 2002 (provisionally closed in first half of 2000)  
Transitional arrangements: none  
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm


 
3. Latest Assessment by the European Commission1 
 
In its 1999 Regular Report, the Commission stated that Cyprus had continued to orient its 
foreign and security policy towards the EU, was striving to contribute to regional stability in the 
framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue and had established strong cooperation with its 
Mediterranean neighbours. 
 
Since 1999, Cyprus has made steady progress in aligning with the CFSP acquis; its legislative 
alignment is in general satisfactory at this stage and the administrative structures are in place. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Cyprus has not requested any 
transitional arrangements in this area. Cyprus is generally meeting the commitments it has made 
in the accession negotiations in this domain. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Cyprus's efforts now need to focus on 
ensuring that its foreign policy remains in line with the Union's developing foreign and security 
policy, adopting the legislation on economic sanctions and finalising the development of the 
necessary administrative structure. 
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1 European Commission, Regular Report on Cyprus 2002, p. 112: 
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