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1. The acquis 1 
 
The acquis covers areas such as border control, illegal migration, drugs trafficking, money 
laundering, organised crime, police and judicial cooperation, data protection and mutual 
recognition of court judgements. It is important that the candidate countries' administrative 
capacity meets adequate and acceptable standards, and that an independent, reliable and efficient 
judiciary and police organisation is established by the date of accession. 
 
Although the Schengen acquis is one of the most visible components of the acquis in this 
chapter, accession will not lead to an immediate lifting of internal border controls between old 
and new Member States, as this will be the subject of a separate Council decision to be taken 
unanimously at a later stage on the basis of the readiness of the new members. All the candidate 
countries have prepared a Schengen Implementation Action Plan.   
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and  remains open with Bulgaria and Romania.  
No transitional periods or derogations have been requested. The accession treaty to be signed 
with the ten countries that have concluded the negotiations will contain a safeguard clause as 
regards judicial cooperation in civil and criminal matters: in case of inadequate transposition or 
implementation of  any parts of the relevant acquis during the first three years after accession, 
the application of these provisions may be temporarily suspended in respect of new member 
states and such safeguard measures will run until the deficiencies are remedied. 
 
 Chapter opened May 2000  
 Status   Closed December 2002 (provisionally closed in December 2001) 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm


 Transitional arrangements: none 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of  4 October 20001, Parliament draws urgent attention to the problems of sex 
tourism, child prostitution and trafficking in women in the border area between Germany and 
the Czech Republic and calls on the Commission and the Czech government to take effective 
action to combat such problems. 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20012, Parliament: 
 
�� acknowledges the existence of specific legislation outlawing trafficking in, and violence 

against, women, whilst noting nonetheless that compliance with that legislation remains 
inadequate; calls on the Czech Government to employ every means at its disposal to combat 
trafficking in, and violence against, women; 

�� points out to the Czech Republic that it must take more far-reaching steps as soon as 
possible to improve its border control capacity by undertaking structural changes in its 
border management, since the Czech Republic is increasingly a transit country and 
destination for illegal immigration; 

��  reminds the Czech Republic, in this context,  that the new act on the residence of aliens 
only partly transposes the Schengen acquis; 

 
In its resolution of 13 June 20023, Parliament commends the activities of the Czech Republic in 
fighting corruption and economic crime by strengthening the police and prosecutors' services in 
these areas.  
 
In its resolution of 20 November 20024, Parliament calls on the new Czech Government to 
continue the fight against corruption in government departments and the judiciary; draws 
particular attention to the Commission's recommendations in its latest Regular Report on the 
Czech Republic. 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the European Commission 5 
 

In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that the Czech Republic was well placed to 
meet the requirements of the justice and home affairs acquis, provided due attention was paid to 
developing the expertise of the police and judiciary, and to the fight against drugs and organised 
crime. The Commission added that an important priority was improving border management 
and bringing migration flows under control. 
 
Since the Opinion, the Czech Republic has made notable progress in developing consistent 
multidisciplinary strategies, reforming the different law enforcement agencies and improving 
their functioning. The only notable exception to this success, despite recent improvements, 

                                                 
1 Resolution on the state of negotiations with the Czech Republic, § 11:  A5-0245/2000 
2 Resolution on the state of negotiations with the Czech Republic, §. 21, 28 & 29: A5-0255/2001 
3 Resolution on the state of the enlargement negotiations, § 49: A5-0190/2002 
4 Resolution on the progress of the candidate countries towards accession, § 51: A5-0371/2002 
 
5 European Commission, Regular Report on the Czech Republic, p.118: 
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http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/cz_en.pdf 

http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=6&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=041000&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO00|NUMERO@245|YEAR@00|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=001004
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=12&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=050901&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO01|NUMERO@255|YEAR@01|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=010905
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=10&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=130602&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@190|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=020613
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=201102&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@371|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=021120
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/cz_en.pdf


remains its capacity to address the phenomenon of corruption and white collar crime. At present, 
the Czech Republic has nearly completed its legal alignment with the acquis. 
 
Negotiations on the chapter have been provisionally closed. The Czech Republic has not 
requested any transitional arrangements. The Czech Republic is generally meeting the 
commitments it has made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, the Czech Republic's efforts now need to 
focus on further improving its implementing and management capacities, as well as the human 
and material resources of its law enforcement agencies and judiciary, and on meeting the 
practical requirements of Schengen. In particular, efforts should focus on ensuring the 
implementation of its reform of the judicial system and of its Schengen Action Plan according to 
the announced time schedule and on strengthening the fight against fraud, corruption and organised 
crime. 
 
 
 
 
January 2003 
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