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1. The acquis 1 
 
The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is not equipped with the legal 
instruments that exist for other policies. It uses instruments such as joint actions, common 
positions and declarations, as well as the conclusions of the Council and European Council.  
 
As most of the acquis in this chapter pertains to intergovernmental cooperation, no transposition 
into the national legal order of the candidate countries is necessary. As Member States, they will 
have to undertake to give active and unconditional support to the implementation of the CFSP in 
a spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity. Member States must ensure that national policies 
conform to the common positions and defend the latter in international fora. 
 
 All candidates have accepted the acquis and there is a good level of alignment to the basic 
principles. 
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. There are no transitional arrangements. 
 
 Chapter opened: first half of 1998  
 Status:  Closed December 2002 (provisionally closed in first half of 2000)  
 Transitional arrangements: none 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement: 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 
 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm


3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 20001, Parliament underlines the importance of further 
strengthening cooperation between all countries of the Baltic Sea area; congratulates Estonia on 
its contribution to the development of regional cooperation as a member of the Council of the 
Baltic Sea States. 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20012, Parliament: 
�� supports Estonia's efforts to become fully integrated into Euro-Atlantic security structures 

and stresses Estonia's right to determine its security policy independently; 
�� looks forward to Estonia's full participation in the Common Foreign and Security Policy; is 

convinced, not least in the light of Estonia's present and past active participation in the UN's 
peace-keeping activities, that Estonia can make an important contribution to the EU's 
efforts, in accordance with the Treaty, to strengthen the Union's security, preserve peace 
and enhance international security, promote international cooperation and develop and 
stabilise democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights. 

 
In its resolution of 13 June 20023, Parliament encourages further cooperation between the Baltic 
states and within the entire Baltic Sea region; welcomes recent efforts by Estonia and Russia to 
enhance their bilateral relationship and hopes that this will lead to the considerable potential for 
mutual beneficial cooperation that exists in most areas, including in the area of security in the 
widest sense, being exploited much more effectively than hitherto. 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the European Commission  4 
 
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that Estonia was well placed to effectively fulfil 
its obligations in this field. 
 
Since the Opinion, Estonia has made steady progress in aligning with the CFSP acquis; its 
alignment is in general satisfactory at this stage and administrative structures are in place.  
 
The negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Estonia has not requested any 
transitional arrangements in this area.. Estonia is generally meeting the commitments it made in 
the accession negotiations in this domain. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Estonia's efforts now need to focus on 
ensuring that its foreign policy orientation remains in line with the Union's developing foreign 
and security policy, adopting the legislation on economic sanctions and finalising the 
development of the necessary administrative structures. In particular, Estonia should ensure that 
its national policies and practice conform to the EU's common positions, should defend these 
positions in international fora, and should ensure that all sanctions and restrictive measures can 
be duly implemented. 
 

                                                 
1 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Estonia, § 17: A5-0238/2000 
2 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Estonia, § 29 & 30: A5-0251/2001 
3 Resolution on the state of the enlargement negotiations, § 66: A5-0190/2002 
 
4 European Commission, Regular Report on Estonia 2002, p.112 & 113: 
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http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/ee_en.pdf 

http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=2&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=041000&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO00|NUMERO@238|YEAR@00|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=001004
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=8&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=050901&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO01|NUMERO@251|YEAR@01|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=010905
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=10&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=130602&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@190|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=020613
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/ee_en.pdf
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