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1. The acquis 1 
 
The main element is the 'Television without Frontiers' Directive, which establishes the legal 
frame of reference for the free movement of television broadcasting services in the Union in 
order to promote the development of  a European market in broadcasting and related services. 
The directive provides for the Community coordination of national legislation relating to: 
 
�� the law applicable to television broadcasts; 
�� promoting the production and distribution of European works; 
�� access of the public to major (sports) events; 
�� TV advertising and sponsorship; 
�� protection of minors; 
�� the right of reply. 
 
It also envisaged that the candidate countries will participate in the MEDIA plus and Culture 
2000 programmes, although these are not covered by the negotiations. The Media Programme 
(2001-2005) aims at strengthening the competitiveness of the European audiovisual industry by 
supporting the training of professionals, the development of production projects, distribution 
and promotion of cinematographic works and audiovisual programmes. Culture 2000 supports 
artistic and cultural projects with a European dimension.  
 
  
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. No transitional arrangements have been requested. 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm


     Chapter opened: November 1998  
     Status:   Closed December 2002 (provisionally closed in July 2002)  
     Transitional arrangements: none  
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 20001, Parliament urges the Hungarian Government and 
Opposition to solve without delay the problem of the balance between the various political and 
party forces within the governing body of the state television company.  
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20012, Parliament calls for the opposition parties to be 
adequately represented on the boards of the public media. 
 
In its resolution of 13 June 20023, Parliament hopes that the new parliament will find an 
appropriate solution to the problem of representation on the National Radio and Television 
Commission, the independence of which is vital in order to guarantee that information will be 
unbiased and credible and to consolidate the role of the media in a democratic society; urges the 
Hungarian authorities to increase their efforts to secure adoption of the pending Media Law, so 
as to align Hungarian and EU law in the audiovisual field. 
 
In its resolution of 20 November 20024, Parliament notes that the law on the media has been 
adopted, thus enabling the audio-visual policy chapter to be closed; points, however, to the 
continuing need to promote media pluralism and freedom so as to help democratic institutions 
operate properly and civil society to develop in a balanced way; calls on the Hungarian 
Government, therefore, to intensify the efforts to fully harmonise Hungarian legislation with the 
acquis communautaire. 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the  European Commission  

                                                

5 
 
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that, provided that progress towards legislative 
alignment - accompanied by the necessary structural adaptations - was pursued, Hungary should 
be able to meet EC requirements in the audio-visual sector within a few years. 
 
Since the Opinion, Hungary has made significant progress, especially this year. Hungary's 
legislative alignment is now well advanced. The necessary administrative structures are in place. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Hungary has not requested any 
transitional arrangements in this area. Hungary is generally meeting the commitments it has 
made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
 

 
1 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Hungary, § 6: A5-0248/2000 
2 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Hungary, § 10: A5-0257/2001 
3 Resolution on the state of the enlargement negotiations, §  78: A5-0190/2002 
4 Resolution on the progress of the candidate countries towards accession, § 72: A5-0371/2002 
 
5 European Commission, Regular Report on Hungary 2002, p.99: 
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http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/hu_en.pdf 

http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=8&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=041000&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO00|NUMERO@248|YEAR@00|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=001004
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=14&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=050901&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO01|NUMERO@257|YEAR@01|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=010905
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=10&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=130602&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@190|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=020613
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/hu_en.pdf


In order to complete preparations for membership, Hungary should focus on ensuring effective 
regulation of the sector and completing the final legislative adjustments necessary to be fully in 
line with the acquis. 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2003 
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