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1. The acquis 1 
 
The acquis under this chapter consists of regulations, which do not require transposition into 
national legislation. However, the applicant countries are encouraged to introduce legislation 
before accession to prepare the administration and the operators in this sector for participation in 
the Common Fisheries Policy and to provide for implementation of the acquis on accession.  
 
Although it does not prescribe a specific administrative structure, the acquis lays down detailed 
requirements in terms of the tasks to be carried out and the ways and means to be used in the 
areas of market policy, conservation, inspection and control of resources, and fleet registration.  
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. Specific transitional arrangements have been requested by Latvia, Malta and Poland. 
 
     Chapter opened: October 2000  
     Status: closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in October 2001) 
     Transitional arrangements and derogations: 
 

�� Latvia has requested a derogatory regime for certain waters (a specific conservation 
regime in the Gulf of Riga); 

�� Requests other than transitional arrangements: Latvia has requested the inclusion of 
further species in the regulation on the common market organisation (Baltic sprat). 

 
As regards Latvia's request for a specific management regime in the entire Gulf of Riga, and in 
the light of the scientific information provided by Latvia concerning the particular situation of 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 
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that area, the EU has proposed to include Regulation (EC) 88/98 in the list of acts requiring 
adaptation by reason of accession. The adaptation to Regulation (EC) 88/98 shall be drawn up 
during the interim period in conformity with the following guidelines to be specified in the 
relevant Annex to the Accession Treaty: 

�� the engine power of the vessels authorised to fish in the Gulf of Riga must not exceed 
221 kW; 

�� the vessels authorised to fish in the Gulf of Riga will be included on a list; 
�� the list shall be established in order to ensure that the overall fishing capacity, measured 

in engine power (kW), shall not exceed that observed in a period representative of the 
current level of activity in the Gulf of Riga. 

 
These technical measures for conservation will be non-discriminatory and will be applied in the 
entire Gulf of Riga. The general principles (relative stability, exclusive Community 
competence) and a general methodology for determining the access to resources still have to be 
agreed. 
 
 
3. Latest Assessment by the European Commission  

                                                

1 
  
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that the process of modernisation and acquis 
implementation would require significant efforts and that in the medium term the fishery sector 
did not appear to pose any major problem. 
 
Since the opinion, Latvia has made progress, in particular in terms of legislative alignment in 
the field of resource management, inspection and control. Latvia's legislation has been aligned 
to a reasonable extent, although there are gaps notably as regards structural actions and market 
policy. The administrative structures have been partially established. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Latvia has been granted a specific 
management regime for the entire Gulf of Riga, and the inclusion of sprat (Sprattus sprattus) of 
the Baltic Region into the list of species that are subject to management measures under the 
Common Fisheries Policy. Latvia has not requested any transitional arrangements. Latvia is 
generally meeting the commitments it has made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Latvia's efforts now need to focus on further 
reinforcing administrative capacity and ensuring sufficient funding. Further efforts are needed to 
complete alignment, notably concerning structural actions (vessel registration and safety 
requirements) and market policy (regulations on marketing of fishery and aquaculture products). 
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1 European Commission, Regular Report on Latvia 2002, p. 74: 
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