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1. The acquis 1 
 
The acquis in this chapter does not require transposition into national legislation or any 
particular implementation and enforcement measures. It consists of general industrial 
competitiveness policy guidelines at horizontal and sector-specific level. These are not legally 
binding on the Member States. Many of the ECSC-based provisions  are no longer applicable 
and the Treaty has expired.  
 
In the negotiations, the candidates have been asked to present industrial policy and restructuring 
strategies in order to assess whether they are in line with the principles, particularly regarding 
privatisation and restructuring, set out in the Council decision on the implementation of a 
Community Action Programme to Strengthen the Competitiveness of European Industry 
(94/413/EC). 
 
Industrial policy is closely linked to the chapters on free movement of goods, competition policy 
and social policy and employment.   
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. No transitional arrangements have been requested. 
 
     Chapter opened: second half of 2000  
     Status: closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in second half of 2000) 
     Transitional arrangements: none 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm


 
3. Latest Assessment by the European Commission  

                                                

1  
 
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that Latvia would be able to cope with 
integration into the EU in this area, provided that it strengthened measures to foster domestic 
capital formation and continued to encourage positive trends in privatisation, enterprise 
restructuring and attracting foreign direct investment. 
 
Since the Opinion, Latvia has continued to make good progress in most areas, and Latvia's 
policy towards industry generally complies with the concepts and principles of EC industrial 
policy, i.e. it is market-based, stable and predictable.  
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Latvia has not requested any 
transitional arrangements. Latvia is generally meeting the commitments it has made in the 
accession negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Latvia's efforts now need to focus on further 
implementing the principles set out in its industrial strategy and co-ordinating its administrative 
structures, as well as further enhancing competitiveness in the enterprise sector so as to achieve 
full integration into the Single Market. 
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1 European Commission, Regular Report on Latvia 2002, pp. 92 & 93: 
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http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/lv_en.pdf 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/lv_en.pdf

