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1. The acquis 1 
 
The acquis under this chapter is not in itself problematic, and all countries have accepted it. In 
general terms there is a good level of alignment to basic principles. The main issue is whether 
the candidate countries are able to produce accurate and harmonised data in a permanent and 
sustainable way. The quality of statistics depends very much on the general administrative 
capacity of a country, on the performance of its public service and on the ability to recruit and 
retain qualified staff. Statistical cooperation with the candidate countries has been increasing in 
recent years, bilaterally with Eurostat, and also in the framework of international organisations 
such as the UN, IMF and OECD.  
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. There are no transitional arrangements. 
 

Chapter opened: October 2000  
Status: closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in December 2000) 
Transitional arrangements: none  

 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20012, Parliament welcomes the completed adjustment of 
statistical methods to those of the European Union, which now enables Malta to determine the 
scale of post-accession structural aid which will be due. 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 
2 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Malta, § 21: A5-0262/2001 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=010905&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&SDOCTA=19&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1


In its resolution of 13 June 20021, Parliament welcomes the substantial improvement in 
administrative capacity the areas of statistics and financial control; calls on the Government to 
extend these efforts to cover every administrative sphere, in particular by implementing 
restructuring and training measures. 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the European Commission 2 
 
In the 1999 update of its Opinion, the Commission concluded that Malta still had some way to 
go to meet the requirements of the European Statistical System. 
 
Since the 1999 update of the Opinion, Malta has made considerable progress in adopting the 
acquis, in particular with the adoption of the new Statistics Authority Act of 2000 which takes 
account of the relevant statistical acquis and is based on a detailed programme of harmonisation 
prepared already in 1999. Malta has been incorporated into the data collection mechanism of the 
European Statistical System. Malta is largely in line with the acquis and its administrative 
capacity in this area is broadly satisfactory. 
 
 Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Malta has not requested any 
transitional arrangements. Malta is generally meeting the commitments it has made in the 
accession negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Malta’s efforts now need to focus on 
ensuring the implementation of the European System of Account (ESA 95) methodology and 
the full functioning of INTRASTAT at the date of accession. 
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1 Resolution on the state of enlargement negotiations, §  113: A5-0190/2002 
2 European Commission, Regular Report on Malta 2002, pp. 66 & 67: 
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http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/ml_en.pdf 

http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=10&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=130602&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@190|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=020613
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/ml_en.pdf

