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1. The acquis 1 
 
Education, training and youth is primarily the responsibility of the Member States. The 
Community acquis consists of a 1977 Directive (Education of the children of migrant workers), 
action programmes and relevant Conclusions, Resolutions or Declarations of the Council, or of 
the Council and Ministers of Education meeting within the Council, on various issues such as 
equality of opportunity, illiteracy, safety in schools, facilities for minorities etc. Two bodies 
have also been set up: CEDEFOP and the European Training Foundation. 
 
The European Commission considers that the twelve negotiating candidate countries have taken 
due account of the need to ensure effective implementation of the Directive on the education of 
the children of migrant workers by the time of accession. Cooperation with the EU is well 
established in the framework of the Europe Agreements. The candidate countries have adopted 
appropriate legislation and have set up a National Agency in order to enable them to participate 
in the relevant Community programmes. Participation in education, training and youth 
programmes should enhance the effective implementation of the acquis and provide good 
preparation for accession.  
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. There are no transitional arrangements. 
 
     Chapter opened second half of 1998  
     Status   closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in October 1998) 
     Transitional arrangements: none 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm


 
3. Latest Assessment by the European Commission 1 
 

In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that no major problems were to be expected in 
this field. 
 
 Since the Opinion, Poland has achieved steady progress, including with regard to its 
participation in the relevant Community programmes. A high level of alignment with the acquis 
has been achieved and the administrative capacity is broadly in place. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Poland has not requested any 
transitional arrangement in this field. Poland is generally meeting the commitments it has made 
in the accession negotiations in this domain. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Poland’s efforts now need to focus on 
ensuring an appropriate administrative capacity to implement the acquis in this area and more 
broadly on implementing its education reform. 
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1 European Commission, Regular Report on Poland  2002, pp. 99 & 100: 
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 http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/pl_en.pdf 
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