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1. The acquis 1 
 
The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is not equipped with the legal 
instruments that exist for other policies. It uses instruments such as joint actions, common 
positions and declarations, as well as the conclusions of the Council and European Council.  
 
As most of the acquis in this chapter pertains to intergovernmental cooperation, no transposition 
into the national legal order of the candidate countries is necessary. As Member States, they will 
have to undertake to give active and unconditional support to the implementation of the CFSP in 
a spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity. Member States must ensure that national policies 
conform to the common positions and defend the latter in international fora. 
 
 All candidates have accepted the acquis and there is a good level of alignment to the basic 
principles. 
 
 
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and provisionally closed with Bulgaria and 
Romania. There are no transitional arrangements. 
 
     Chapter opened: first half of 1998 
     Status: closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in first half of 2000) 
     Transitional arrangements: none 
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1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement 
 http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm


3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20011, Parliament welcomes the Commission's Communication 
on Kaliningrad (COM(2001) 26) and the subsequent discussions on Kaliningrad, not least under 
the framework of the Action Plan for the Northern Dimension, in the external and cross-border 
policies of the European Union 2000-2003, which together recognise the "unique part" that 
Kaliningrad plays in the strategic trilateral relationship between the EU, the applicant countries 
(notably Poland and Lithuania) and Russia; regrets, however, that the Council has yet to 
announce the adoption of more concrete measures....; 
 
In its resolution of 13 June 20022, Parliament welcomes the international initiatives by the 
President of Poland and Polish diplomats to help fight terrorism (Conferences of the Presidents 
of the CEECs in November 2001 and the follow-up thereto) and the fact that Poland is taking an 
active part in the regional cooperation forums (Visegrad, Council of Baltic Sea States and the 
Central European Initiative), supporting the positions adopted by the Union under the CFSP and 
treating good relations with its eastern neighbours as a priority, which is finding expression in 
the closer political and economic cooperation with Russia and Ukraine that may prefigure the 
eastern dimension of the enlarged Union. 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the European Commission  3 
 
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that it was expected that Poland as a member 
could effectively fulfil its obligations in this field. 
 
 Since the Opinion, Poland has made good progress in the field. Poland's alignment with the 
acquis in the CFSP is overall satisfactory and significant efforts have been made to ensure that 
the appropriate administrative capacity will be in place by accession. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed and Poland has not requested any 
transitional arrangements. Poland is generally meeting the commitments made in the accession 
negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership Poland's efforts now need to focus on 
ensuring its foreign policy orientation remains in line with the Union's developing foreign and 
security policy, adopting the legislation on economic sanctions and finalising the development 
of the necessary administrative structures. 
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1 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Poland, §15 & 16: A5-0254/2001 
2 Resolution on the state of the enlargement negotiations, § 126: A5-0190/2002 
3 European Commission, Regular Report on Poland  2002, p.130: 
 http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/pl_en.pdf 

WIP/2002/11/0254 2
 

http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=11&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=050901&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO01|NUMERO@254|YEAR@01|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=010905
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=10&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=130602&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO02|NUMERO@190|YEAR@02|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=020613
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/pl_en.pdf

