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1. The acquis1  
 
The acquis in this chapter covers company law in the strict sense as well as the regulation replacing 
the Brussels Convention on jurisdiction and the enforcement of judgements in civil and commercial 
matters and the Rome Convention on the law applicable to contractual obligations.  
 
The main issues are: the protection of industrial property rights for pharmaceutical products within 
an enlarged Union; enforcement of industrial property rights, in particular in the fight against piracy 
and counterfeiting; Community trademark (CTM), for which the Union has proposed an automatic 
extension of the existing CTM to the territory of the candidate countries. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: March 2001  
Status: provisionally closed in December 2001  
Transitional arrangements:  

�� Romania has accepted the EU's proposal on pharmaceutical products and Community 
Trademark  

 
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Romania2, Parliament: 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
2 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
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�� ...calls on the Romanian Government to put particular emphasis on improving implementation 
and enforcement in the areas of competition, company law, agriculture, fisheries, transport and 
justice and home affairs. 

 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission1 
 
Since the last Regular Report Romania has made progress in the field of company law as such. As 
regards the protection of industrial and intellectual property rights only limited progress can be 
recorded (accession to the European Patent Convention and the adoption of legislation on industrial 
design). Romania should focus further efforts on ensuring correct implementation of the acquis on 
company law, in particular as concerns basic functions of the trade registers. New accountancy 
standards have been introduced, but there are neither enough sufficiently qualified accountants to 
implement the legislation nor mechanisms to enforce it. Further alignment with the acquis on 
intellectual property rights should be pursued. Piracy and counterfeiting remain a serious problem 
and the enforcement of intellectual and industrial property rights is a particular concern. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Romania has not requested any 
transitional arrangements in this area. Special transitional rules will apply in relation to 
pharmaceutical product patents: involving the non-applicability of Community exhaustion to certain 
exports from Romania; the granting of supplementary protection certificates for medicinal and plant 
protection products; and the extension of registered or pending Community trademarks to the 
territory of Romania. Romania is generally meeting the commitments and requirements arising 
from the accession negotiations on this chapter. 
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1 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


