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1. The acquis1 
 
The acquis under this chapter consists of regulations, which do not require transposition into 
national legislation. However, the applicant countries are encouraged to introduce legislation before 
accession to prepare the administration and the operators in this sector for participation in the 
Common Fisheries Policy and to provide for implementation of the acquis on accession.  
 
Although it does not prescribe a specific administrative structure, the acquis lays down detailed 
requirements in terms of the tasks to be carried out and the ways and means to be used in the areas 
of market policy, conservation, inspection and control of resources, and fleet registration. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: May 2001  
Status: provisionally closed in June 2001  
Transitional arrangements: none  
 
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Romania2, Parliament: 
�� ...calls on Romania to focus its efforts for legislative alignment in particular on the areas of free 

movement of services, competition policy, fisheries, taxation and regional policy; 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
2Minutes of the Plenary Session 
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�� ...calls on the Romanian Government to put particular emphasis on improving implementation 
and enforcement in the areas of competition, company law, agriculture, fisheries, transport and 
justice and home affairs. 

 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission1 
 
Over the past year, only limited progress has taken place in the fisheries sector. While Romania’s 
legislation is broadly in line with the acquis, there have been delays in the implementation of agreed 
measures, in particular on the fishing vessel register. The competencies of the institutions involved 
in this sector need to be clarified, administrative capacity should be considerably reinforced and 
staffing increased. A database on fisheries statistics remains to be set up. Action should also be 
taken to redress the discriminatory elements of the recently introduced state aid support scheme for 
the Danube Delta fisheries. Romania is partially meeting the commitments and requirements arising 
from the accession negotiations. 
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1 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


