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1. The acquis1  
 
The acquis in this chapter is substantial and represents about 10% of the total. It is based on Article 
70-80 EC and consists mainly of secondary legislation, i.e. several hundred regulations, directives 
and decisions covering, in particular: 
�� railways: the acquis has recently been extensively amended. Liberalisation of this sector will 

call for further opening of national markets; 
�� road transport: a vast area of social, technical, fiscal, safety and environmental requirements. 

Market integration is one of the most sensitive issues; 
�� air transport: issues of market access, safety and infrastructure organisation have to be 

addressed; 
�� maritime transport: enforcement of maritime safety acquis is a major challenge. 
 
There is in all sectors an economic need to promote, develop and upgrade transport infrastructure in 
the candidate countries with the aid of EC financial assistance. On accession, the main 
infrastructures will form part of the enlarged trans-European transport network. As most countries 
have already completed the process of legislative adaptation, the main issue is that of monitoring, 
notably in the area of administrative capacity. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: June 2001 
Status: provisionally closed in December 2003 
Transitional arrangements: 
�� access of non-resident hauliers to the national road transport market of other Member States to 

be phased in gradually 
�� gradual increase of vehicle taxes for certain vehicles used in domestic transport (until 31 

December 2010) 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
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�� gradual increase of axle-load limits on national secondary road network (until 31 December 
2013) 

 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 20 November 2002 on the progress made by each of the candidate countries 
towards accession1, Parliament: 
�� ...; believes that accelerating privatisation and increased transparency are of the utmost 

importance, particularly in the sectors of agriculture, energy, transport and communication, as 
further measures towards freeing up the business sector and reducing state control. 

 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on Romania's progress towards accession2, Parliament: 
�� Affirms that enhancing the performance of the administrative institutions responsible for 

maritime safety must continue to be a priority and that efforts should be sustained to ensure that 
Romania meets its objective of removing the Romanian flag from the Paris blacklist of ships by 
the date of accession. 

 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission3 
 
Since the last Regular Report, Romania has continued to make progress with the transposition of 
the transport acquis and with the establishment of the required administrative structures. While 
Romania has achieved a satisfactory level of alignment with the acquis, it should focus further 
attention on developing institutions able to enforce the new legislation. It should give priority to 
defining a realistic strategy for securing the funding to make the heavy investments required by the 
acquis. 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2004 

                                                 
1 Official Journal Ce 025 E/2004 
2 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
3 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


