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1. The acquis1  
 
The acquis in this chapter does not require transposition into national legislation or any particular 
implementation and enforcement measures. It consists of general industrial competitiveness policy 
guidelines at horizontal and sector-specific level. These are not legally binding on the Member 
States. Many of the ECSC-based provisions are no longer applicable and the Treaty has expired.  
 
In the negotiations, the candidates have been asked to present industrial policy and restructuring 
strategies in order to assess whether they are in line with the principles, particularly regarding 
privatisation and restructuring, set out in the Council decision on the implementation of a 
Community Action Programme to Strengthen the Competitiveness of European Industry 
(94/413/EC).  
 
Industrial policy is closely linked to the chapters on free movement of goods, competition policy 
and social policy and employment.  
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: second half of 2002  
Status: provisionally closed in July 2002  
Transitional arrangements: none 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 
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3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 2000 on Romania's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations1, Parliament: 
 
�� ... urges the Romanian authorities, with the support of the major political forces, to implement 

resolutely the Action Plan for the achievement of the goals of the Medium-Term Economic 
Strategy, endorsed by the Commission and the international financial institutions, in order to 
achieve macro-economic stabilisation and accelerate the pace of privatisation of state-owned 
enterprises. 

 
In its resolution of 5 September 2001, on Romania's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations2, Parliament:  
 
�� Calls on the Romanian Government to implement in full the medium-term economic strategy 

for 2000-2004 and the economic policy action plan for 2001-2004, as a macroeconomic policy 
geared towards growth and stability, and to tackle the necessary structural reforms consistently 
in order to satisfy in the medium to long term the economic criterion of a functioning market 
economy able to withstand competitive pressure and the market forces of the EU internal 
market.  

 
In its resolution of 20 November 2002 on the progress made by each of the candidate countries 
towards accession3, Parliament: 
 
�� ...believes that accelerating privatisation and increased transparency are of the utmost 

importance, particularly in the sectors of agriculture, energy, transport and communication, as 
further measures towards freeing up the business sector and reducing state control. 

 
In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Romania4, Parliament: 
�� Supports the Romanian authorities in their efforts to complete their privatisation agenda; calls 

on the Romanian Government to strengthen financial discipline across enterprises by ceasing to 
tolerate arrears to the budget and the energy utilities; is concerned that many non-viable 
enterprises are still allowed to survive and prevent the market mechanisms from taking their 
course; calls on the government to continue the restructuring or closing down of such 
enterprises; hopes that the judicial reform strategy will increase real legal security for investors 
and further improve the overall business climate; 

�� Is of the view that Romania's road to accession is rather difficult, partly because of its late start 
as regards privatisation and the restructuring of public enterprises, and partly because the 
business environment is neither apt to generating indigenous business, nor attractive to foreign 
direct investment; stresses, therefore, that two priorities have to be asserted urgently: the 
restructuring of key sectors such as energy, mining and transport and the establishment of a 
pricing mechanism for natural gas, which would reflect short- and long-term costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 OJ No. C 178, 22.6.2001 
2 OJ No. C 72E, 21.3.2002 
3 OJ C 25 E/2004 
4 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
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4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission1 
 
Since the last Regular Report, Romania has made progress in setting up the structures to implement 
its industrial policy. Progress in the privatisation process has continued. The building blocks for a 
modern industrial policy are now in place, but the key challenge is its implementation, as structural 
weaknesses remain and limit the capacity for enforcement. Restructuring and privatisation of 
strategic industries should be accelerated. Romania is generally meeting the commitments it has 
made in the accession negotiations. 
 
 
 
 
 
July 2004 

                                                 
1 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


