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1. The acquis1 
 
Education, training and youth is primarily the responsibility of the Member States. The Community 
acquis consists of a 1977 Directive (Education of the children of migrant workers), action 
programmes and relevant Conclusions, Resolutions or Declarations of the Council, or of the 
Council and Ministers of Education meeting within the Council, on various issues such as equality 
of opportunity, illiteracy, safety in schools, facilities for minorities etc. Two bodies have also been 
set up: CEDEFOP and the European Training Foundation.  
 
The European Commission considers that the twelve negotiating candidate countries have taken due 
account of the need to ensure effective implementation of the Directive on the education of the 
children of migrant workers by the time of accession. Cooperation with the EU is well established 
in the framework of the Europe Agreements. The candidate countries have adopted appropriate 
legislation and have set up a National Agency in order to enable them to participate in the relevant 
Community programmes. Participation in education, training and youth programmes should 
enhance the effective implementation of the acquis and provide good preparation for accession.  
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 

Chapter opened: first half of 2000  
Status: provisionally closed in May 2000  
Transitional arrangements: none  
 

 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 



In its resolution of 5 September 2001, on Romania's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations1, Parliament:  
 
�� Urges the Romanian Government to ensure constant implementation of the principle of equal 
opportunity and to take positive action on equality between women and men, in particular in the 
areas of education, job creation, job seeking, promotion opportunities and combating violence 
against women.  
 
 
In its resolution of  13 June 2002 on the state of  enlargement negotiations2, Parliament: 
 
�� Encourages the Government to implement its Roma strategy, in particular in housing and 
education improvements, in close partnership with Roma representatives and the population 
concerned.  
 
 
In its resolution of 20 November 2002 on the progress made by each of the candidate countries 
towards accession3, Parliament:  
 
�� Notes and applauds the exceptional levels of literacy throughout the population and the 
government's continuing commitment to further education; is of the view that swifter movement 
towards a market economy remains the only realistic way of bringing young people into the job 
market, since otherwise the high youth unemployment level deprives Romania of its key resource 
through continuing emigration of talented and well-qualified young people.  
 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission4 
 
Some progress has been made since the last Regular Report with aligning to the acquis and in the 
overall reform of the education system. The limited budget allocated to the education sector 
inevitably reduces the impact of intended reforms. Further efforts need to be taken to increase 
school participation, to improve quality in education, and to stimulate participation of adults in 
training. Romania is fully involved in the second generation of Community programmes in the field 
of education, training and youth. Efforts should continue to ensure that the directive on education of 
children of migrant workers will be fully implemented by the time of accession. Romania is 
generally meeting the commitments and requirements arising from the accession negotiations for 
this chapter. 
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1 OJ No. C 72E, 21.3.2002 
2 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
3 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
4 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


