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Chapter  27 - Common Foreign and Security Policy 
 
 
 
1. The acquis1  
 
The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is not equipped with the legal instruments 
that exist for other policies. It uses instruments such as joint actions, common positions and 
declarations, as well as the conclusions of the Council and European Council.  
As most of the acquis in this chapter pertains to intergovernmental cooperation, no transposition 
into the national legal order of the candidate countries is necessary. As Member States, they will 
have to undertake to give active and unconditional support to the implementation of the CFSP in a 
spirit of loyalty and mutual solidarity. Member States must ensure that national policies conform to 
the common positions and defend the latter in international fora.  
All candidates have accepted the acquis and there is a good level of alignment to the basic 
principles. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: first half of 2000  
Status: provisionally closed in first half of 2000  
Transitional arrangements: none  
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 4 October 2000 on Romania's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations2, Parliament:  

                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/chapters/index.htm 
2 OJ No. C 178/2001 
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�� Points to the stabilising and constructive role which Romania played during the Kosovo conflict 
and which it will also play in the future in south-east Europe, believing that Romania's 
accession would reinforce the CFSP and the ESDP; 

�� Believes that the efforts made by Romania in implementing the embargo on Yugoslavia with its 
associated severe economic repercussions should be duly taken into account in the evaluation of 
its progress towards accession; stresses that in strengthening border controls in the framework 
of the accession preparations, due consideration should be shown for regional trade relations 
and the need to develop regional cooperation and cross-border projects in the framework of the 
Stability Pact, including regional cooperation with Ukraine and Moldova. 

 
In its resolution of 5 September 2001 on Romania's application for membership of the European 
Union and the state of negotiations1, Parliament:  
�� Draws attention to the important role of Romania in the stabilisation of south-east Europe, and 

welcomes Romania's constructive participation in various regional cooperation initiatives, such 
as the South-East Europe Cooperation Initiative (SECI), the South-East Europe Cooperation 
Process (SEECP), the Stability Pact for South-East Europe, and the Initiative for Central Europe 
(ICE); welcomes the important contribution that Romania is already making in the context of 
the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), particularly in the "15+15" consultation 
machinery concerning the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP); 

�� Considers that a NATO decision to invite Romania to become a member of the North Atlantic 
Alliance in 2002 would be an important contribution to regional security; welcomes therefore 
Romania's efforts to satisfy the requisite conditions for NATO membership and, in particular, 
Romania's efforts to restructure its military sector and to adjust its defence policy; 

�� Welcomes the Romanian OSCE chairmanship which is helping to improve the common goals of 
conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict reconstruction. 

 
In its resolution of 13 June 2002 on the state of enlargement negotiations2, Parliament 
�� Welcomes Romania's active participation in peace building in Afghanistan and its contribution 

to the stability of south-east Europe and the Black Sea region; ... 
 
In its resolution of 20 November 2002 on the progress made by each of the candidate countries 
towards accession3, Parliament: 
�� Welcomes, too, Romania's increasing and visible regional cooperation with neighbouring 

countries and in particular its recent agreement with Croatia and the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia of a new oil pipeline linking Constanta to Omisalj (Croatia), which should give a 
major and welcome boost in terms of job creation and the national economy;... 

�� Welcomes the political, economic and military efforts of Romania to be involved in the 
development of the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) as a part of the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and to take an active part in the political dialogue and 
political consultations to this end which are taking place in the context of the EU+15; stresses 
that Romania has also shown constant and satisfactory progress in adjusting to the CFSP acquis, 
has made an active contribution in terms of defence policy cooperation (including in the 
peacekeeping operations in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Kosovo) and has taken an important 
leading role in efforts to strengthen regional stability and security in south-east Europe; notes 
that this work will assist Romania's accession negotiations. 

 
 

                                                 
1 OJ C 72E/2002 
2 OJ C 261E/2003 
3 OJ C 25 E/2004 
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In its resolution of 11 March 2004 on progress towards accession by Romania1, Parliament: 
�� Welcomes Romania's decision not to ratify the bilateral agreement with the US on the non-

extradition of US citizens to the International Criminal Court and also the decision of the 
Romanian Parliament to await a joint solution between the EU and the US before taking any 
other step. 

 
 
4. Latest Assessment of the European Commission2  
 
Romania has continued to align itself with the EU’s CFSP and has been active in promoting 
regional security issues. There are few areas where further work is necessary, but the legislative 
framework for arms control and on economic sanctions needs to be completed and administrative 
structures for CFSP participation need to be finalised. Romania is generally meeting the 
commitments it made in the accession negotiations in this field. 
 
 
 
 
 
July 2004 

                                                 
1 Minutes of the Plenary Session 
2 European Commission, 2003 Regular Report on Romania's progress towards accession: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf 


