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1. The acquis 1 
 
This chapter covers mainly administrative and programming capacity and eligibility for funding. 
The acquis under this chapter does not define how the specific structures for the management of 
the structural and cohesion funds should be set up, but leaves it up to the individual Member 
States. The administrative structures required also differ depending on the size and degree of 
regionalisation of the country concerned. Candidate countries will need to put the necessary 
structures in place by the time of accession in order to benefit from the funds. 
 
A framework regulation (Council regulation (EC) 1260/1999) lays down the general provisions 
concerning the structural funds. There is also a series of implementing regulations and decisions 
which do not  have to be transposed into national law. However, on accession, the new Member 
States will have to comply with certain requirements which have been addressed in the 
accession negotiations: 
�� legislative framework: the candidate countries need to have the appropriate legal framework 

allowing for implementation of the specific provisions in this area; 
�� territorial organisation: the candidate countries need to agree with the Commission on a 

provisional NUTS classification for the implementation of the structural funds; 
�� programming capacity: the candidate countries need to design a development plan; put in 

place appropriate procedures for multi-annual programming of budgetary expenditure; 
ensure implementation of the principle of partnership at the different stages of provision of 
structural fund assistance; comply with the specific monitoring and evaluation requirements; 

�� administrative capacity: the candidate countries have to define the tasks and responsibilities 
of  all bodies and institutions involved and ensure effective inter-ministerial coordination; 
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�� financial and budgetary management: the candidate countries need to comply with specific 
control provisions applicable to the funds and provide information on their co-financing 
capacity and on the level of public or equivalent expenditure for structural actions.    

 
  
2. The negotiations 
 
The chapter has been closed with ten countries and remains open with Bulgaria and Romania. 
 
     Chapter opened: April 2000  
     Status: closed in December 2002 (provisionally closed in July 2002) 
     Transitional arrangements: none 
 
 
3. Position of the European Parliament 
 
In its resolution of 5 September 20011, Parliament believes it would be useful to reach cross-
party agreement on the division of Slovenia into regions and, to this end, calls on the 
government to find a solution, bearing in mind the importance of strengthening regional 
authorities' ability to implement the acquis, in particular in the environmental field, as well as 
their decisive role in the successful and sustainable management of the EU Structural Funds 
after accession; 
 
In its resolution of 13 June 20022, Parliament calls on the Government to make a substantial 
effort to improve legislative alignment and administrative capacity in the area of regional policy 
and the coordination of structural instruments; reminds Slovenia that it has to put the required 
structures in place as soon as possible if it is to benefit from EU funds and to assure their correct 
administration and financial control; however, asks the Member States to be flexible in the 
negotiations in order to enable Slovenia to arrive at the most efficient and unbureaucratic 
solution for the regional administration of Slovene territory, even if Slovenia decides to 
establish one single statistical region. 
 
 
4. Latest Assessment by the European Commission  
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In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that Slovenia was establishing a regional 
development policy adapted to its regional disparities, and commented that, given the small size 
of the country, Slovenia's regional policy should be formulated within the framework of its 
national development policy. The Commission added that, although measures remained to be 
taken to upgrade Slovenia's institutional structure in this field, its administrative capacity 
seemed sufficient to implement integrated regional development programmes efficiently, and 
that, subject to these modifications, Slovenia should, in the medium term, be ready to apply the 
Community rules and channel funds from the EC structural policies. 
 
Since the Opinion, Slovenia has made steady progress in legislative terms, and, more recently, 
has moved forward with developing the necessary administrative capacity. The level of 

 
1 Resolution on the state of negotiations with Slovenia, § 11: A5-026/2001 
2 Resolution on the state of the enlargement negotiations, § 148: A5-0190/2002 
3 European Commission, Regular Report on Slovenia 2002, pp. 93 & 94: 
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http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/si_en.pdf


preparations for accession in this area is good, but administrative capacity and the necessary 
monitoring, evaluation and control systems needed for implementation of the Structural and 
Cohesion Funds need to be developed further. 
 
Negotiations on this chapter have been provisionally closed. Slovenia has not requested any 
transitional arrangements. Slovenia is generally meeting the commitments it has made in the 
accession negotiations in this field. 
 
In order to complete preparations for membership, Slovenia should focus further efforts on 
clearly defining the final implementation structures and further reinforcing their administrative 
capacity, strengthening inter-ministerial cooperation and partnership, and further reinforcing 
systems and procedures for effective monitoring, financial management and control. 
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