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EU – AZERBAIJAN 
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE 

 
Fourth Meeting 

 
28-29 April 2003 

Baky 
 

Final  Statement and Recommendations 
pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

 
Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs Ursula SCHLEICHER (EPP-ED, Germany) and Mr Siruz 
TEBRIZLI (New Azerbaijan Party) the fourth meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary 
Cooperation Committee was held in Baky on 28-29 April 2003. The Committee exchanged views 
with Mr Samir VALIYEV, Deputy  Minister of Economic Development, representing the 
Government of Azerbaijan, H.E. Dr. M.B. KARAFOTIAS, Ambassador of Greece in Azerbaijan, 
representing the Greek Presidency of the European Union and Mr Kurt JUUL,  Head of Unit for 
Caucasus and Central Asia, representing the European Commission.  
 
 
The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
General         
 
 1. reiterates its strongly held view that the people of Azerbaijan share a common destiny with 

other peoples of Europe, and that the integration of the Azerbaijani people and their national 
institutions into European structures is in the mutual interest of both the EU and Azerbaijan, 
requiring systematic adoption and implementation of shared European values in all areas of  
society; 

 
EU-Azerbaijan relations in the framework of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 
 
2. takes note of the third meeting of the Cooperation Committee between the EU and the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, which was held in Brussels on 12 July 2002; takes note of the 
discussions of this meeting particularly with regard to the strengthening of EU-Azerbaijan 
bilateral relations and the reconfirming of the well-known EU position on the settlement of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia on the basis of the full 
respect to the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan; 

 
3. takes note of the fourth meeting of the Cooperation Council between the EU and the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, which was held in Brussels on 1 October 2002; welcomes the 
conclusions of that meeting which underlined the continuing will of the EU to strengthen its 
relations with Azerbaijan, as well as other states of the Southern Caucasus, and to play a 
more active political role in the region; 

 
4. stresses the importance of the full and effective implementation of the Partnership and 

Cooperation Agreement (PCA) as an instrument to further strengthen ties with the European 
Union; underlines the importance of an effective national programme to ensure 
implementation of the PCA and calls for the European Commission to provide technical and 
expert assistance in its elaboration and implementation;  
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5.  underlines the desirability of appointing an eminent European politician as an EU Special 
Envoy to the region who would increase the effectiveness of the Union's action in the region 
and contribute to the peaceful solution of ongoing conflicts, in collaboration with the UN and 
OSCE; 

  
6. emphasises the significant role of TACIS in supporting political, economic and legal reforms 

in Azerbaijan, and underlines the importance of assistance programmes for the promotion of 
trade and investment, and development of communications aimed at supporting the cohesion 
and integrity of Azerbaijan;  

   
7 stresses again the need to enhance cooperation between business communities and between 

universities in Azerbaijan and the EU as important agencies for the implementation of the 
PCA;  

 
8. notes that about 399 million Euro, including EUR 116.5 million in technical assistance, has 

been provided to Azerbaijan since 1992; reiterates that, although this is a considerable sum, it 
is still not comparable to other parts of the world and calls therefore for an increase in 
assistance within budgetary possibilities; 

 
9. recalls the need for the European Commission to support areas which will improve the 

investment climate in the country, and strongly encourages the Government of Azerbaijan to 
accelerate its fulfilment of its own commitments in this regard;  

 
10. welcomes the opening of the Europa House in Baky as a signal of greater European 

engagement in the country: nevertheless reiterates its call on the European Commission to 
open a full EC Delegation in Baky; which will increase the effectiveness of the EU's 
activities in Azerbaijan;  

 
Political developments in Azerbaijan 
 
11. supports the process of democratic reform as a basis for building a prosperous, democratic 

and stable Azerbaijan in which there is full respect for human rights, the rule of law, freedom 
of religion and of expression; 
 

12. expresses the necessity to continue rendering technical assistance by the EU to Azerbaijan 
aimed at implementation of legal and institutional reforms in the field of human rights and 
rule of law;  

 
13. stresses the importance of continuing to undertake the necesary steps to ensure that there is 

real freedom of the media; in this respect underlines the importance of assisting Azerbaijan in 
elaboration and implementation of projects and programmes aimed at understanding for 
freedom of speech and the role and responsibility of mass media in a democratic society; 

 
14. underlines the crucial importance of the Presidential elections in October 2003 fully 

complying with international standards;  
 
15. in particular encourages the Government of Azerbaijan to undertake all necessary steps to 

ensure that the campaign and vote in the elections will be free and fair, with all candidates 
enjoying equal access to the media; in this respect emphasises the crucial importance of 
adopting an electoral code that commands broad support across the political spectrum; 

 
16. stresses again the importance of the Council of Europe as a forum for promoting the 

restoration of normal inter-state relations in the region on the basis of the norms and 
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principles of international law; welcoming the tangible progress encourages Azerbaijan to 
continue undertaking the necessary steps to ensure full compliance with the standards and 
norms of the Council of Europe;   

 
17. underlines the importance of Azerbaijan signing and ratifying the Statute of the International 

Criminal Court;  
 
Economic and social issues 
 
18. reiterates its support for continued economic reform in Azerbaijan, and specifically progress 

in privatisation and institutional and land reform; 
 
19. welcomes Azerbaijan's real GDP growth of around 10-11% in 2002 and its medium term 

growth trajectory which averaged 7.8% from 1995 to 2001; 
 

20. expresses concern that, despite continuing economic growth, large sections of the population 
are living below the poverty line; in this regard welcomes the adoption of the State 
Programme on Poverty Reduction and Economic Development in February 2003;  

 
21. recognises that the Government of Azerbaijan has to support nearly one million refugees and 

internally displaced people (IDPs), and calls upon the European Commission to propose 
initiatives aimed at providing assistance to them in the fields of education, training, 
employment and the development of small and medium sized enterprises;  

 
22. calls on the Government of Azerbaijan to take further on steps to combat corruption and to 

improve the business climate by establishing a reliable legal business framework with a 
separation of regulatory from commercial functions, and increasing transparency in 
economic structures and fiscal policy; 

 
23. underlines the need for balanced economic development that is not over-dependent on oil  

exports and encourages economic growth in the non-oil sectors; 
 

24. notes with satisfaction that EU-Azerbaijan Business Forum held its first meeting on 12 June 
2002 in Baky and hopes that it will provide a regular forum for discussion between the EU 
and Azerbaijani business communities, as well government agencies concerned;  

 
Energy corridors and the energy map of Europe 
 
25. welcomes the start of construction of the Baky-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Main Export Pipeline and 

recognises its importance to the development of Azerbaijan, as well as in a broader context;  
 
26. recognises the importance of sanctioning of the Shah Deniz gas field and the South 

Caucasian Gas Pipeline projects with a view to securing energy supply to European markets;  
 
27. welcomes the announcement that the Azerbaijan International Operating Company will speed 

up the development of the Azeri-Chirag-Guneshli offshore field, thereby increasing the 
through put of oil;  

 
28. welcomes the launching of discussions on energy cooperation issues at the 3rd meeting of the 

EU-Azerbaijan Subcommittee on Trade and Economic Issues; expresses its hope that this 
will pave the way for establishing the energy dialogue between the EU and Azerbaijan;  
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29. once again urges all littoral states of the Caspian Sea to reach agreement on its legal status 
through ongoing constructive negotiations; in this regard welcomes bilateral agreements on 
division of the seabed of the Caspian Sea concluded between certain littoral states and 
underlines that they will serve as a good basis for achieving common accord between all 
littoral states on the legal status of the Caspian Sea and contribute to developing international 
cooperation and regional energy exports;  

 
Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia 
 
30. underlines the significance of the TRACECA Programme for the development of Euro-Asian 

transport and trade links and calls on all sides to further extend its support to strengthen 
cooperation in the framework of this programme;  

 
31. emphasisis the significance of the TRACECA corridor in view of its reliability and efficiency 

in delivering humanitarian assistance to the countries in need, viz. Afghanistan;  
 
Relations of Azerbaijan with its neighbours and the role of the EU in the South Caucasus 
region 

 
32. underlines the political and economic significance of the South Caucasus for the European 

Union and the world and therefore stresses the need of solving the armed conflicts and 
normalisation of interstate relations;  

 
33. underlines the necessity of a clearly defined European perspective for Azerbaijan and its two 

neighbours, thus not excluding the possibility of them becoming candidates for EU accession 
at a later stage;  
 

34. endorses the call in the resolution of the European Parliament of 28 February 2002 for the 
adoption of a Common Strategy for the countries of the Southern Caucasus, focused on the 
settlement of current conflicts and prevention of new ones and on this basis the promotion of 
a framework for security and cooperation between the countries of the Caucasus region and 
other neighbouring states; 
 

35. welcomes the work undertaken by the Regional Environment Centre in Tbilisi, Georgia and 
calls for the developing of an efficient mechanism to encourage parties to comply with the 
existing national and international environmental legal instruments; stresses the need for 
environmental concern in the region to be addressed;  

 
On the situation in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan 
 
36. draws attention to the need for Azerbaijan and Armenia to adopt the selfsame values of 

reconciliation and cooperation, which first of all stipulate the peaceful settlement of the 
conflict between them on the basis of principles and norms of international law; 

 
37. reiterates its view that the failure to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict continues to have 

an adverse affect on regional security and is impeding the political and economic 
development of Azerbaijan and neighbouring countries and their cooperation;  

 
38. reconfirms its position on non-acceptance of the fait accompli as a basis for the settlement 

and calls on Armenia to refrain from the actions undertaken in the occupied territories of 
Azerbaijan including the Nagorno-Karabakh region, which may in a way consolidate the 
status quo;  
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39. regrets the lack of progress within the negotiations’ process; recognises that a solution has to 
be reached by exclusively peaceful means and strongly urges the OSCE Minsk Group to 
strengthen its efforts and to elaborate proposals to achieve a just and lasting solution to the 
conflict on the basis of relevant principles and norms of international law, notably those of 
respect to the territorial integrity and inviolability of borders of state, and relevant UN 
Security Council and OSCE resolutions and documents; 

 
40. expresses concern at the ongoing humanitarian crisis of refugees and IDPs in Azerbaijan and, 

reiterates its proposal that possibilities should be looked into of temporary engagement of 
refugees and IDPs into current social-economic life and to equip them with education and 
professional skills, pending a final settlement of the problem; in this respect welcomes the 
recognition by the TACIS indicative programme of the importance of involving IDPs in 
economic development. 

 
 
 
 

Adopted unanimously. 
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