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EU – GEORGIA 
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE 

 
FIFTH MEETING 

 
16/17 June 2003 

Brussels 
 

Final Statement and Recommendations 
pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement 

 
 
Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs Ursula SCHLEICHER (EPP-ED, Germany) and Mr Vakhtang 
KHMALADZE (Industrialists), the fifth meeting of EU-Georgia Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee was held in Brussels on 16-17 June 2003. The Committee exchanged views with 
H.E. Mr Konstantin ZALDASTANISHVILI, Ambassador of Georgia to the EU, representing 
the Government of Georgia, Mr Georgios MARKANTONATOS, Representative of the Foreign 
Minister, representing the Greek Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union,  
and Mr Kurt JUUL, Head of Unit for the Caucasus and Central Asia, representing the European 
Commission. 
 
 
The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
 
1. takes note of the fourth meeting of the Cooperation Council between the European Union 

and Georgia on 1 October 2002, and reiterates its view that full and effective 
implementation of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) will pave the way 
for the deeper European integration of Georgia and the wider application of European 
models and standards; 

 
2. in this respect welcomes the statement by the EU at the fourth Cooperation Council that it 

wishes to strengthen its relations with Georgia and the other states of the Southern 
Caucasus and to play a more active political role in the region: welcomes too the priority 
which the EU gives to regional cooperation in promoting peace and confidence building; 

 
3. takes note of the decree of 28 March 2003 by the Georgian Parliament in support of the 

acceleration of the process of integration of Georgia into the EU and welcomes the 
Georgian Parliament's desire to build a state based on the common European values that 
will support the establishment of the democratic way of life and economic welfare in the 
country, retaining and developing Georgian culture and traditions; 

 
on human rights and democratic development 
 
4. reiterates its strong support for the continued development of democracy, human rights  

and freedom of expression as essential elements in promoting stability in Georgia and in 
the whole region of the South Caucasus; underlines in particular the importance of full 
protection for religious minorities, while making a distinction between the millennial 
service to Georgian people of Christianity and the presence of sects as private associations, 
and an active civil society; 
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5. underlines the importance of ensuring that the parliamentary elections to be held in 

November 2003 comply with the highest international standards; in particular encourages 
the Georgian authorities and all political parties to undertake all necessary steps to ensure 
that the campaign, the vote and counting of votes in the elections will be free and fair, with 
all candidates enjoying equal access to the media; in this respect emphasises that there 
should be a proper legal framework for the elections; 

 
6. reiterates its wish that Georgia will soon ratify the Statute of the International Criminal 

Court, which it signed on 18 July 1998; 
 
on EU assistance to Georgia and the state of economic and social development 
 
7. notes that, with a total EU grant to Georgia of nearly EUR 386 million, that overall EU 

assistance to Georgia has been considerable; 
 
8. notes that the Commission's revised Country Strategy Paper and National Indicative 

Programme for 2004-2006 is due to be adopted shortly and looks forward to the 
establishment of priorities that reflect the real needs of Georgia;  

 
9. while noting the continued economic reform process in Georgia, nevertheless underlines 

again the need for Georgia to establish a business climate that is conducive to foreign and 
domestic investment; in this respect emphasises the importance of ensuring a secure 
situation in Georgia;  

 
10. stresses the need for full and effective implementation of the strategy adopted by the 

government to reform the judiciary; 
 
11. underlines that an essential condition for strengthening economic links between Georgia 

and the EU is the harmonisation of Georgia's legislation to that of the EU; welcomes the 
progress achieved by the Georgian and the European sides in this direction, and urges the 
Georgian government to adopt and start implementation of its national programme on 
harmonisation of Georgia’s legislation to EU legislation 

 
12. welcomes the draft Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Programme (EDPRP) 

and underlines the importance of ensuring a linkage between the EDPRP and the budget 
priorities: welcomes the continued support provided by the EU for this task and calls on 
the Georgian side and the European Commission to make efficient and effective use of EU 
funding; 

 
13. repeats its call for every possible legal step to be taken to tackle corruption, and underlines 

that effective action and implementation of declarations in this field represent the litmus 
test for the commitment of the Georgian authorities and all other political forces in the 
fight against this scourge;  

 
14. reiterates the call by the Cooperation Council for the Georgian authorities to improve tax 

and customs regulations and collection procedures, in particular with a view to reducing 
the scale of illicit trafficking and the shadow economy; 

 
15. underlines the importance of ensuring that environmental issues are fully addressed in the 

implementation of all infrastructure projects; 
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16. calls on the Commission to study possibilities of facilitating entry into the EU market of 
products from Georgia, drawing inspiration from the asymmetric trade preferences given 
to the countries of the Western Balkans; 

 
relations of Georgia with its neighbours 
 
17. calls for attention to be also given to the South Caucasus within the context of the Wider 

Europe/ New Neighbours Initiative: underlines the strategic importance of the region and 
its perspective of becoming a major transit corridor between Europe and Asia; 

 
18. looks forward to the rapid appointment of an EU Special Envoy for the South Caucasian 

region who would increase the effectiveness of the Union's action in the region and 
contribute to the peaceful solution of ongoing conflicts; also looks forward to the 
development of a comprehensive common strategy for the South Caucasian region by the 
European Union; 

 
19. reiterates the importance of projects to promote regional cooperation such as the 

TRACECA and INOGATE projects; 
 
on internal conflicts in Georgia - Abkhazia/Georgia, Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia  
 
20. reiterates its strong support for the territorial integrity of Georgia and strongly urges all 

sides to pursue the peaceful resolution of differences and to exercise restraint; underlines 
that the ongoing interference by the Russian Federation in Abkhazia/Georgia and 
Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia continue to be a major impediment to the development of 
the whole region, stresses that all refugees and internally displaced persons must have the 
right to a safe, secure and dignified return to their homes; 

 
21. recalls the EP resolution of 18 January 2001which states that the imposition of visas which 

respect international law is a matter for the sovereignty of a state, but regards the plans to 
exempt residents of the secessionist Georgian regions of Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia, Georgia from the visa regime imposed on Georgian citizens as a challenge 
to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Georgia which the Government of the Russian 
Federation officially supports, and calls on the government of the Russian Federation to 
reconsider these plans as they would amount to de facto annexation of these indisputably 
Georgian territories; 

 
22. recalls the EP resolution of 18 January 2001 which states that a decision on unilateral 

introduction of a simplified procedure for border-crossing for residents of Tskhinvali 
region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia, Georgia by the Russian Federation would compromise 
its role as a mediator in the conflicts; 

 
23. welcomes recent talks between Georgia and Russia to resolve the situation of 

Abkhazia/Georgia and to develop the economy by measures such as the generation of 
hydroelectric power and the construction of rail links in parallel with the safe, secure and 
dignified return of all refugees and progress in political settlement of the conflict; reiterates 
its support for the efforts deployed by the United Nations and the "Friends of the UN 
Secretary General" to resolve the conflict; 

 
24. welcomes steps taken by the Georgian authorities to re-establish order and neutralise 

criminal and terrorist elements in the Pankisi Gorge; 
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25. stresses its support for the efforts made by the OSCE to reach a settlement of the conflict in 
the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia; deeply regrets the lack of progress on the joint tax 
collection facility in Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia and strongly encourages all sides 
particularly the Ossetian side, to implement the project; 

 
26. underlines again the importance of respecting the terms and conditions for withdrawal of 

the Russian military bases from the territory of Georgia, as set out in the OSCE Istanbul 
Summit Declaration; in particular expresses deep concern regarding the fate of withdrawal 
from the Gudauta base, stressing that it should be closed immediately with verification by 
OSCE monitors; 

 
Energy issues 
 
27. welcomes the start of the construction of the Baky-Tbilisi-Ceyhun main oil pipeline, and 

recognises its importance for the development of Georgia and for energy supplies to the 
European Union; 

 
28. applauds the decision by the European Commission to organise a major conference for the 

development of political and economic relations between the peoples of the Southern 
Caucasus region and the surrounding countries and the peoples of the European Union. 

 
 
 
 

Adopted unanimously. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

