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PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

Fifth Meeting
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Strasbourg

Final Statement and Recommendations
Pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs ISLER BEGUIN (Greens/ECA, FR) and Mr Siruz 
TABRIZLI the fifth meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee was 
held in Strasbourg on 17-18 November 2004. The Committee exchanged views with H.E. Mr 
Arif MAMEDOV, representing the Government of Azerbaijan, Mr Adriaan PALM, 
representing the Dutch Presidency-in-office and Mr Giuseppe BUSINI, representing the 
European Commission. 

The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee

EU-Azerbaijan relations        

1. reiterates its strongly held view that the people of Azerbaijan share a common destiny with 
other peoples of Europe, and that the integration of the Republic of Azerbaijan into 
European structures is in the mutual interest of both the EU and Azerbaijan, requiring 
adoption and implementation of common European values in the Azerbaijani society as 
appropriate; in this way it also notes the importance of preservation and dissemination of 
national values which would promote mutual cultural enrichment between EU and 
Azerbaijan.;

2. stresses that bringing the EU closer to Azerbaijan and the other South Caucasus countries 
will help promote the creation of a democratic area of stability, prosperity and good 
neighbourly relations: on the basis of international law and the European Neighbourhood 
Policy; in this respect underlines the importance of strengthening the rule of law and 
respect for human rights;

3. welcomes the statement that the European Union should take a "stronger and more active 
role" in the South Caucasus region, which was made by the European Council in 
December 2003 at the adoption of the European Security Strategy; 

4. applauds the inclusion of Azerbaijan and the other South Caucasus republics within the 
scope of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and stresses again that it is essential 
to avoid new dividing lines in Europe;
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5. looks forward to rapid progress being made to enable an Action Plan to be drawn up in co-
operation between the EU and Azerbaijan which will enable further development in EU-
Azerbaijan relations; 

6. welcomes the appointment on 7 July 2003 of an EU Special Representative for the South 
Caucasian region as a significant step in the deepening of relations with Azerbaijan and 
the other two countries of the region; underlines that he must be provided with all the 
necessary resources to make his action effective and visible;

7. urges the Council to develop a Stability Pact for the South Caucasus, drawing lessons from 
the experience of the Stability Pact for south-east Europe; with the purpose of restoration 
of peace in the entire region of the South Caucasus on the basis of respect for the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of states of the region;

8. reiterates its call on the European Commission to open a full EC Delegation in Baky; 
which will increase the effectiveness of the EU's activities in Azerbaijan; 

9. takes note of the sixth meeting of the Cooperation Council between the EU and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, which was held in Brussels on 14 September 2004; underlines the 
need for further progress in the implementation of the Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement (PCA), in particular in the strengthening of the rule of law and in the 
promotion of conflict settlement on the basis of principles and norms of international law; 
expresses the hope that the ENP will reinforce the EU's contribution to promote these 
objectives;

10.. emphasises the significant role of EU assistance, including TACIS, in supporting political, 
economic and legal reforms in Azerbaijan, and underlines the importance of assistance 
programmes for the promotion of trade and investment,

11. underlines the importance of the development of infrastructure and strengthening links and 
communications between regions of Azerbaijan, thus enhancing the integrity of the 
country;

12. stresses again the need to enhance co-operation between business communities and 
between universities in Azerbaijan and the EU as important agencies for the 
implementation of the PCA; 

13. recalls the need for the European Commission to continue to support areas that will help 
the Azerbaijani Government to improve the investment climate in the country, and 
recognises the assistance from the European Commission that has already been given to 
Azerbaijan in the context of business development, strongly encourages the Government 
of Azerbaijan to accelerate its fulfilment of its own commitments in this area and to 
continue tackling the corruption that is present;

Political developments in Azerbaijan

14. notes with concern the conclusions of the international observers that the 15 October 2003 
presidential elections failed to meet OSCE commitments and other international standards 
for democratic elections, and that the overall process reflected a lack of sufficient political 
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commitment to implement a genuine election process; recognises nonetheless that the 
presidential elections of 15 October 2003 showed significant efforts towards international 
standards and acknowledges progress over previous elections in Azerbaijan;

15. calls on the Azerbaijani authorities to implement fully the recommendations of the 
international observers and to continue developing pluralism and democracy; in this 
respect stresses the importance of further promoting real freedom of the media and of 
ensuring that public television provides citizens with impartial and politically balanced 
information;

16. urges Azerbaijan to ensure that the municipal elections of December 2004 and the 
parliamentary elections scheduled to take place in the autumn of 2005 will benefit from 
the implementation of the OSCE recommendations and that the elections will fully meet 
the international standards and shared values common to the European Neighbourhood 
Policy in order that a real civil society can develop in due course;

17. stresses the need for the EU to continue rendering technical assistance to  
Azerbaijan aimed at implementation of legal and institutional reforms and awareness-
raising in the field of human rights and rule of law;

18. in this regard welcomes the recent successful completion of the Joint Programme between 
the European Commission and the Council of Europe on strengthening of democratic 
stability and preventing of conflicts in South Caucasus, and stresses the importance of the 
continuation with Azerbaijan of the similar programme taking into account the specific
needs of this country;

19. reiterates its call on the Azerbaijan authorities to sign and ratify the Statute of the 
International Criminal Court; 

Economic and social issues

20. reiterates its support for continued economic reform in Azerbaijan, and specifically 
progress in privatisation and institutional and land reform;

21. expresses concern that, despite continuing economic growth, considerable sections of the 
population, especially IDPs and refugees, are living in poverty; in this regard urges the 
European Commission to contribute to the implementation of the State Programme on 
Poverty Reduction and Economic Development that has been adopted; recognises that the 
Government of Azerbaijan has to support nearly one million refugees and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) and welcomes the adoption of the Special Plan of Action on the 
construction of new settlements for IDPs, and calls upon the European Commission to 
propose initiatives aimed at providing assistance to them in the fields of education, 
training and employment, as well as in the field of establishing and developing of small 
and medium sized enterprises;  

22. welcomes the adoption of the law and the relevant State Programme on combating 
corruption; calls on the Government of Azerbaijan to take further steps to enforce the law 
and to improve the business climate by establishing a reliable legal business framework 
with a separation of regulatory from commercial functions, and by increasing transparency 
in economic structures and fiscal policy;
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23. welcomes the steps taken to date by the government of Azerbaijan in the process of 
accession to the WTO and supports further efforts that must be taken: calls upon the 
European Commission to provide necessary assistance to that end;

24. underlines again the need for diversification of economic activity in Azerbaijan to achieve 
balanced economic development that is not over-dependent on oil exports; in this regard 
welcomes the relevant steps already taken by the Government of Azerbaijan to encourage 
economic growth in the non-oil sectors and urges the European Commission to assist in 
these endeavours;

Energy and transport corridors

25. welcomes the joining together of the Azerbaijani and Georgian sections of the Baky-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline; underlines the importance of ensuring that 
environmental issues are fully addressed in the implementation of this project; 

26. welcomes the development of the Shah Deniz gas field with a view to securing energy 
supply to European markets; 

27. once again urges all littoral states of the Caspian Sea to finalise the convention on its legal 
status through ongoing constructive negotiations; in this regard welcomes an agreement 
reached by Azerbaijan, Russia and Kazakhstan on the division of the Caspian sea-bed 
based on the middle-line principle and supports the current talks with Turkmenistan and 
Iran on the issue;

28. welcomes the establishment of the PCA EU-Azerbaijan Sub-Committee on energy and 
transport issues and believes that this will pave the way to the effective energy dialogue 
and co-operation between the EU and Azerbaijan and improve the co-operation in the field 
of transport;

29. welcomes the establishment of the High Level Group on the extension of the major trans-
European transport axes to the neighboring countries;

30. welcomes the holding of the Ministerial Conferences on Energy and Transport 
Cooperation between the EU, Caspian Basin and neighbouring countries in Baky on 13-14 
November 2004;

31. expresses the importance to the EU-Azerbaijan co-operation in the field of developing 
effective and secure transport and energy corridors;

On the situation in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan

32. recalls the positions of the European Parliament and the Azerbaijan Parliament as 
expressed in previous joint statements; reiterates its strong and continued support to a 
negotiated settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on the basis of principles and 
norms of international law and respect to the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and the 
rights of minorities; once again urges Azerbaijan and Armenia to adopt the selfsame 
values of reconciliation and co-operation, which first of all stipulate the peaceful 
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settlement of the conflict between them on the basis of principles and norms of 
international law; 

33. urges the parties to the conflict to persist in striving for a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict in and around the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan in compliance with the 
relevant resolutions of the UN Security Council;

34. expresses concern at the current situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan

35. expresses concern at the ongoing humanitarian crisis of refugees and IDPs in Azerbaijan 
and, reiterates its call to reach a solution to the problem by providing for their voluntary 
return to their homes in safety and with dignity; supports every effort to grant them 
physical security and well-being;

36. stresses the importance of using the experience of the EU countries in finding concrete 
solutions which respect the principles of territorial integrity as well as the rights of self 
rule of minorities;

37. stresses with regret that efforts to bring the three countries of the region closer together are 
impeded by the persistence of the armed conflicts; underlines that conflict zones are often 
used as safe havens for organised crime, money laundering, illicit drug trafficking and 
smuggling of weapons;

38. confirms its position on non-acceptance of the fait accompli as a basis for the settlement 
and calls on Armenia to refrain from the actions undertaken in the occupied territories of 
Azerbaijan including the Nagorno-Karabakh region, such as the settlement of non-
indigenous peoples, which may in a way consolidate the status quo;

39. notes with alarm and expresses deep concern that the frequent breaches of the cease-fire in 
the front-line between Armenia and Azerbaijan has resulted in death of number of soldiers  
on both sides throughout a year, including the recent killing of an Azerbaijani officer;

Adopted unanimously.
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