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EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee

SEVENTH MEETING
13-14 April 2005

Strasbourg

Final Statement and Recommendations
pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs ISLER BEGUIN (Greens/EFA, France) and Mr Armen 
RUSTAMYAN the seventh meeting of the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
was held in Strasbourg on 13-14 April 2005. The Committee exchanged views with Mr Armen 
LILOYAN, Head of the EU Desk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, representing the Government of 
Armenia, Mr Ronald DOFING, First Secretary of the Luxembourg Mission to the EU,
representing the Luxembourg Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union and 
Mr Kurt JUUL, Head of Unit for South Caucasus and Central Asia, representing the European 
Commission.

The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee:

1. reiterates  the strong European vocation of Armenia and its commitment to integrate more 
deeply into European structures through shared values and common vision; stresses that the 
EU's relations with Armenia are solidly based on a long term commitment to partnership and 
cooperation and looks towards a strengthening of this relationship;

2. applauds the inclusion of Armenia and the other South Caucasus republics within the scope 
of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), which “marks a significant step forward in 
the Union’s engagement with this region” and “offers the chance to participate in various 
EU activities, through greater political, security, economic and cultural cooperation”;  
stresses again that it is essential to avoid new dividing lines in Europe; in this respect 
recognises that people to people diplomacy is an effective tool to promote common values 
and interests as well as mutual respect and exchanges at various levels;

3. welcomes the publication of the Armenia Country Report to the European Council on 2 
March 2005 and its presentation to the Council at the same time: hopes that this will lead to 
an early and  positive decision by the Council on an Action Plan to be drawn up in co-
operation between the EU and Armenia; underlines that this Action Plan should provide a 
clear "road map" that will involve the EU in specific actions and projects in the region; 

4. stresses that all countries of the South Caucasus shall refrain from any statement or 
reservation or acts that runs counter to the purpose and spirit of the European Neigbourhood 
Policy and that can prevent or limit the involvement of any of them in regional initiatives 
and projects, takes note of Armenia’s commitment to contribute to drawing up an Action 
Plan as soon as possible, which will facilitate further development in Armenia-EU relations;

5. takes note of the sixth meeting of the Cooperation Council between the EU and the Republic 
of Armenia, which was held in Brussels on 14 September 2004; underlines the need for 
further progress in the implementation of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, 
particularly in the strengthening of the rule of law and in the promotion of conflict 
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settlement on the basis of principles and norms of international law; expresses the hope that 
the ENP will reinforce the EU’s contribution to promote these objectives;

6. takes note that the political dialogue in 2004 was further strengthened through high level 
visits to Armenia by President of the European Commission Romano Prodi and 
Commissioner Potocnik; 

7. draws attention to the vital role played by a free media in ensuring the development of 
democracy and common values; 

8. acknowledges that Armenia considers the full and effective implementation of the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) as a priority, by applying European 
principles and standards necessary for future association.; welcomes assistance provided by 
the TACIS programme, including support for the development of Information and 
Communication Technologies in Armenia, recognises the role of the TACIS funded 
Armenian-European Policy and Legal Advice centre in the development of a Draft National 
Programme for PCA implementation addressing legislative, institutional and policy 
approximation issues; 

9. welcomes ratification by the National Assembly of Armenia of the Agreement enabling the 
European Commission to open a full EC Delegation in Yerevan, which will help to increase 
the effectiveness of the EU's activities in Armenia; 

10. welcomes steps taken by the government of Armenia to fight corruption, in particular 
welcomes the establishment of the Anti-Corruption Council on 2 June 2004 and the Civil 
Convention on Corruption  ratified by Armenia’s National Assembly  on 9 November 2004;

11. reiterates, once again, its call on the Armenian authorities and the National Assembly of 
Armenia to ratify as soon as possible the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 
which it signed on 1 October 1999; 

12. supports the improvements in the tax administration and tax and customs reform that are 
helping to fulfil the country Poverty Reduction Strategy; in this regard welcomes the 
"socially oriented" budget, with 35% of spending directed towards education, health and the 
social sector; 

13. commends the Armenia’s government good macroeconomic performance in 2004 with  
GDP growth of 10.1 % and decrease in unemployment by 0.7 % down from 9.4% in 2004; 
notes that maintaining prudent macroeconomic policies will support effective 
implementation of the ENP Armenia Action Plan; 

14. welcomes the Armenian government's economy policy priorities aiming at further 
improvement in the investment climate and raising Armenia's attractiveness to foreign 
investors; in this regard welcomes a new four-year country assistance strategy agreed with 
the World Bank in June 2004, with a lending programme worth 220 million dollars for 
2005-08;

15. reiterates its view that the nuclear power plant in Medzamor should be closed as soon as 
alternative, reliable, diversified and secure sources of power can be brought into service, 
with the instrumental contribution of the international donor community;
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16. in this context welcomes the beginning of the construction works of the Armenian segment 
of the Iran-Armenia gas pipeline on 30 November 2004 and hopes that this project will help 
Armenia to develop efficient alternative energy supplies in order to decrease existing risks 
for the environment; stresses also that the project, as well as any other similar efforts,  
should comply with international environmental standards;

17. underlines the importance of the continued development of democracy and human rights and 
their key role in promoting stability in the whole South Caucasus region;

18. stresses that increased EU engagement in the region should be based on a willingness to play 
and active role in conflict resolution and to promote reforms;  EU assistance and deepened 
cooperation should be clearly linked with progress in key areas such as conflict resolution, 
respect for fundamental rights, the rule of law and democratic values, with progress 
measured against clear benchmarks; 

19. underlines that the resumption of full scale regional cooperation is an essential step in the 
further European integration of all the countries of the South Caucasus; 

20. underlines the growing geostrategic importance of the South Caucasus region and the need 
for secure sources of energy and safe means of producing and transporting this energy;

21. stresses again that reconciliation between the Armenian and Azerbaijani people, as well as 
regional prosperity and stability, are best served by measures that pave the way for 
constructive cooperation between them, such as removing barriers to trade and exchange, 
and calls for initiatives for confidence building measures; urges all the countries in the 
region not to block efforts to bring the three states closer together by demanding a resolution 
of the Nagorno-Karabagh conflict as a precondition for cooperation in other areas;

22. emphasises its support for all efforts to reach a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabagh 
problem; which remains a principal barrier to resumption of dialogue and the development 
of genuine regional cooperation;

23. stresses that international involvement is necessary in efforts to resolve the conflict, 
although ultimately only the Armenian and Azerbaijan sides can take the decisive steps to 
reach a peaceful solution to this long-standing problem within the framework of the OSCE 
Minsk Group;

24. expresses the opinion that the solution to the Nagorno-Karabagh conflict must include 
agreement on the future status of Nagorno-Karabagh, and sound and clear security 
guarantees for, all the people of Nagorno-Karabagh and the inhabitants of the surrounding 
regions, including refugees, and encourages participation of the people of Nagorny 
Karabagh in negotiations on the settlement of the conflict; 

25. takes note of the report of the OSCE fact-finding mission (FFM) regarding the settlements in 
the territories surrounding Nagorno-Karabagh and commends the authorities of Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabagh for facilitating such a mission;

26. reiterates its strong support, including through the good services of the EU Special 
Representative, to the negotiated settlement of the Nagorno-Karabagh conflict on the basis 
of the principles and norms of international law which include the right of peoples to self 
determination and respect for minority rights; 
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27. calls on all sides to allow all refugees to return to their homes in safety and dignity;

28. believes that the still undetermined status of Nagorno-Karabagh should not be an obstacle 
for the international community to respect the fundamental human rights and liberties of all 
the people of Nagorno-Karabagh;

29. calls upon all sides to refrain from any action and statements that could provoke additional 
tensions or resumption of military activities, condemns the use of force or threats by all sides 
to use force as a means of conflict resolution; 

30. notes that the European Parliament position on the relations between Armenia and Turkey is 
reflected in the resolution of 15 December 2004 on Turkey’s progress towards accession; 
urges both the Turkish and Armenian governments to continue the process of reconciliation 
in order to overcome the tragic experiences of the past;

31. urges Ankara to be fully committed to its candidate status and to take the necessary steps to 
establish good neighbourly relations, to establish diplomatic relations with Armenia, in 
accordance with the resolutions adopted by the European Parliament between 1987 and 
2004, as well as to open the land border at an early date;

32. recalls all the European Parliament resolutions on the question of the Armenian genocide 
and, on the eve of the 90th anniversary of this event, calls upon the Turkish authorities to 
engage in a full and frank international and internal process of reconciliation on the issue; 

33. appreciates the activities of the EU Special Representative and supports his active 
involvement in  the region, particularly as regards his contribution to the improvement of  
Turkish-Armenian relations;

34. takes note again of the concern about the acute problem of obsolete pesticides and calls for 
urgent steps to be taken to examine and evaluate the scope of the ecological and health 
consequences; in this regard welcomes the project “Elimination of acute risks of obsolete 
pesticides in Moldova, Armenia and Georgia” funded by TMF programme (Thematische 
Mede Financiering) of the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs that was launched on 1 
January 2005;

35. welcomes the contribution of Armenia to the work of the European Regional Environment 
Office in Tbilisi, and again emphasises the need to extend regional cooperation between 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to other policy sectors, as means of bringing about 
constructive initiatives for the benefit of all peoples in the region;

36. welcomes the desire of the Armenian side to expand cooperation with the EU in the field of 
science, education, culture and technologies, and recommends that the Commission should 
explore possibilities for enhanced cooperation in these fields.

* * * *


