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THE STABILISATIO� A�D ASSOCIATIO� COU�CIL 
BETWEE� THE EU A�D THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 

REPUBLIC OF MACEDO�IA 
(Brussels, 8 December 2008) 

Joint press release 
 

The Stabilisation and Association Council between the EU and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (SA Council) held its fifth meeting on 8 December 2008.  The 
meeting was chaired by Jean-Pierre Jouyet, Minister of State responsible for European 
affairs of the French Republic.  The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was 
represented by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Antonio Milošoski, and the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Ivica Bocevski.  The meeting was attended by Olli Rehn, Member of the 
European Commission, and also Tomas Pojar, First Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the EU Special Representative and European Commission Head of Delegation for the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 
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The SA Council noted the conclusions of the Council of Ministers of the European Union 
adopted today, 8 December 2008. 

The SA Council welcomed the entry into force in January 2008 of the agreements on visa 
facilitation and readmission between the EC and the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia in January 2008.  The SA Council noted the dialogue on visa liberalisation with 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia which was launched in February 2008 on the 
basis of the road map containing clear and realistic benchmarks.  The SA Council 
welcomed the considerable progress that had been made on the implementation of the 
roadmap on visa liberalisation and noted the importance of establishing visa free travel.  In 
consultation with the EU Council of Ministers, the European Commission will follow the 
process closely and evaluate the implementation of the criteria for the abolition of the visa 
requirement. 

The SA Council noted the country's firm commitment to progressing with the reforms 
relating to the process of European accession, including the implementation of and 
compliance with legislation, and the hope of opening accession negotiations.  In that 
context, the SA Council welcomed the government's Action Plan applying the 
recommendations made in the European Commission 2008 Progress Report.  When 
examining the developments relating to political criteria, the EU reiterated the importance 
of pursuing a constructive and inclusive institutional dialogue. The SA Council noted the 
importance of the municipal and presidential elections scheduled for March 2009 being 
free and fair in all aspects. 

The SA Council commended the progress made in police reform, judicial reform and the 
fight against corruption, all three of which are key priorities of the Accession Partnership.  
The SA Council stressed the importance to be attached to creating and maintaining a 
stable, professional and merit-based civil service. 

The SA Council welcomed the progress made in implementing the Ohrid Framework 
Agreement.  The law on languages is a significant step forward.  The EU welcomes the 
progress achieved in the ongoing process of decentralisation, in particular the entry into 
force of the law on regional development. 

The EU welcomes the full cooperation with the ICTY.  Progress in the judicial reforms 
was achieved before the transfer of files by the ICTY to the national authorities.  The EU 
considers that the handling of the returned files is a major test for the capacity and 
independence of the judicial system. 
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The EU recalls that regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations form an essential 
part of the process of moving towards the EU. 

As regards the economic criteria, the SA Council noted that that the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia is well on the way to becoming a viable market economy.  
However, the EU notes that the deterioration in the country's external balances has 
increased external vulnerabilities, making fiscal discipline even more important.  Also, 
very high unemployment rates persist.  The Council welcomed the continued 
macroeconomic stabilisation and the information concerning the more efficient collection 
of taxes, the reduction in the burden of labour taxes and the increased expenditure on 
education and infrastructure.  The SA Council urged the Government to pursue the 
structural reforms rigorously so as to further reduce the obstacles to employment creation 
and further improve the business environment. 

In examining the implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), 
the SA Council welcomed the finding that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
has reached a high level of compliance under the SAA and has contributed to the smooth 
functioning of the various joint institutions. The EU Council of Ministers will study the 
possibility of moving to the second stage as soon as it receives a proposal from the 
Commission.  The SA Council welcomed the entry into force on 1 November 2008 of an 
Enlargement Protocol to the SAA to take account of the accession of Bulgaria and 
Romania to the EU.  

As regards alignment with the acquis, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has 
made further efforts to improve its ability to assume the obligations of membership.  There 
was some progress in the fulfilment of the priorities of the Accession Partnership.   

The EU welcomed the signing by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia of 
Memoranda of Understanding on its participation in the 7th Framework Programme for 
research, technological development and demonstration activities; in the programme for 
Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS); in the Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
component of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme; and in the 
Community "Culture" Programme.  The EU looks forward to the signing of further 
Memoranda of Understanding in the near future. 
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The SA Council discussed developments in the Western Balkans region and welcomed the 
continued active participation of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in regional 
initiatives in South Eastern Europe, such as the South East European Cooperation Process, 
the Regional Cooperation Council, its chairmanship of the Central European Free Trade 
Agreement (CEFTA) and its contribution to the EU ALTHEA mission in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia informed the SA Council that 
it had recognised Kosovo in October 2008. 

The SA Council thanked its co-secretaries, Dušan Stoianov and Stefan Lehne, for all the 
work they had done.  Milan Spirodonovski and Jonas Jonsson will succeed them. 

 




