
Chair’s Conclusions from the 3rd Parliamentary Roundtable on the Northern 
Dimension, Copenhagen, January 30, 2006

Representatives of parliaments and parliamentary organizations* in Northern Europe gathered in 
Copenhagen on January 30, 2006 for a roundtable discussion on the future of the Northern 
Dimension.

The participants of the roundtable welcomed the re-activated and continued commitment of the 
European Commission, Russian Federation, Iceland and Norway to further develop the Northern 
Dimension policy. They also appreciated the dedication of the European Parliament to the progress 
of Northern Dimension, as demonstrated in its resolution of November 16, 2005. 

The Northern dimension that is now emerging is intended as a political and operational framework 
for the implementation of the four EU-Russia common spaces, (common economic space, common 
space of freedom, security and justice, common space of co-operation in the field of external 
security, common space on research, education and culture) which the participants of the roundtable 
regarded as a constructive and much wanted step forward. The process of elaborating and 
implementing the new Northern Dimension shall, in their opinion, involve actors at all levels and 
aim at achieving results of practical importance for the citizens. Participants noted with satisfaction 
that the November 2005 Ministerial Meeting on Northern Dimension invited all Northern 
Dimension parties and actors to participate in the debate on a new Northern Dimension.

The participants of the roundtable, being generally supportive of the Guidelines, emphasized

- that parliamentary involvement in the further development of the Northern dimension should be 
strengthened. The meetings in the recently established Extended Standing Committee of the 
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC) could serve as one of the fora for regular 
parliamentary deliberations and monitoring of the new Northern Dimension;

- that the Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership and the Northern Dimension 
Partnership in Health and Social Well-Being are successful examples of practical achievements 
within the Northern Dimension, and that they should be continued. The application of the 
Partnership model to other priority areas, such as transport and logistics, should be considered;

- that it is valuable that the Northern Dimension aims at filling the four EU-Russia common 
spaces with concrete content, while at the same time resting on a comprehensive view of the 
challenges in all parts of the Northern Dimension region;

- that the issues and challenges of the Arctic and Barents region should be given continued 
attention in the new Northern Dimension;

- that it is of crucial importance for the credibility and implementation of the Northern Dimension 
to strengthen coordination and cooperation between regional organizations in Northern Europe;

- that the EU should provide sufficient manpower and financial resources for a successful 
development of the Northern Dimension.

• National and regional parliaments of Denmark, Estonia,  Finland, Germany, Iceland, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, St. Petersburg, Russia, Sweden, Åland,

• Parliamentary organisations: Baltic Assembly, BSPC, Nordic Council, Parliamentary Association of North-
West Russia,  West Nordic Council

• European Parliament


