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The meeting opened at 9.05 with Mrs WALLIS in the chair.

Members excused: Mrs ROTH-BEHRENDT, Mr BONDE and Mrs STIHLER

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

Since there were no comments made on the draft agenda, it was adopted. As Mr BONDE and Mr 
SMITH were not able to attend the meeting the items on Soft Legislation and on Maritime Policy 
were postponed for the next EEA delegation meeting.

2. Approval of the minutes from the meeting in Brussels on 20 March 2007

The minutes had been distributed to the members prior to the meeting. There were no comments on 
the minutes, so the minutes were approved.

3. Consideration of the programme and the draft agenda for the EEA JPC meeting

The Chair noted that the CH-IPM is to take place in Bad Ragaz in Switzerland on Sunday 24 June 
to Tuesday 26 June prior to the EEA JPC meeting in Vaduz on 26-27 June. A general outlining of 
the programme and draft agenda was made and special attention was given to the fact that members 
should inform the secretariat if they would attend both of the meetings or just one of them. Mr Joe 
BORG, Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, would address the JPC meeting on the 27 
June on the Future Maritime Policy of the EU. Mr Michael AYRAL, Director, Regulatory Policy, 
DG Enterprise and Industry, would address the JPC on better lawmaking in the EU, linked to the 
item on Soft Law in the EEA (rapporteur BONDE). 

4. Consideration of the draft reports on The Annual Report on the functioning of the 
EEA in 2006
 
Co-rapporteurs:    Mrs Diana WALLIS (ALDE, UK)

Mr Gudlaugur Thór THÓRDARSON (Independence Party, Iceland)

Mrs WALLIS gave the floor to Mr Matthias BRINKMANN, Head of Unit, representing the 
European Commission, to update members on the events and progress of the EEA in 2006.

Mr BRINKMANN started by saying that the EEA work is going well, and that the biggest event 
right now has been the enlargement with Bulgaria and Romania in January 2007. It has not gone as 
smoothly as expected and hoped for, specifically in regard to the equal treatment and financial 
contributions as the EEA EFTA side had not shared the same opinion in these matters. Whilst the 
technical issues went quite quickly, this has been more difficult, and the negotiations did not 
manage to give a result in time for January 2007, and so there has been a situation of having two
States being members of the EU but not members of the EEA . In March, negotiations ended with 
the sum of €60 million until 2009. On 27th of April the Joint Committee decided on 70 acts to be 
incorporated in the EEA Agreement. He mentioned article 82.1A, 82.1B and 82.1C of the 
Agreement, where 82.1C could be useful in adapting to the new circumstances and an ad hoc group 
had been established to solve the remaining problems. Finally and in relation to the enlargement, he 
also mentioned negotiations on emission trading schemes, horizontal food laws as well as the vital 
importance of progress in the field of free movement of persons, specifically Third Country persons 
with family members in the EU. 



Mr JANOWSKI mentioned the two different financial mechanisms, namely the EEA financial
mechanism and the Norwegian bilateral contribution, and asked whether the amount of €60 million
relates to both of these. He also asked whether Switzerland as standing outside of the EEA 
Agreement is providing any form of aid to Bulgaria and Romania.

Mrs WALLIS asked for a comment on the work of the free movement of persons, namely non-
active persons such as students.

Mr BRINKMANN answered Mr JANOWSKI that the €60 million is accounted for both 
contributions and they account for roughly 50/50 of the amount. Concerning Swiss contributions,
nothing has been finalised for Bulgaria and Romania as of now, and there has not yet been an 
answer to the Commission letter that was sent regarding this. Regarding free movement of non-
active persons, students are highly welcomed, but the problem lies with the non-active persons with 
insufficient funds which might burden the social security system of the host country. 

Mrs WALLIS noted that there will be a preparatory meeting on 4 June where issues on Switzerland 
will be further discussed.

Mr SAKALAS, First Vice-Chair, continued on the question on free movement and the future 
possible enlargement of the Schengen Agreement, and who those candidates could be.

Mr BRINKMANN stated that all of the Member States obviously would be possible candidates, and 
that Norway and Iceland already are in. There have been talks with both Switzerland and 
Liechtenstein, and once the necessary changes in these countries have been made, they can opt for 
joining the Schengen area. He specifically mentioned the cooperation on the fight against fiscal 
fraud, where Liechtenstein had not yet started to negotiate.

5. Any other business

Mrs WALLIS mentioned two items, namely the EFTA Seminar on the Future EU Maritime Policy 
and the outcome of a Parliamentary Forum of the Northern Dimension Parliamentary Conference 
on 28 February - 1 March 2007. The former item has been postponed until autumn and a specific 
date will be presented later. Concerning the latter, such a Forum should take place every two years, 
first time in the spring of 2009. There would be no new institution created but rather a coordination 
of the existing parliamentary assemblies' policies within the Northern Dimension (the Baltic Sea 
Region and the Arctic Region). The European Parliament Conference of Presidents will consider 
this proposal at one of its next meetings. 

6. Next meeting

The next meeting of the SINEEA delegation is scheduled for 4 June 2007 in Brussels to prepare for 
the CH IPM in Bad Ragaz.

The EFTA side has expressed the wish to hold the autumn EEA JPC meeting in
Strasbourg. The Secretariat is looking into the possibility to hold the meeting during the November 
Session (14-15/11). Holding the meeting in Strasbourg gives the EFTA side the possibility of 
observing the plenary sittings and creates contacts to the political groups. 

*    *
*

The meeting finished at 9.45. 
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