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1. Opening of the meeting

Ms RAEVA, President of the EEA JPC opened the meeting welcoming Ambassador 
DROFENIK, representing the Slovenian Presidency-in-Office of the EEA Council, 
Mrs Elisabeth WALAAS, Norwegian Secretary State of Foreign Affairs and EFTA 
President of the EEA Council, Mr Matthias BRINKMANN, European Commission and 
President-in-Office of the EEA Joint Committee, Ambassador Oda SLETNES, EFTA 
President of the EEA Joint Committee and Mr Per SANDERUD, President of the 
EFTA Surveillance Authority.

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda (1081665)

The draft agenda was adopted

3. Approval of the minutes of the 29th meeting of the EEA JPC (1080536)

The minutes of the 29th meeting of the EEA JPC were approved

4. Development of the EEA Agreement and follow-up to resolutions 
adopted at the 29th Meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee

Statements by
 H.E. Mr Jozef DROFENIK, Ambassador, representing the Slovenian President-in-

Office of the EEA Council

H.E. Ambassador Jozef DROFENIK conveyed the greetings of Mr Dimitri RUPEZ, 
President-in-Office of the EEA Council, and gave a short review of the period since
the 29th EEA JPC meeting, referring to different political events notably the follow up 
of the Lisbon process, and the Climate change aspects as they have been in the 
centre of interest of the Council's recent debates. 

The European Energy legislative package and the ETS (Emission Trading System) 
are of highest importance for the EEA, and EEA Council will have to assess the EEA 
relevance and consequences. REACH Directive had also been discussed by the
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EEA Council and the relevant committees of EEA and EFTA had been dealing with it. 
The follow up of the field of services, had also been on the EEA Council agenda, as 
has the EU maritime policy, the trade negotiations on agricultural products with 
Iceland, and with Norway, in the frame of the respective protocols. In the political 
dialogue, the situation with regard to Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq had been 
discussed, and the EEA Council will follow up also to EFTA Council deliberations.

● Ms Elisabeth WALAAS, Norwegian Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs, 
representing the EFTA Presidency of the EEA Council, expressed her gratitude for 
this opportunity to exchange views on the EEA cooperation. EEA being the backbone 
of EFTA-EU cooperation, the EEA has served well the common objectives in the past
and in particular in the last year since the 29th meeting
Following topics have been in the legislative work process during the last year:
 the Food law package
 the Green house package with the ETS
 the Free residence directive
 the mutual recognition of professional diploma and the roaming provisions inter 

alia   
 Bulgaria and Romania have been welcomed in the EEA cooperation during last 

year as well

She also pointed out the challenges ahead such as transposition of EU legislation 
and others, and pointed to the extensive institutional changes with the Lisbon reform 
Treaty which should make the legislative process more efficient. She recognised the 
strengthened role of the European Parliament in the future, as well as that of National 
Parliaments with a view to subsidiarity.

Climate change policies and energy supply security being at top political level, 
Norway will continue to be a very close and reliable partner of the EU, and ETS and 
similar legislation are defined as EEA relevant. She assured the JPC that sustainable 
management of resources are also of the highest interest on the political agenda in 
Norway, notably in the framework of the "High North" area, where globally important 
issues have been dealt with through dialogue with the Nordic neighbour countries 
and the EU. 

●   Mr Matthias BRINKMANN; European Commission, President-in-Office of the EEA 
Joint Committee

Mr Matthias BRINKMANN reported on the highly satisfactory work of the Joint 
Committee in the last year, after having welcomed Bulgaria and Romania in the 
cooperation, by transposing about 170 legislations of important relevance in 2007. 
Notably, the REACH directive was adopted and transposed. The EEA-agreement 
has been functioning well and the cooperation had produced constructive and 
efficient results, including the realisation of the financial mechanisms.

The mechanisms expiring by 2009, negotiations have to be cancelled for the Second 
Semester in order to be achieved by the end of 2008. Of particular interest are the
upcoming debates including the energy markets and energy supply safety as well as 
climate oriented legislation and joint actions, such as the "energy package", ETS 1, 
the upcoming ETS 2, renewables, carbon capture and storage, all elements of 
shared priority such as the Lisbon Process, which Mr BRINKMANN stressed in
particular. With a reference to the large number of jobs created in this context, he 
underlined the efficiency and constructiveness of the EEA cooperation.
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 H.E. Mrs Oda H. SLETNES, Ambassador, EFTA President of the EEA Joint 
Committee

H.E. Mrs Oda SLETNES referred to the upcoming 15th anniversary of the EEA 
agreement, underlined its successful history ever since. She pointed out to what 
extent the Lisbon Reform Treaty will affect the EEA.

Giving a short overview of the political agenda since the 29th EEA JPC, she referred 
to the debates on the climate change and energy package, the Greenhouse gas 
trading Scheme ETS and the particularity of certain geographical areas in this regard 
as well as to the EU maritime policy.

 Mr Per SANDERUD, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority

Mr Per SANDERUD reported on the work of the Surveillance Authority and the newly 
adopted legislation in the course of the last year, notably with regard to the Single 
market (with a satisfying overall transposition score) pointed out some less efficient 
performances of single member states. He also commented on the Authority's 
assessments "under way", single member states national converting, with regard to 
carbon capture, specific taxation problems, national recycling schemes impending 
the single market and specific state aid schemes in the framework of housing policy.

Following members intervened in the debate:

Mr RÜBIG spoke on the Constitutional Convent and the Lisbon Reform Treaty, 
setting up a new and better balance between the institutions making the legislation 
process much more efficient and representative; he also referred to the energy policy 
as a high priority topic for a joint energy strategy of the EU including Norway and all 
EEA partners.

Mr HØGLUND, Norway, responding to Mr BONDE's proposals and commenting on 
the financial mechanism and the criteria on "least prosperous member states" as 
recipients of cohesion funding.

Mrs SLETNES on the possibility of EEA countries to intervene in the different 
legislatives procedures

Mr BENEDIKTSSON raised a specific question to Mr SANDERUD concerning the 
investigations on the Housing State Aid Scheme, and with regard to the financial 
mechanism, whether the EU was considering topping up the expected contribution.

Mr SANDERUD responded directly, as did Mr BRINKMANN by pointing out the 
general view of continuing the financial mechanism by making it stronger via 
substantial overall increase of contributions.

Ambassador DROFENIK informed the Committee that the EEA Council would like to 
reach general agreement under Slovenian Presidency on the negotiations on the 
financial mechanism.

Mrs WALAAS underlined that no legal obligation existed for the EEA countries to 
continue the financial mechanism but only a voluntary declaration by the countries. 
The contribution come up to 61 €/capita in Norway.
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Mr SIGURDSSON referred to the Iceland Housing State Aid Scheme, the Food Law 
Package's effects for Iceland and Norway.

Mr SANDERUD on the Iceland Social Housing State Aid 

Mr HANSEN, Vice President intervened on the above questions, commenting also on 
Mr BONDE's remarks and referred to the progress report concerning the Gender 
Institute and the decision making process, as well as to the questionable results in 
transposing legislation,

Mr BRINKMANN on the Gender Institute to be set up in Vilnius, its director still to be 
nominated, describing the size and composition of the institute to be led by a board 
of only 18 members, which excludes EFTA from having an observer of this board; 

Mrs SLETNES spoke on the involvement of the EEA Joint Committee in the different 
Committees in the Council of Ministers and in the European Commission.

5. Consideration of the draft report on The Annual Report on the 
Functioning of the EEA Agreement in 2007 (1081966)

Co-rapporteurs: Ms Renate WOHLWEND (Progressive Citizen's 
Party, Liechtenstein)
Mr Alyn SMITH (Greens/EFA, UK)

Mrs Renate WOHLWEND presented the 2007 Annual Report, focussing on the 
conclusion of the well functioning of the EEA, and specifically on ETS, free 
movement of people, programme participation and agencies (Youth in action, Life 
Long Learning, Culture). She also looked back to the period 1994-2004, and pointed 
to the effects of the financial mechanism since EU enlargement, welcoming the 
accession of Bulgaria and Romania.

Mr Alyn SMITH underlined the well functioning of the EEA, but warned of an 
increasing marginalisation of the EEA, referring to point 7. He also commented on 
the amendments and finalized his presentation with a general reference to EU policy
overruling EEA interests;

After interventions by Mr RÜBIG concerning the situation of cross-border workers in 
Switzerland, Mr Hans WIDMER and Mr BRINKMANN, Mr HANSEN, Ms 
JÚLÍUSDÓTTIR, Ms PANAYOTOPOULOS, Ms WOHLWEND, Mr SIGURDSSON, Mr 
HÖGLUND and Mr SMITH, the draft resolution was adopted as amended with
unanimity. 

6.  Consideration of the draft report on " Health Services in the EEA  (Ref. 
1082962)"

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Svein Roald HANSEN (Labour Party, Norway)
Mr Paul RÜBIG (EPP-ED, Austria)

Mr Svein HANSEN presented the draft report on Health Care services as subject of 
national public health care as well as in cross-border relation in the EEA setting,
where cross border health care mobility would become subject of EU and EEA 
responsibilities. He made reference to the legal framework, its impact on the EEA 
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countries, the public health in the EU Treaty, its implication on the single market, and 
the impact on national competences in EEA states in a period of growing patient 
mobility.

Mr RÜBIG, co-rapporteur, referred to the growing population of pensioners living 
outside their home countries, to the movement of health professionals, the health 
services offered at interesting prices across the borders, and referred to the 
principles that the citizens should benefit from any regulation. Home country funding 
should be accepted for health treatment through out the EEA, guaranteeing level of 
health care. Hospital treatments should be covered as well, and authorisation with 
minimal administrative burden should be at hands for any patient. "Benefit for 
patients", "Coordination of national policies" and "Mutual recognition" are ruling 
principles, should give the patients an optimal choice, and the charter of patients 
rights could be a base for standards of health services through out the EEA. 

Following members intervened in the debate:

Mr SIGURDSSON pointing to the highly political character of this proposal, touching 
on the very different Public Health Systems within the EEA, requesting to postpone 
and immediate adoption in order to gain time for more consultation;

Mr RÜBIG arguing that this resolution should be adopted prior to the Commission 
consultations in order to influence it, and to continue the debate as a follow up;

The President, Mrs RAEVA, on the pro's and cons of a postponement with a view to 
the decision making process within the EU institutions, pleading for a timely adoption 
of the proposal;

Mrs DÅVOY considering health care as an non-economic market, and the situation of 
Norway pensioners living 6 months per year in Spain, or people going abroad for 
health treatment for the better quality and climate, and also the case of very rare 
diseases that cannot be considered in a limited national frame; 

Mr HANSEN, in responding to the intervention, accepted the "preliminary" character 
of the report, and reiterated that it should be voted. He underlined the role of national 
health care rules as the backbone of the proposal, and the principle of competition 
between doctors, between pharmacists and between other market participants within 
the limits decided by each country;

Mrs JÚLÍUSDÓTTIR spoke in favour of the Committee giving an early opinion and 
thus influencing usefully the decision making, without this consultation being finalized 
but to be continued;

Mr SIGURDSSON argued that having received the draft report only a week ago the 
Icelandic delegation had not had time for consultation and thus would prefer not to 
vote today;

Mr RÜBIG referring to the deadlines for amendments withdrew his amendment in 
favour of a modification proposed by Vice President HANSEN, and pledged for a 
timely vote and adoption;

Mr BENEDIKTSSON commented on to specific amendments;

Mr HANSEN proposing to call the report preliminary, to adopt it and to transmit it to 
the European Commission as well as the national Health Authorities of the EFTA 
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countries, and to get back to it in autumn, as argued as well by Ms RAEVA and Mr 
RÜBIG.

The resolution was adopted unanimously with one abstention, integrating 5
amendments.

7. Future Perspectives for the European Economic Area (1082963) and 
1083200)

Presentation of a Working Document and draft recommendation

Co-rapporteurs: Ms Kartrin JÚLÍUSDÓTTIR (Social Democratic 
Alliance, Iceland)
Ms Bilyana RAEVA (ALDE, Bulgaria)

Ms JÚLÍUSDÓTTIR introduced the working paper, pointing out the effects of 
enlargement of the European Union as well as those to be expected from the Lisbon 
Reform Treaty, and also referring to the fundamental changes in the last decades 
such as the creation of the European Union, the completion of the Single Market, the 
introduction of the Euro, the development of a European Foreign Security and 
Defence Policy, the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Lisbon Strategy. The 
question was whether the EFTA Parliaments and the European Parliament felt that 
the Agreement needs to be revised. She also included the role of COSAC and the 
EFTA Parliaments' possibility to cooperate within the COSAC framework.

Ms RAEVA proposed to elaborate for the 31st meeting a report and resolution based 
on this working paper, and proposed also to invite Mr DUFF MEP to present to the 
Committee the consequences of the Lisbon Treaty for the EEA Parliaments.

Mr SAKALAS intervened on the historical changes and actual status of the EEA 
Agreement, and the necessary adoptions for the EEA EFTA states to follow up with, 
strengthening further their legitimacy

Following took the floor:

Mr BENEDIKTSSON on procedural matters and on the prospect and options for the 
EEA and the EEA EFTA states;

Vice President HANSEN on the same issue, referring to the concerned EFTA 
Parliaments to formulate more actively their request following the ratification of the 
Lisbon Treaty;

Mr BRINKMANN commenting on EEA relevance of all internal market relevant 
decisions or legal acts, and on a possible revision of the EEA agreement referring to 
Member States reluctance for any updating of the agreement, and pointed also to the 
effect of the Lisbon Treaty;

Ms JÚLÍUSDÓTTIR recalling that this resolution should be addressing the EEA EFTA 
States governments and Mr HANSEN proposing para 3 to be addressed to the EEA 
EFTA States governments;

Mr BENEDIKTSSON on the involvement of EEA EFTA Parliaments;
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Ms RAEVA commented on points 3 and 4 of the Working Document. She concluded 
by proposing to adopt the necessary modifications after a short break allowing for
formulating these. Having done so, the chair read out the modification, and they were 
adopted as well as the draft recommendation by unanimity.  

8.  Future work of the EEA JPC

Mr HANSEN proposed to include the future financial mechanism, the research 
programme, the regional authorities and health services in the working programme,
as well as the Future of the EEA agreement.
The Future of the EEA agreement, the future financial mechanism and the health 
services should be on the next agenda.

Mr SAKALAS proposed Global warming, Mr RÜBIG proposed Energy, and Mrs 
PANAYOTOPOULOS intervened as well. The secretariat would draw up a draft 
agenda for the meeting to take place in autumn 2008 in Brussels.

9.  Any other business

Mr CADUFF commented on the letter he had sent to all members on Liechtenstein
as a financial centre. Mr RÜBIG intervened on this topic, requesting a proper debate 
of the events concerning Liechtenstein and Germany. Mr BRINKMANN referred to 
the Anti-Fraud Agreement.

Mr CADUFF agreed that a debate of the topic at a later stage would be appropriate 
and was welcomed by his delegation. 

10.  Next meeting

Ms RAEVA invited the Committee to meet in the European Parliament in Brussels for 
the 31st EEA JPC meeting in November 2008.

The meeting was closed at 16.30h.

25 June 2008/SP/HO
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