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1st European Union - West Nordic Council IPM
Reykjavik: 28 April 2008

1. Opening of the 1st EU-West Nordic Council Interparliamentary
Meeting by Mr Karl V. MATTHIASSON, President of the West Nordic 
Council and Ms Bilyana RAEVA, Chair of the Delegation of the 
European Parliament

Mr Karl V. MATTHÍASSON, President of the West Nordic Council opened 
the 1st meeting of the EU-West Nordic Council JPM, and presented his 
delegation consisting of Mr Kári P. Højgaard from the Faroe Islands and 
Ms Ruth HEILMANN from Greenland , both Vice Presidents
Ms RAEVA welcomed members of the West Nordic Council and presented 
the European Parliament delegation.

2. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted.

3. The Climate Change and its implications for the environment of 
the North Atlantic and the Arctic Region

Mr SAKALAS presented a Slide show on the climate change focussing on
 the impact of climate change on the poorest communities in the 

world
 the UN-Bangkok Climate Change Talks and the Climate Pact to 

be concluded in 2009
 the EU objectives 20-20-20 and Iceland's initiatives on the 

climate change and the contributions of EU, EEA and SINEEA 
to tackle the problem.

Mr MATTHÍASSON intervened on the effects of climate change on the 
West Nordic Islands and the West Nordic Council's approach to the 
problem, suggesting

 to strengthen EU-Arctic relations
 insisting that the EC should pay more attention to the Arctic 

region, when working on new directives.
 the EU to prioritize arctic regional policy.

Mr Paul RÜBIG briefed members the Climate change debate taking place 
in the EP's Temporary Climate Change Committee and its working 
calendar and methods, referring in detail to

 conflicts over resources and economic damage in coastal 
regions
 the loss of territories and the induced migration
 the tension over energy supplies and the subsequent political 
pressures
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and concluded by presenting the enhancing capacities at the EU level, still
in need of closer cooperation with third countries.

4. Maritime policy for transport and security in the North Atlantic 
and in the Arctic Region

Mr Alyn SMITH introduced this topic referring to the EP resolution of 12 
July 2007 on a future maritime policy, pointing out

 the EU-maritime space and policies and networks for 
surveillance

 the climate change related measures
 a number of measures to develop the EU maritime policy

Mr MATTHÍASSON followed by informing the meeting of the more specific 
needs of the Arctic region, and invited the delegation to participate in a 
conference and hearing on 5 June 2008 in Tórshavn, Faroe Islands on 
rescue cooperation in the North Atlantic.

5. The Northern Dimension Policy and the Intercultural Dialogue

Mrs PANAYOTOPOULOS-CASSIOTOU focussed on the intercultural 
dialogue as building bridges as prescribed by the Lisbon Council, in order 
to use the cultural sector within the Lisbon strategy. European Parliament 
had according to her a clear set of objectives and wanted to strengthen the 
intercultural dialogue for the achievement of a higher level of synergies
with its neighbours. Promotion of strengthening the multicultural richness
of the different parts of the European Union and making use of it also with 
regard to the neighbourhood should be beneficiary to all of the 
participants.

Mr MATTHÍASSON referred to the social and cultural aspects of the 
Northern Dimension Policy, and pointed towards the specific problems 
with abuse of alcoholic beverages, and alcoholism, particularly with the 
indigenous peoples, namely the Inuits. He also referred to gender equality 

6. Any other business

Mr BONDE intervened on working methods pointing out that for the EP 
this delegation would be the counterpart for Greenland and Faroe Islands, 
inviting them to place a representative of their parliaments with the EP in 
Brussels, making a reference to solution being established with the Saami
people.

Mr SMITH followed up with describing how the Scottish Parliament is 
represented in the European Parliament, and also raised the question
whether the Scottish Parliament should be part of the West Nordic 
Council. 
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7. Date and place of the next meeting

Mr MATTHÍASSON and Ms RAEVA concluded the meeting at 18:40.
Ms RAEVA invited the WNC to the 2nd Interparliamentary Meeting to be
held in Brussels in connection with the First Northern Dimension
Parliamentary Forum in early 2009.

Adlib Express Watermark


	DEEA20090224_07.doc

