
Note on the Faroes and Greenland

The Faroes

Relations Faroes - Denmark
The Faroes is a self-governing nation within the Danish Kingdom. The Faroese Home 
Rule Government holds legislative and executive powers over fields of responsibility 
within its purview, which includes state administration and most domestic affairs. 

The Government of the Faroes may further negotiate and conclude agreements under 
international law with foreign states and international organisations, which relate 
entirely to subject matters under the jurisdiction of the Authorities of the Faroes.

The Danish State Authorities, however, still decide matters concerning the foreign 
relations of the State. The Faroes' negotiating mandate does consequently not apply to 
agreements under international law affecting defence and security policy, or 
agreements which are to apply to Denmark, or which are negotiated within an 
international organisation of which the Kingdom of Denmark is a member. 

Relations Faroes - EU
The Faroes is being regarded as a third country in an EU context, since they opted to 
remain outside when Denmark joined the union in 1973. The overriding reason for 
this was the EU Common Fisheries Policy - membership in this arrangement was not 
considered to be in the best interests of the Faroes as a fisheries dependent nation. 

The formal relationship between the Faroes and the EU is regulated by two bilateral 
agreements – a Free Trade Agreement and a Bilateral Fisheries Agreement.

Other international/regional obligations
The Faroes has various formal connections with other parts of the world. They enjoy a
separate status as a self-governing territory in the Nordic Council of Ministers. They 
also participate in a range of programmes and projects initiated under the Arctic 
Council. 

Greenland

Relations Greenland - Denmark
Greenland's relationship to Denmark is very similar to the Faroes'; it is a distinct 
community within the Kingdom of Denmark and its Home Rule Government
exercises legislative and executive power in most fields related to domestic affairs and 
state administration.

While the Danish State Authorities has jurisdiction in questions affecting the foreign 
relations of the Kingdom, it may empower the home rule authorities to advance 
special Greenland interests by taking part in international negotiations of special 
importance for Greenland's commercial life. Further, where matters of particular 
interest to Greenland are at issue, the central authorities may authorise the 
Government of Greenland to negotiate directly, with the cooperation of the Foreign 
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Service, provided such negotiation is not considered incompatible with the unity of 
the Kingdom.

Relations Greenland - EU
Home Rule for Greenland was not introduced until 1979; consequently Greenland 
became a member of the EC when Denmark joined the European Community in 1973.
However, Greenland withdrew from the EC in 1985, but remained associated to the 
community as one of the overseas countries and territories (OCTs).

Since 1985 Greenland has had special fishing arrangements under its association with 
the EC. 

On 1 January 2007, a new agreement between Greenland and the EU entered into 
force that further strengthens the relationship and cooperation between the two 
parties. While naturally including fisheries, the agreement further involves e.g. 
cooperation in the fields of education, climate change, and development of alternative 
energy sources. 

Other international/regional obligations
As the Faroes, Greenland has a range of formal relations with other parts of the world.
Greenland is an independent member of the Nordic Council, and participates in the 
activities of the Arctic Council together with Denmark and the Faroes. Greenland 
further cooperates with the Inuit peoples of Canada, Alaska and Russia through its 
membership of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC), which has official status as 
an NGO within the UN system. 
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