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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SWITZERLAND,

ICELAND, AND NORWAY AND TO THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC AREA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

WEST NORDIC COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting on 

Wednesday, 11 February 2009

16.00 - 17.00

 RoomA5E1
Brussels

1. Opening of the meeting

Ms RAEVA, Chair of the meeting, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone 
and especially H.E. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN, Head of Mission of the Faroes to the 
EU on the work/activities of the WNC (the Faroes - Greenland - Iceland) and on 
its relations with the EU.

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted

3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held in Strasbourg on 22 October       
2008

The minutes of the meeting in Strasbourg 22 October 2008 were approved

With a view to the 2nd EU-West Nordic Council Interparliamentary Meeting to 
be held in Brussels on 24 February 2009 

4. Briefing by:

H.E. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN, Head of Mission of the Faroes to the EU on the work/ 
activities of the WNC (the Faroes - Greenland - Iceland) and on its relations with 
the EU.
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Mr Jonhard ELIASEN thanked for the opportunity to attend the meeting and 
started his briefing and talked about the size of the area and the population. The 
area of the West Nordic Countries is quite big, but the population is less than half 
a million. H.E. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN said, we feel ourselves as a part of Europe 
and we have a European identity and we regard ourselves and our society as quite 
modern. Even thought our economies have traditional structures, and that goes 
especially for fisheries and wale - and seal hunting. 

Mr Jonhard ELIASEN stated that the statues of Greenland and the Faroes are 
different from Iceland, they are self governed. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN compared 
the Faroes to a black hole as they have very thin formal relation with Europe. 
They have only two agreements, one on trade and one fishery. 

Concerning the relations to Europe, Mr ELIASEN said that some of the West 
Nordic Countries have been discussing closer relations, and that Iceland has a very 
close relation to Europe as an EEA-member, and that it possibly can get even 
closer with an EU membership. Also in the Faroes are they discussing this issue, 
they are right now doing a profound analysis on risk, gains, cost and benefits on a 
closer relationship with Europe. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN continued, the West 
Nordic Countries are quite wealthy, even thought they are now in an economic 
slowdown. They are economically quite fare above the average in the EU. 

In recent years, Iceland and the Faroes have established one economic area, and 
Mr Jonhard ELIASEN said that that cooperation goes even further that the EEA 
agreement. The relations between the Faroes and Europe has also been discussed, 
but they do not know to day which way to go and how to approach a closer 
cooperation; EFTA approach first, an EEA similar cooperation or both or parallel, 
they do not have any clear answer to that yet. 

As comes to the ability of Greenland and the Faroes to conduct Foreign Policy,  
Mr ELIASEN thinks that there are similarities with the EU; in some areas Brussels 
shares the power with other cities and/ or capitals in the member States, and in the 
same way, Mr Jonhard ELIASEN continued, we have mixed competence in the 
Danish System. In this respect, Denmark is a very complex state as it is an EU 
member, but Greenland and the Faroes are outside the EU. But what we are very 
much aware of, is that the geopolitical picture in the area is about to change. Mr 
Jonhard ELIASEN does not foresee the same tension as in the cold war period, but 
what he/they can see is the consequences of a new strategy of major power 
regarding to the arctic region. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN mentioned, for example, the 
EP resolution from October 2008, on Arctic Governance, as a very important 
paper for them, as well as the Commission communication from November 2008 
on this issue. 

Mr Jonhard ELIASEN also mentioned that they see a fundamental interest in the 
possibilities of gas and oil exploration as well as minerals. Mr ELIASEN 
continued and said that they are noting a lot of interesting things about the 
environment in the EU papers. They find that EU has a strategic interest in this 
area and an interest in a dialogue with the countries and the people in the area. He 
also mentioned maritime security and expressed his willingness of being taken on 
board when constructing this maritime infrastructures, at the same time we also 
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feel that there are very nice word on the possibilities of exploit the living resources 
in the area. 

The Ambassador continued and presented the West Nordic Council, and said the 
they consider them selves as guardians of West Nordic interest and have a clear 
focus on sustainability and resource management.  And if we look at their 
activities, we see that they again and again are telling the EU and other countries 
that the West Nordic Countries have the right to exploit the recourses in their 
living areas.  

However, Mr ELIASEN said that there is a gap between the words in the EU 
policy and when it comes to the policy of the EU in the real world, especially for 
the seal hunting in Greenland. Mr Jonhard ELIASEN said that they understand 
that the parliamentarians are under a lot of pressure from NGO´s in the EU, but he 
explained their point of view regarding seal hunting and express their right of 
exploit their own recourses, of course in a sustainable way.  

The speech was followed by a short discussion, in which MEP Ms Catherine 
Stihler, Mr Jonhard Eliasen and Mr Stefan H. Jóhannesson, Ambassador of 
Iceland took part. They spoke about what will happen if Iceland joins the EU; the 
climate change and the great challenge it is for the region as well as what good 
can/will come out of the green economy and eco tourism. Ms Catherine Stihler 
also mentioned that the EP has a different perspective regarding the seals and that 
it is a very sensitive issue in the European Parliament. 

5. Consideration of the programme and draft agenda for the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee meeting 

Ms Bilyana Raeva presented the draft agenda and the nomination of the first EP-
speakers for the 2nd EU-West Nordic Council Interparliamentary meeting on the
24th February in the European Parliament, Brussels. 

Proposal for nomination of first EP speakers:

Item 3: Sustainable utilisation of the living resources of the Sea
- Seal and whale hunting
EU common fisheries policy and the North Atlantic

 Mr Alyn Smith

Item 4: EU-Greenland Partnership Agreement and its future perspectives
 Mr Mieczyslaw Edmund JANOWSKI 

Item 5: The Climate Change and its implications for the environment
 Mr Paul RÜBIG

Item 6:  Maritime policy for transport and security
 Ms Diana WALLIS
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Item 7: The Northern Dimension and its Arctic Window
 Ms Bilyana RAEVA

6. Any other business

The Chair, Ms Ms Bilyana RAEVA presented the First Northern Dimension 
Parliamentary Forum, which is being held in the European Parliament on the 25-
26 February 2009 in Brussels. The EP is going to be represented by 20 MEP´s, but 
Ms Raeva hopes that also additional MEPs want to participate.

7. Next meeting 

The 2nd EU-West Nordic Council IPM takes place on 24 February 2009 in 
Brussels.

The next Delegation meeting is scheduled to take place on 2 March 2009 in 
Brussels to prepare for the 25th EU- Norway IPM on 16 March in Brussels and for 
the 32nd EEA JPC on 25-26 March in Strasbourg. 

ATTENDANCE LIST

Members
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RAEVA (Chair) - PANAYOTOPOULOS - STIHLER

Excused: SAKALAS (Vice-Chair) - DAHL (Vice-Chair) - SMITH - JANOWSKI

Political Groups

HEISTER (PPE-DE) - PERRIN (PSE)

Members' Assistants

MATEV (RAEVA) - CHRYSOGOLOU (PANAYOTOPOULOS) -
WANNINGER (SAKALAS) - BANASZKIEWICZ (JANOWSKI) -
HUMPRHEYS (SMITH)

EXPO Staff

GRUNERT - SCHULZ - CHENG

Delegation Secretariat

OLSEN - d'AGOSTO - DALL'OZZO - JARNHAMM

Special invited

The Mission of the Faroes: Amb. Jonhard ELIASEN and Gunnar Holm-
Jacobsen, Minister Counsellor
The Icelandic Mission: Amb. Stefan H. JÓHANNESSON
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