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DECISIONS
The European Commission on 7 December announced it had allocated a further € 7 million in 
humanitarian aid for the most vulnerable Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as well in 
refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. The aid will provide access to food, clean water and 
sanitation for the poorest Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and help rehabilitate the shelters 
of thousands of refugees. It will be channelled through ECHO, the European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Office.  More at http://europa.eu.int/comm/echo/index_en.htm

The European Commission on 9 December approved the first national Action Plans under the 
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), five of which are designed for Mediterranean Partners 
(Israel, Jordan, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority, and Tunisia).  The Action Plans are the product 
of negotiations with each Partner. They will help strengthen democracy, good governance, the rule of 
law and human rights, as well as support economic modernisation. The concrete benefits they contain 
include the chance to participate in some EU programmes and a stake in the EU Internal Market. In 
addition, the EU is offering more targeted help to tackle cross-border issues such as migration and 
trafficking, as well as improved interconnections and physical links with the EU in areas like energy and 
transport. For each Partner the Action Plan provides an agenda for work with the EU over the next 3-5 
years. The plans do not replace, but build upon the existing Association Agreements. More at 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/world/enp/index_en.htm

The EU Council of Ministers on 2 December adopted a Regulation extending, until the end of 
2006, EU support to the development and consolidation of democracy and respect for Human 
Rights in third countries, with € 134 million for aid programmes worldwide, including 
Mediterranean Partners. The Regulation amends a 1999 text which provided for € 260 million for 
1999-2004. The Programming document 2005-2006 for the European Initiative for Democracy 
and Human Rights (EIDHR) was adopted by the European Commission on 6 December. The 
document sets out the objectives and priorities for the worldwide EIDHR programme, which 
complements MEDA in the South Mediterranean region, notably through support to civil society. 
Priorities for non-candidate Mediterranean Partners are “Fostering a culture of human rights” and 
“Promoting the democratic process”. The document will soon be on line at 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/eidhr/documents_en.htm

INITIATIVES
The European Commission on 7 December proposed negotiating directives to the EU Council for 
the conclusion of a co-operation agreement with Morocco on that country’s participation in the 
GALILEO Programme. GALILEO is the EU’s Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) for civil 
communications. The agreement would involve industrial and scientific co-operation, particularly on 
standardisation, and developing specific applications for Morocco and its geographic environment. 
More on GALILEO at http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport/galileo and 
http://www.galileoju.com. 
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MEETINGS
Ø The 5th meeting of the EU-Israel Association Council will be held on 13 December in Brussels.  

Discussions will mainly focus on the state of and prospects for EU-Israel relations, particularly the 
implementation of the Association Agreement and the Action Plan drawn up under the European 
Neighbourhood Policy. The Strategic Partnership for the Mediterranean and Middle East will also be 
discussed. Subjects to be addressed under Political Dialogue include the Middle East conflict and the 
situation in the region, non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, anti-Semitism, and the Fight 
against Terrorism. In addition, the Association Council is expected to endorse the arrangements on Rules 
of Origin arrived at by officials of the two sides. The meeting will be attended by Israel’s Foreign 
Minister Silvan Shalom, his Dutch and Luxembourg counterparts Bernard Bot and Jean Asselborn 
respectively on behalf of the current and next EU Presidencies, as well as EU High Representative Javier 
Solana and European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, Benita 
Ferrero-Waldner.  

Ø The Ad Hoc Liaison Committee for assistance to the Palestinians (AHLC) met on 8 December in 
Oslo under the Chairmanship of Norway’s Foreign Minister Jan Petersen. Participants representing 
international donors to the Palestinian Authority, including the EU, expressed the strong support of the 
international community for the current Palestinian transition leadership. The AHLC considered the 
serious economic crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and discussed measures for economic 
stabilisation and revival. Progress in the Palestinian reform programme was reviewed, and the immediate 
need for additional budget support to the Palestinian Authority was emphasised in view of the continued 
strong efforts at public financial reform. The preconditions for Palestinian economic revival were also 
discussed, including action that would have to be taken by Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Donors 
felt the need to establish a programme of further actions, and the Chair called for a further meeting in 
early 2005.

Ø A new office for the Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership (FEMIP), 
managed by the European Investment Bank (EIB), was officially opened in Tunis on 9 December.
The new representative office is to ensure co-ordination with the Tunisian authorities, borrowers, the 
banking sector and lenders. It will start operations in early January, 2005. The opening ceremony was led 
by EIB Vice-President in charge of FEMIP, Philippe de Fontaine Vive, and EIB Director General for 
Lending Operations outside the EU, Jean-Louis Biancarelli, in the presence of Tunisia’s Minister for 
Development and International Co-operation, Mohamed Jouini. The opening was preceded by a 
conference on “Starting up a business in Tunisia” organised by the Tunisian Ministry of Development 
and International Co-operation. In the margins of the conference, a €25 million loan for local 
infrastructure in Tunisia was signed by Mr de Fontaine Vive and the Managing Director of the 
Tunisian Fund for lending and support to local authorities (CPSCL), Mohammed Zakhama. 
http://www.eib.org/lending

Ø European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, Benita 
Ferrero-Waldner, and her colleague in charge of Economic and Monetary Affairs Joaquin 
Almunia will take part in the “Forum for the Future” meeting scheduled for 11 and 12 December 
in Rabat. The meeting is a follow-up to the G 8 summit held at Sea Island, USA last June, and stems 
from the US inspired “Broader Middle East and North Africa” initiative. It will take place at Ministerial 
Level, bringing together representatives of the G 8 and the Middle East/North Africa region. 

Ø The launch meeting for the Euro-Mediterranean Industrial Co-operation Dialogue on Textiles & 
Clothing will take place on 13 December in Brussels at senior officials’ level. After a presentation of 
the EU policy framework for the textile and clothing sector after 2005, there will be an exchange of 
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views on what can be expected from Euro-Mediterranean co-operation in this area. This will be followed 
by a general discussion of working methods to be established to set the co-operation in motion. The 
meeting takes place against the background of the forthcoming abolition of import quotas on textile and 
clothing products under new WTO rules.

Ø The 2nd meeting of the Pan-Euro-Med Working Group on Rules of Origin is scheduled to take 
place on 15 December 2004 in Brussels. The Working Group was created to deal with any issue of 
implementation of the pan-Euro-Mediterranean cumulation of origin between the Mediterranean 
Partners, Romania, Bulgaria, the EFTA countries, the Faeroe Islands, and the EU. At this meeting, the 
Working Group is expected to adopt its rules of procedure. The meeting will also be an opportunity for 
participating countries to inform each other on where they stand with the introduction of the pan-euro-
med protocol on rules of origin in their free trade agreements. There will also be an exchange of views 
on the draft explanatory notes which were developed to assist the customs administrations of all partner 
countries to implement the new origin protocol in a correct and uniform manner. For any further 
information, please mail Kristian.Vangrieken@cec.eu.int .

Ø The European Parliament Delegation for Relations with the Maghreb Countries and the Arab 
Maghreb Union (including Libya) will meet on 16 December in Strasbourg, France. The main point 
on the agenda is a discussion on EU-Algeria Relations in the presence of the Algerian Ambassador to the 
EU, Halim Benattallah. 

Ø The 3rd EU-Jordan Economic Dialogue took place on 6 December in Amman. This was the first  
EU-Jordan Economic Dialogue since the Neighbourhood Action Plan for Jordan was drawn up. Senior 
Officials from Jordan’s Ministries of Planning and Finance, as well as the Central Bank of Jordan, and 
representatives of the Jordanian business community and the European Commission discussed 
implementation of the economic and social priorities set in the EU-Jordan Neighbourhood Action Plan 
expected to be launched shortly.  Those priorities include the financial market, banking regulations, 
structural reforms, social development and economic aspects of poverty alleviation, fiscal policy, and  
public finance management.

Ø Two conferences aimed at presenting the Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and 
Partnership (FEMIP) to Syria’s private sector were held on 6 December in Aleppo and on 8 
December in Damascus. The conferences were organised and co-chaired by the Syrian Finance 
Ministry and the European Investment Bank (EIB), which is entrusted with managing FEMIP. Some 500 
participants in both conferences heard representatives of Syria, other Mediterranean Partners, the 
European Commission, the EIB and Mediterranean business organisations. http://www.eib.org

PROGRAMMES & PROJECTS
p SIGNING OF 3 EU-SYRIA FINANCING AGREEMENTS WORTH € 47 MILLION

Financing Agreements for three MEDA funded programmes for Syria totalling € 47 million were signed 
on 8 December in Damascus by the Director for the South Mediterranean/Near and Middle East Area at 
the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation Office, Richard Weber, Syrian Ministers for 
Finance and Local Administration, and the Head of Syria’s State-Planning Commission. The € 21 
million Vocational Education and Training Programme aims to improve vocational education and 
training as regards the textile and maintenance sectors in three pilot governorates (Damascus, Aleppo 
and Homs). The € 18 million Municipal Administration Modernisation programme will support Syrian 
cities in improving their administration, financial management and environment practices. Lastly the € 8 
million Modernisation of the Ministry of Finance project will provide support to upgrade the 
institutional framework in the field of taxation and public finance. http://www.delsyr.cec.eu.int



EEUURROOMMEEDD SSYYNNOOPPSSIISS
WWeeeekkllyy nneewwsslleetttteerr oonn tthhee EEuurroo--MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp

aanndd tthhee MMEEDDAA PPrrooggrraammmmee

Issue No 295 9 December 2004

PRODUCED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION (EuropeAid Cooperation Office DG)                                                                                              4
WEB SITE: http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/med/index_en.htm
E-MAIL: europeaid-euromedinfo@cec.eu.int - TEL: (+32-2) 295.40.96
The Synopsis is on the web at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/euromed/publication.htm
Search Synopsis back numbers at http://www.euromedheritage.net/en/synopsis/synopsis.php  
Euromed Synopsis recipients are welcome to partly or fully reproduce and disseminate the contents of the publication provided that they 
acknowledge the source.

p FIRST EURO-MED TRAINING SEMINAR ON MIGRATION
The first MEDA funded Euro-Mediterranean Seminar on Migration will take place from 13 to 18 
December in Florence, Italy as part of the Migration strand of the Regional Programme on Justice, 
Police and Migration, managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation Office. The 
Seminar will be jointly organised by the Commission and the hosting institution, the Robert Schuman 
Centre of  the European University Institute, under the title “International Migration in the Euro-
Mediterranean Area and the Enlarged European Union”. Speakers will be academics from the EU and 
Mediterranean Partners, as well as representatives of the European Commission and the International 
Labour Organisation.  

p TOWARDS AN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACTION PLAN FOR ‘AGADIR COUNTRIES’
Officials and experts from the countries involved in the Agadir Agreement on sub-regional free trade 
(Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia) agreed to set up, at short notice, an experts’ committee entrusted 
with drafting an action plan aimed at ensuring adequate protection of intellectual property in the 
countries concerned, and establishing relevant mechanisms. The initiative  emerged from an Intra-
Regional Seminar on ‘Intellectual Property Rights’ held from 29 November to 2 December in Cairo
within the MEDA funded EuroMed Market Regional Programme, managed by the European 
Commission’s EuropeAid Cooperation Office. The Seminar aimed to promote a common approach 
among Agadir countries on intellectual property rights legislation. http://www.euromedmarket.org

p FIRST “TRAIN THE TRAINERS” SEMINAR FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATIONS PROJECT
The first “Train the Trainers” Seminar to be held as part of the MEDA funded Training of Public 
Administrations regional project, managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation 
Office, will take place from 13 to 17 December in Maastricht, the Netherlands. The Seminar will be 
devoted to the identification of training needs and the development of training plans and capacities. The 
“Train the Trainers” series of seminars aims at improving the capacity of Mediterranean Partners to 
implement Association Agreements with the EU. Participants will be senior managers and officials in 
training institutes and authorities responsible for human resources. The project is co-ordinated by the 
European Institute of Public Administration. 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Mediterranean Partners
MEDSTAT Statistical co operation Phase II - Mediterranean Region 
Reference: EuropeAid/120096/C/SV/Multi                Status: Open (until 14.01.2005)

Technical assistance to the Third Regional Environment Programme in the Mediterranean 
(SMAP III)
Reference: EuropeAid/120172/C/SV/Multi
Budget EUR: 4000000   Status: Open (until 07.01.2005)

Equipment (hardware and software) for EMWIS/SEMIDE Phase II Location France Algeria 
Cyprus Egypt Israel Jordan Lebanon Malta Morocco Syria Tunisia Turkey Palestinian 
Territories 
Reference: EuropeAid/120332/D/S/Multi    Status: Open (until 05.01.2005)
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EU Partnership for Peace
Reference: EuropeAid/120698/C/G/Multi    Status: Open (until 26.01.2005)

Algeria 
Acquisition d’équipements de réprographie et audiovisuel destinés aux écoles de formation de la 
Sureté Nationale d’Alger d’Annaba et de Sidi Bel Abbes. 
Reference: EuropeAid/116491/D/S/DZ                                    Status: Open (until 05.02.2005)

Equipements et matériels scientifiques destinés aux laboratoires de police scientifique 
Reference: EuropeAid/117163/D/S/DZ                                      Status: Open (until 05.02.2005)

Jordan 
Environment Food Laboratories
Reference: EuropeAid/120342/D/S/JO   Status: Open (until 30.01.2005)

Lebanon 
MSC Environment No. 02 Middle East Lebanon 
Reference: EuropeAid/120050/D/S/LB   Status: Open (until 15.12.2004)

Supply of Equipment for Vocational Training (VET) Centers
Reference: EuropeAid/120317/C/S/LB    Status: Open (until 25.01.2005)

Morocco 
Acquisition de bibliobus aménagés et des ressources documentaires destinés aux provinces de 
taounate sefrou larache figuig khemisset khenifra el jadida et chtouka ait baha / maroc  
Reference: EuropeAid/114443/D/S/MA                                 Status: Open (until 16.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer l’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans 
le secteur du Tourisme
Reference: EuropeAid/120203/D/SV/MA
Budget EUR: 1615400                                                              Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour le développement du marché de l’emploi dans les secteurs du 
Tourisme/ Hôtellerie du Textile Habillement et des NTIC l’identification des champs et des 
structures du secteur du Tourisme la mise en place d’un observatoire
Reference: EuropeAid/120204/D/SV/MA
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Budget EUR: 1539600                           Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de l’offre de formation et 
développer l’apprentissage dans le secteur du Tourisme
Reference: EuropeAid/120205/D/SV/MA   Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour le développement du secteur privé de formation dans les secteurs du 
Tourisme du Textile Habillement et des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de 
Communication (NTIC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120206/D/SV/MA                            Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer l’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans 
le secteur du Textile Habillement 
Reference: EuropeAid/120207/D/SV/MA                               Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de l’offre de formation et 
développer l’apprentissage dans le secteur du Textile Habillement
Reference: EuropeAid/120208/D/SV/MA                            Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer l’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans 
le secteur des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de Communication (NTIC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120209/D/SV/MA                               Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de l’offre de formation dans le 
secteur des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de Communication (NTIC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120210/D/SV/MA                              Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Travaux de conservation des eaux et des sols d’amélioration sylvopastorale et d’infrastructures 
collectives
Reference: EuropeAid/120314/M/W/MA                                 Status: Open (until ?)

Gestion des Contrôles Frontaliers Assistance technique à l’unité de gestion du projet 
Reference: EuropeAid/120406/C/SV/MA
Budget EUR: 2033500                                                            Status: Open (until 27.12.2004)

Programme de recherche d’appui au projet Arganier
Reference: EuropeAid/120519/D/G/MA                                Status: Open (until 01.02.2005)
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AO N 12/2004 projet Khenifra Marché de matériel divers comprenant des équipements d’élevage 
et apicole pour le Projet de Développement Rural Participatif dans le Moyen Atlas Central de la 
Province de Khenifra MAROC 
Reference: EuropeAid/120582/M/S/MA                            Status: Open (until 14.12.2004)

AO N 04/2004/ projet Chefchaouen achat de matériel technique materiel apicole Lieu d’ exécution 
province de chefchaouen Maroc 
Reference: EuropeAid/120591/M/S/MA                            Status: Open (until 14.12.2004)

AO N 05/2004 projet chefchaouenachat de matériel technique ruches et accessoires Lieu 
d’exécution province de chefchaouen Maroc 
Reference: EuropeAid/120592/M/S/MA                          Status: Open (until 14.12.2004) 

AO N 06/2004 projet Chefchaouen achat de matériel technique matériel cunicole Lieu d’ 
exécution province de chefchaouen Maroc 
Reference: EuropeAid/120593/M/S/MA                          Status: Open (until 15.12.2004)

Syria 
Supply and Installation of Equipment and Furniture (STE E F) [Re launch of TWO lots)
Reference: EuropeAid/120575/M/S/SY                         Status: Open (until 20.12.2004) 

TTuunniissiiaa
FFoouurrnniittuurree dd’’eennccooddeeuurrss GGPPSS eett ddee llooggiicciieellss SSIIGG eett ddee ttrraaiitteemmeenntt dd’’iimmaaggeess ssaatteelllliitteess
RReeffeerreennccee:: EEuurrooppeeAAiidd//111199996622//DD//SS//TTNN SSttaattuuss:: OOppeenn ((uunnttiill 0066..0011..22000055))

Fourniture et installation des équipements d’irrigation d’un barrage collinaire
Reference: EuropeAid/120318/D/S/TN                                Status: Open (until 06.01.2005)

Mission d’assistance à la privatisation de la Société Tunisienne de Chaux (STC) 
Reference: EuropeAid/120361/D/SV/TN
Budget EUR: 400000                                                         Status: Open (until 24.12.2004)
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Turkey 
Supply delivery installation putting into operation maintenance and after sales service of the 
Scientific equipment
Reference: EuropeAid/116477/D/S/TR     Status: Open (until 14.12.2004)

Support to participation in EU events; management of a travel facility
Reference: EuropeAid/117468/C/SV/TR
Budget EUR: 500000     Status: Open (until 28.12.2004)

Supply of Fire Fighting and Rescue Vehicles and Associated Equipment required for the 
implementation of the operation ?Fire Brigades Rehabilitation and Upgrading in the Greater 
Municipality of Izmit Province of Kocaeli? 
Reference: EuropeAid/117846/D/S/TR    Status: Open (until 24.01.2005)

Supply of Fire Fighting and Rescue Vehicles and Associated Equipment required for the 
implementation of the operation ?Fire Brigades Rehabilitation and Upgrading in the Greater 

Municipality of Adapazary Province of Sakarya? 
Reference: EuropeAid/117847/D/S/TR    Status: Open (until 07.02.2005)

Call for expression of interest to set up a list of pre selected consultants in order provide 
administrative and technical assistance to the Representation of the European Commission. 
Deadline for first evaluation round 7 May 2004
Reference: EuropeAid/119722/C/SV/TR                       Status: Open (until 31.01.2007)

Strengthening Sexual and Reproductive Health Pre-Service Training Capacity
Reference: EuropeAid/119970/C/SV/TR    Status: Open (until 10.01.2005)

Transportation Infrastructure Needs Assessment (TINA)
Reference: EuropeAid/120093/D/SV/TR
Budget EUR: 920000    Status: Open (until 06.01.2005)

Gaza and the West Bank 
Supply installation and maintenance of the IT equipment needed for the pilot testing of the 
Palestinian Authority Tax Administration Computer System (PATACS) (MED/1998/004-174)
Reference: EuropeAid/120233/D/S/WB     Status: Open (until 26.01.2005)

Provision of Heavy Machinery for Public Work Unit 
Reference: EuropeAid/120432/D/S/WB    Status: Open (until 19.01.2005)
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Provision of Equipment for Public Work Unit and Garbage Collection System 
Reference: EuropeAid/120433/D/S/WB                               Status: Open (until 18.01.2005)

Detailed information on these tenders can be found in the EuropeAid tender database at: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl

For the list of tenders to be viewed together with all related documents, the following should be entered in the QUERY 
form: 1. <MEDA> in the pull down window

2. Status: Open
3. Type: Supplies, Works, Services, Grants (tick everything)
4. Region: Mediterranean Partners
5. Countries: ALL
6. SUBMIT QUERY

The list of open tenders will be retrieved.


