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DECISIONS

The EU Council of Ministers on 13 December adopted a Decision approving the signing of a
Protocol to the EU-Jordan Association Agreement which adjusts the Agreement to take into
account the accession of 10 new Member States to the EU last May. This is the second in a series of
Protocols that need to be signed with all Mediterranean Partners with which the EU has concluded an
Association Agreement. The first Protocol to be approved related to Egypt (see page 2).

INITIATIVES

The European Commission on 10 December announced that the EU Election Observation Mission
for the Presidential elections in the West Bank & Gaza Strip had begun work. In total, the EU is
deploying more than 260 observers. The overall objective is to give the Palestinian society a chance to
hold meaningful and credible elections to provide democratic legitimacy for the institutions on the road
to statechood. Some € 14 million have been allocated since 2003 to prepare the elections. Of this, € 2.5
million has been designated for the EU Election Observation Mission. The aid is managed by the
Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation Office. More on EU Election Assistance and Observation at
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external relations/human_rights/eu_election_ass_observ/index.htm .

The EU-Israel Customs Co-operation Committee has given the green light to a technical
arrangement for identifying goods exported to the Union from settlements in the occupied
territories, which the EU regards as not covered by the Association Agreement, and therefore not
eligible for preferential tariff treatment. As a result of the arrangement, proposed earlier this year by
Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, Israel will now specify the place of production, thus
allowing EU customs officials to identify which goods come from Israel proper (within its 1967
borders), and which come from the illegal settlements in the West Bank, Golan, East Jerusalem and
Gaza. Products from the latter are liable to pay full customs duties. The new arrangement comes into
effect on 1 February 2005. EU representatives, in agreeing this system, underlined that this was purely a
customs measure to allow EU customs authorities to impose duties in accordance with the EU-Israel
Association Agreement, and was not a solution to the disagreement with Israel over the geographical
applicability of the Agreement.

MEETINGS

» The EU Council meeting on 13 and 14 December in Brussels endorsed the European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) Action Plans for Israel, Jordan, Morocco, the Palestinian Authority
and Tunisia approved by the European Commission (as well as others for the EU’s Eastern
neighbourhood), and adopted conclusions on the ENP. The Council “emphasised that the intensity
and level of ambition of relations with each ENP partner will be differentiated, reflecting the degree to
which common values are effectively shared, the existing state of relations with each country, its needs
and capacities, as well as common interests”. The Council also noted that the Association Agreements
established within the Barcelona Process “provide the framework for pursuing the implementation and
monitoring of the Action Plans”. In addition, the Council noted the European Commission’s intention to
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present country reports on Egypt and Lebanon by March 2005 in view of engaging consultations with
those countries about Action Plans. The full text of the conclusions is available on line as part of the
Results of the 13-14 December External Relations Council at http://europa.eu.int/news/index_en.htm
(please go to ‘Council’, right; click on ‘Press’, top left, and go to ‘Latest News”).

> The 5" meeting of the EU-Israel Association Council took place on 13 December in Brussels in a
very good atmosphere. The plenary session was chaired by Dutch Foreign Minister and current EU
Council President Bernard Bot, and attended by Israel’s Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom, Luxembourg
Foreign Minister and next EU Council President Jean Asselborn, EU High Representative Javier Solana,
EU Special Envoy Marc Otte, and European Commissioner for External Relations and Neighbourhood
Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner. The agreement on the Neighbourhood Action Plan for Israel was
warmly welcomed, and viewed as a platform for deepening the bilateral relationship and for broadening
co-operation in many areas. Ms Ferrero-Waldner outlined the good progress made in implementation of
the Association Agreement and called for the early creation of sub-committees. Mr Shalom said he
believed in the capacity of the Barcelona Process for building peace and stability, and that Israel was
fully committed to the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. Under Political Dialogue Israeli and EU
representatives discussed Anti-Semitism, the Fight against Terrorism, the Middle East Peace Process,
Iran, and Non-Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. Ms Ferrero-Waldner said there is no place
in the EU for anti-Semitism, racism or xenophobia. On the Middle East Peace Process Mr Shalom said
that the EU had an important role to play, and that Isracl was taking steps to facilitate free and fair
elections in the West Bank and Gaza, including by ensuring freedom of movement for EU observers.
The Israeli Minister stressed his government’s commitment to the Road Map.

» The Protocol to the EU-Egypt Association Agreement which adjusts the Agreement to take into
account the accession of new Member States to the EU last May will be signed on 20 December in
Brussels. It will be the first Protocol of this kind to be signed with a Mediterranean Partner.

» The Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue on the Future of the Textile Sector was launched on 13
December in Brussels. Senior officials of the 10 Mediterranean Partners, 17 EU Member States,
Bulgaria and Romania, as well as several European Commission departments agreed that there are
strategic industrial synergies and complementarities to be developed together in order to meet a growing
competitiveness challenge from other parts of the world. Priorities for future work were identified in the
areas of industrial co-operation, competitiveness, research and technological development, innovation
and technology transfer, and education and training. Working groups will start meeting in early 2005 on
each of those issues under the co-chairmanship of an EU Member State (or candidate country) and a
Mediterranean Partner. The Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue on the Textile Sector is a follow-up to the
Industry Ministerial Conference held in Caserta last October. It comes against the background of the
elimination of import quotas on textile and clothing products scheduled for early 2005 under new WTO
rules.

> The 5™ meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Transport Forum will take place on 21 and 22
December in Brussels at senior officials’ level. The meeting will be opened by the Director for the
South Mediterranean-Near and Middle East at the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation
Office, Richard Weber, and the Commission’s Director for General Affairs and Resources within the
Directorate General Transport and Energy, Dominique Ristori. The Forum will review the achievements
of the MEDA funded Euromed Transport Regional Project, managed by EuropeAid. The diagnostic of
Mediterranean transport prepared under the project’s “main contract” will be presented and discussed, as
well as the state of play of the Infrastructure project whose activities are incorporated in the work of the
High-Level Group for the Extension of the Trans-European Transport Network to the new
neighbourhood countries. Furthermore, the Forum will be updated on two new Euromed Transport
activities, Euromed GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite System or GALILEO), and the maritime safety
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project (SAFEMED) . Other EU funded programmes with relevance to Euro-Mediterranean transport co-
operation will be discussed. This includes the MEDA Neighbourhood Programme 2004-2006 and the
INCO-MED Programme on Research and Development. Transport Infrastructure Financing and the
activities of the Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership (FEMIP) will be addressed
by a European Investment Bank representative. In addition, proposals on the structure of the Forum and
the future of its working groups will be put forward by the Forum Secretariat.

PROGRAMMES & PROJECTS

/# OPENING CONFERENCE FOR JUSTICE REGIONAL PROJECT
The Opening Conference for the “Justice” strand of the MEDA funded “Justice, Police and Migration”
Regional Programme, managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation Office, will be
held on 20 December in Brussels. The Justice project’s overall objective is to create an inter-
professional community of magistrates, lawyers and legal practitioners in the framework of an open and
modern justice service, strengthening the rule of law and the effective implementation of human rights.
As the Justice project consists of training seminars and workshops on exchange of experience and best
practice, as well as the setting up of a Euro-Mediterranean judicial training network, the Conference will
enable Senior Officials from the 35 Euro-Mediterranean partners and the European Commission to
specify the activities to be carried out and the way in which they will be launched. Five priority themes
will be covered: Training on co-operation and international judicial mutual assistance regarding criminal
matters; Terrorism and interconnection of criminal networks; International dimension of financial
procedures, Money laundering; Training on co-operation and international judicial mutual assistance
regarding civil matters; Management and administrtion of the Judiciary, management of procedures, IT
processes. Participants in the Conference will determine topics to be addressed by the seminars, EU
Member States and Mediterranean Partners involved. Officials taking part in the Conference will also
define the profile of participants in the training network and the role of “National Focal Points”.

4 SMAP WORKSHOP ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GREENING POLICIES IN EGYPT

A Workshop on Environmental Policy Integration will take place on 18 and 19 December in Cairo
under the MEDA funded Regional “SMAP III” Short and Medium Term Priority Environmental
Programme, managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation Office. The Workshop
aims to discuss the mechanisms through which sustainable development goals can be promoted
effectively in different policy areas at national level, and to encourage cross-sectoral thinking and
collaboration. Emphasis will be put on the provision of environmental integration tools such as case
studies and good practices for sound environmental management. Participants will be officials and
experts working with environment-related departments or entities, as well as other stakeholders
including SMAP beneficiaries in Egypt.

# ECONOMIC RESEARCH FORUM’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The MEDA supported Economic Research Forum for the Arab countries, Iran and Turkey is holding its
11™ Annual Conference from 14 to 16 December in Beirut. A “Pre-conference” was held on 13
December where in particular the Sustainability Impact Assessment of the Euro-Mediterranean Free
Trade Area was discussed. The Conference itself addresses five main themes (Trade, Finance, Labour
Markets and Human Development, Sectoral Issues, and Macroeconomy). The Conference provides a
forum for regional experts, research institutes and government bodies to exchange views on regional
economic issues. MEDA support to the Conference is provided through the FEMISE Project (Euro-
Mediterranean Forum of Economic Institutes), managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-
operation office.
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/# TRAINING COURSE ON MARKETING OF CRAFT PRODUCTS IN ALGERIA

A training course on how best to promote and market craft products will take place from 18 to 25
December in El Golea, Algeria under the MEDA funded PRODECOM project, part of the Euromed
Heritage II Regional Programme, managed by the European Commission’s EuropeAid Co-operation
Office. Participants will be Algerian craftspeople who will bring along some of their products with their
logo, packaging and promotion tools in order to review and improve their design. The course will also
be an opportunity for participants to raise issues such as cost-efficiency, relation between quality and
price, and administrative costs. The experience of Algerian craftspeople in using local raw materials will
also be looked at. PRODECOM is co-ordinated by France’s Chamber of Mediterranean Fine Arts and
involves partners from Algeria, Morocco, Turkey, and Greece. http://www.chbeauxarts-prodecom.org

# CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROJECTS
A Call for Proposals for activities and initiatives of civil society organisations that support the Middle
East Peace Process was launched by the European Commission on 9 December under the EU
Partnership for Peace Programme. Guidelines for applicants are available from the following web sites:
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl and http://www.delwbg.cec.eu.int

NOTICE

The next issue of the Euromed Synopsis will be published on Wednesday 22 December, instead of
Thursday 23 December.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Mediterranean Partners
MEDSTAT Statistical co operation Phase II - Mediterranean Region
Reference: EuropeAid/120096/C/SV/Multi Status: Open (until 14.01.2005)

Technical assistance to the Third Regional Environment Programme in the Mediterranean
(SMAP III)

Reference: EuropeAid/120172/C/SV/Multi

Budget EUR: 4000000 Status: Open (until 07.01.2005)

Equipment (hardware and software) for EMWIS/SEMIDE Phase II Location France Algeria
Cyprus Egypt Israel Jordan Lebanon Malta Morocco Syria Tunisia Turkey Palestinian
Territories

Reference: EuropeAid/120332/D/S/Multi Status: Open (until 05.01.2005)

EU Partnership for Peace
Reference: EuropeAid/120698/C/G/Multi Status: Open (until 26.01.2005)

Algeria
Acquisition d’équipements de réprographie et audiovisuel destinés aux écoles de formation de la
Sureté Nationale d’Alger d’Annaba et de Sidi Bel Abbes.
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Reference: EuropeAid/116491/D/S/DZ Status: Open (until 05.02.2005)

Equipements et matériels scientifiques destinés aux laboratoires de police scientifique
Reference: EuropeAid/117163/D/S/DZ Status: Open (until 05.02.2005)

Jordan
Environment Food Laboratories
Reference: EuropeAid/120342/D/S/JO Status: Open (until 30.01.2005)

Lebanon
MSC Environment No. 02 Middle East L.ebanon
Reference: EuropeAid/120050/D/S/LB Status: Open (until 15.12.2004)

Support to the Euro-Lebanese Centre for Industrial Modernisation
Reference: EuropeAid/120265/D/SV/LB Status: Open (until 17.01.2005)

Supply of Equipment for Vocational Training (VET) Centers
Reference: EuropeAid/120317/C/S/LB Status: Open (until 25.01.2005)

Morocco

Acquisition de bibliobus aménagés et des ressources documentaires destinés aux provinces de
taounate sefrou larache figuig khemisset khenifra el jadida et chtouka ait baha / maroc

Reference: EuropeAid/114443/D/S/MA Status: Open (until 16.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer I’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans
le secteur du Tourisme

Reference: EuropeAid/120203/D/SV/MA

Budget EUR: 1615400 Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour le développement du marché de I’emploi dans les secteurs du
Tourisme/ Hotellerie du Textile Habillement et des NTIC I’identification des champs et des
structures du secteur du Tourisme la mise en place d’un observatoire

Reference: EuropeAid/120204/D/SV/MA

Budget EUR: 1539600 Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de I’offre de formation et
développer I’apprentissage dans le secteur du Tourisme
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Reference: EuropeAid/120205/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour le développement du secteur privé de formation dans les secteurs du
Tourisme du Textile Habillement et des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de
Communication (NTIC)

Reference: EuropeAid/120206/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer I’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans
le secteur du Textile Habillement
Reference: EuropeAid/120207/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de I’offre de formation et
développer ’apprentissage dans le secteur du Textile Habillement
Reference: EuropeAid/120208/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour appuyer I’émergence des besoins en compétences des entreprises dans
le secteur des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de Communication (NTIC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120209/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Assistance technique pour développer la qualité et la capacité de ’offre de formation dans le
secteur des Nouvelles Technologies d’Information et de Communication (NTIC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120210/D/SV/MA Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)

Travaux de conservation des eaux et des sols d’amélioration sylvopastorale et d’infrastructures
collectives
Reference: EuropeAid/120314/M/W/MA Status: Open (until ?)

Gestion des Contrdles Frontaliers Assistance technique a I’unité de gestion du projet
Reference: EuropeAid/120406/C/SV/MA
Budget EUR: 2033500 Status: Open (until 27.12.2004)

Acquisition d’équipement technique pour le Centre Technique de la Plasturgie et du Caoutchouc
(CTPC) a Casablanca Maroc
Reference: EuropeAid/120429/D/S/MA Status: Open (until 15.02.2005)

Programme de recherche d’appui au projet Arganier
Reference: EuropeAid/120519/D/G/MA Status: Open (until 01.02.2005)

AO N 06/2004 projet Chefchaouen achat de matériel technique matériel cunicole Lieu d’exécution

province de chefchaouen- Maroc
Reference: EuropeAid/120593/M/S/MA Status: Open (until 15.12.2004)
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Syria
Supply and Installation of Equipment and Furniture (STE E F) [Re launch of TWO lots)
Reference: EuropeAid/120575/M/S/SY Status: Open (until 20.12.2004)
Tunisia
Appui a la cession des actions de la Société Tunisienne des Industries Automobiles STIA
Reference: EuropeAid/118916/D/SV/TN Status: Open (until 03.01.2005)

Fourniture d’encodeurs GPS et de logiciels SIG et de traitement d’images satellites
Reference: EuropeAid/119962/D/S/TN Status: Open (until 06.01.2005)

Fourniture et installation des équipements d’irrigation d’un barrage collinaire
Reference: EuropeAid/120318/D/S/TN Status: Open (until 06.01.2005)

Mission d’assistance a la privatisation de la Société Tunisienne de Chaux (STC)
Reference: EuropeAid/120361/D/SV/TN
Budget EUR: 400000 Status: Open (until 24.12.2004)

Turke
Supply delivery installation putting into operation maintenance and after sales service of the

Scientific equipment
Reference: EuropeAid/116477/D/S/TR Status: Open (until 14.12.2004)

Technical Assistance to improve the co-operation between the NGOs and the public sector and
strengthen the NGOs? democratic participation level
Reference: EuropeAid/117279/D/SV/TR Status: Open (until 15.01.2005)

Support to participation in EU events; management of a travel facility
Reference: EuropeAid/117468/C/SV/TR
Budget EUR: 500000 Status: Open (until 28.12.2004)

Supply of Fire Fighting and Rescue Vehicles and Associated Equipment required for the
implementation of the operation ?Fire Brigades Rehabilitation and Upgrading in the Greater
Municipality of Izmit Province of Kocaeli?

Reference: EuropeAid/117846/D/S/TR Status: Open (until 24.01.2005)
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Supply of Fire Fighting and Rescue Vehicles and Associated Equipment required for the
implementation of the operation ?Fire Brigades Rehabilitation and Upgrading in the Greater
Municipality of Adapazary Province of Sakarya?

Reference: EuropeAid/117847/D/S/TR Status: Open (until 07.02.2005)

Call for expression of interest to set up a list of pre selected consultants in order provide
administrative and technical assistance to the Representation of the European Commission.
Deadline for first evaluation round 7 May 2004

Reference: EuropeAid/119722/C/SV/TR Status: Open (until 31.01.2007)

Strengthening Sexual and Reproductive Health Pre-Service Training Capacity
Reference: EuropeAid/119970/C/SV/TR Status: Open (until 10.01.2005)

Transportation Infrastructure Needs Assessment (TINA)
Reference: EuropeAid/120093/D/SV/TR
Budget EUR: 920000 Status: Open (until 06.01.2005)

Gaza and the West Bank
Empowering the Palestinian Judicial System
Reference: EuropeAid/117288/D/SV/WB Status: Open (until 31.01.2005)

Supply installation and maintenance of the IT equipment needed for the pilot testing of the
Palestinian Authority Tax Administration Computer System (PATACS) (MED/1998/004-174)
Reference: EuropeAid/120233/D/S/WB Status: Open (until 26.01.2005)

Provision of Heavy Machinery for Public Work Unit
Reference: EuropeAid/120432/D/S/WB Status: Open (until 19.01.2005)

Provision of Equipment for Public Work Unit and Garbage Collection System
Reference: EuropeAid/120433/D/S/WB Status: Open (until 18.01.2005)

Detailed information on these tenders can be found in the EuropeAid tender database at:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl

For the list of tenders to be viewed together with all related documents, the following should be entered in the QUERY
form: 1. <MEDA> in the pull down window

2. Status: Open

3. Type: Supplies, Works, Services, Grants (tick everything)

4. Region: Mediterranean Partners

5. Countries: ALL

6. SUBMIT QUERY
The list of open tenders will be retrieved.
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