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The Chair of the delegation, Ms ISLER BEGUIN opened the meeting at 17.35 hours. She 
welcomed the Ambassador of Georgia Ms SAMADASHVILI. She briefly spoke about 
the recent events on the Russian-Georgian border and some other issues. She gave the 
floor to the Ambassador.

Ms SAMADASHVILI thanked the delegation for the invitation. She said that the country 
made some substantial progress in the field of human rights. She reminded that the 
Freedom House ranked Georgia as a country belonging to the group of mostly free 
countries. She said that Georgia reformed the police system and put judicial reform on 
the top of the agenda. She briefly spoke about the media situation and judges. She said 
that the corruption was eliminated at top level management but still remains at lower 
levels. She reminded that the Georgian government was implementing some anti-
corruption initiatives. She then described the economic situation in Georgia. She stressed 
some significant improvements such as a favourable investment climate, economic 
growth, and reduced taxes. She briefly spoke about the energy crisis last year and the new
Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. She said that Georgia started the demilitarisation and 
economic rehabilitation projects in South Ossetia. She regretted Russia's decision to close 
the border checkpoint between the two countries. She also deplored the fact that the 
Georgian side was not notified about the closing of the checkpoint on the Russian-
Georgian border. She pointed out that the explanation provided by the Russian side was 
not very clear. She said that Georgia was willing to cooperate with the Russian 
Federation as well as international organisations in order to strengthen border monitoring. 
She reminded that Russia decided to block the OSCE border monitoring mission and was 
very uncooperative about EU assistance in monitoring the border. She finally called upon 
the EU to support Georgia in the democratisation process in order to strengthen stability 
and prosperity in the region.

Ms ISLER BEGUIN thanked the Ambassador and gave the floor to the Commission's 
representative, Mr DI CARA.

Mr DI CARA said that relations between the EU and Georgia had intensified. He said 
that the EU was discussing non tariff aspects with the Georgian side in order to facilitate 
trade between the two sides. He said that a group of experts was going to Georgia to 
discuss trade aspects. He reminded that the Commission was drafting a new Indicative 
Programme and Country Strategy Paper for Georgia. He noted an increased capacity of 
different Georgian ministries. He also praised positive developments in the budgetary 
support programme. He also said that the IMF was more negative for the next year due to 
a number of factors such as the increase of gas and oil prices, the privatisation 
programme, the deterioration of bilateral relations with Russia and possible problems 
with remittances that Russia could create. He reminded that a debate will take place in 
September 2006 in COPS between the member states and the EU Special Representative 
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for Georgia. He briefly spoke about the donors' conference for South Ossetia, where 2 
million euros was committed.

Ms ISLER BEGUIN thanked Mr DI CARA and asked members for comments.

Mr LANDSBERGIS asked if Georgia appealed to the G8. He also suggested providing
the Russian side with international assistance in order to have better control of the 
Russian-Georgian border. He also asked if the Georgian side requested Russia to 
compensate for losses due to the closing of the checkpoint.

Mr DUKA-ZÓLYOMI said that the EU will continue to support democracy, peace and 
stability in Georgia. He asked about relations with Azerbaijan and Armenia. He said that 
the delegation was interested in visiting South Ossetia and Abkhazia. He reminded that 
there will be local elections in the autumn. He asked how the EU can ensure that the 
elections will be democratic and free.

Mr BLOKLAND thanked the Ambassador for a very clear presentation. He asked about 
the judiciary system. He deplored the fact that much money was spent to train the judges
who were dismissed. He also suggested urging the Commission to facilitate export
possibilities.

Ms SAMADASHVILI expressed hope that the G8 would address the conflict issue. She
also expressed hope that the Russian side would accept international assistance for the 
border monitoring. She reminded that there was no trade with Russia. She said that local 
elections were very important. She regretted that international assistance for judges' 
training was used in an improper manner.

Ms ISLER BEGUIN thanked the Ambassador and closed the meeting at 18.40 hours.
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