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Re: report of the visit to Tokyo by the Bureau of the Japan Delegation
Dear Chairman,

On 7-9 June 2006, the Bureau of the Japan Delegation visited Tokyo to hold talks with the Diet
of Japan also in preparation for the next interparliamentary meeting, due in Strasbourg this
October.

While interparliamentary meetings have been held regularly on a yearly basis for the last
26 years (one year in Japan, next year in the European Union), it was the first time that the
Bureau of the Japan Delegation had the opportunity to visit Japan in the year of a
interparliamentary meeting in Europe. This format proved extremely valuable. Since it is more
in line with the requirement for increased co-operation and increased dialogue and is likely to
tecome a standard feature of our relations, in both directions, allowing also direct Committee-
to-Committee contacts in the future in such a strategic relationship.

In the meetings with Diet Members, issues of common interest were raised, including energy
security, world security issues, in particular the nuclear issues with Iran and North Korea, and
the possible lifting by the EU of the arms embargo on China, a point that was heavily objected
by our Japanese counterparts.

Eesides this point, the regional security issues were an essential part of discussions, with the
tense relations of Japan with its neighbours as a focal point.

To most of our interlocutors, the political debates on symbolic issues like the Yakusuni shrine
(Chinese insistence in this was felt as intrusive and counter-productive) were seen as raised for
political reasons and were not an indicator of the reality of relations between the people,
especially in relation to South Korea that are cordial, especially with the younger generation,
academics and business people.

We made clear that Japan, as one of the democratic states in East Asia, should not let itself be
comered by the diplomatic activism of China, in particular not be isolated from South Korea, its
other democratic neighbour, but rather reinforce its links with its neighbours basing on common
democratic system, the honouring of human rights and the rule of law.
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Regarding North Korea, the Japanese parliamentarians presented the issue of Japanese
abductees. We expressed sympathy, but made clear that putting too much emphasis on this
bilateral matter could strain the possibilities of renewing the Six-Party-Talks. We pointed out
that Japanese negotiators should pay more attention to the way South Korea dealt with similar
cases and look for a more consistent, co-operative approach with South Korea.

The Members of the Diet of Japan, confronted with the perspective of a first-time ever
referendum to ratify constitutional changes, showed a great interest in the European experience
of the ratification process of the draft European Constitutional Treaty and the current reflections
in the European Union.

The meetings provided also the opportunity to address a number of sensitive bilateral issues of
concern for the EU, in particular the slow progress on the Science and Technology agreement,
the lack of an EU/Japan air services agreement to replace older agreements with the Member
states, and possible problems for the certification process of the new Airbus A380 by the
Japanese authorities.

Yours sincerely,

e

Georg JARZEMBOWSKI

Attachment : Programme of the meeting
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