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or; tenalf of the Commission

The Commission understands thar the Iiisu hvdro lncmc power plani Project forms part of Turkey's
pian 1 make betier use of 11s water resources, especially 1o generate electricity and Tor irrigation

3

’U

U 08es.

45 & candidate county, Jrhe\ is not bound by the acqu is communeautaire of the Europear Union.
mowever, Turkey is expected 1o graduallv align its legislation, and to become party tc relevant
international COD'\"’IIIiODS by Accession at the latest. Pro ogre ssive alignment with Nature Protection
Directives and the Water Legislation are short-term pTlO ities of the Accession Partmership with
Turkey. Furthermore, the pursuit of the development of transboundary water cooperation, 1o line with
tae Water Framework Directive (WFD)Y and international conventions 10 which the EU is a party, as
well as h implementaton and enforcement of the Environmental Impact Assessment (ELA)

i . are alsc shori-term priorities of the Accession Parmership. The implementation of the
Accession Parmership is closelv monitorec by the Commission.

Constructon of large infraswuctural projects within the EU is closely reguiated. Most importantly, the
EZA Directive ensures that public consultation takes place, as well as that environmental implications
are taken inte accout before final decisions are made. but does not prejudge any decision.

In the case of dams. the WED would also apply. This Directive takes as a basis a single system of water
mene.gement by river basin (the natural geographical and hvdrological unit) instead of administrative or
political boundaries. Where a river basin district extends bevond the territory of 2 Member State, there
1S ar ob'matmr to ensure coordination with relevant Member States. Should a river basin district
exter d nevond the boundaries of the Community, the Member State concerned shall endeavour to
establisn appropriate coordination with the relevant non-Member States.

Oy enuons in good ume. Barly transposition and implementation will help Turkey 10 prepare
Fecivelv. More specificallv. the Commission has raised dam projects on & number of 0ccasions in its
bilateral relations with Turkey 1o underline that respect of EU Environmental Legislation is important
¢ fuliv assess the impact of such projects. In this context, Turkey was encouraged 10 also consult with
interested non-governmenta; organisations (NGOs). Turkey was requested 1o provide further
mformation on its water management, inciuding on the development of hvdroeiectric power plams. The
Comunission will continue tc raise this issue with the Turkish authorities.

e Commission is encouraging Turkev to adopt the necessary legislation and to adhere to the rejevant
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of 23 October 2000 establisning & framework for

;bmmuhm actior in the fisid of water policy. OJ L 327, 22 .2000.
- Dieective 2001/42/5C o the Parliament anc of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects
of cerialr pians and programmes o1 the epvironment. CJ L 167 21.7.2001.

Drective 2000/60/EC of the Parliamen: anc of the Council




