EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS

MINUTES OF THE CONSTITUENT MEETING

Wednesday, 22 September 2004

BRUSSELS
CONTENTS
Page
1. Opening of the MEELING ........eevviieiieiiiieiieie et ees eeeeaeeaens 2
2. Election of Chairman ........ooouiiiiiiiiii e et 2
3. Election Of VICE-CRAIIINIEIN «...ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeee e e e 2
4. Date and place of next MEEtiNG .......ccceecveevuieeiiierieeiieie e 2

Annex: Attendance List

28 September 2004
TB/OF/ES

PV/543092EN.doc 1 PE 349.239



The meeting opened at 9h45 with Mr SAKALAS (PES, Lithuania), the oldest member in
the chair.

1.
Mr SAKALAS ensured that no older member was present who wished to take the chair and
declared the meeting open.

The Chair reminded members that the purpose of the meeting was the constitution of the Bureau of
the delegation by election of the chair and two vice-chairs.

The quorum was established.

2.

The EPP Group had presented Mr KLICH (EPP-ED, Poland) as candidate for the chair. He
accepted the nomination and declared that he had duly completed the Declaration of Financial
Interests.

Mr KLICH was elected by acclamation.

Mr KLICH took the chair and thanked members for his election.

3.

The PPE Group had proposed Mr KUSKIS (EPP-ED, Latvia) as 1st vice-chair and the PSE Group
had proposed Mr MUSCAT (PES, Malta) as 2nd vice-chair. Mr KUSKIS was not present but had
indicated his willingness to start as vice-chair in writing.

Both members were elected by acclamation.

4.

The chair informed members of the European Parliament resolution on Belarus. The resolution
called on the Council to pressurise on the Belarussian authorities to allow the European Parliament
to send a mission to observe next Parliamentary elections on 17 October. After the elections a report
will be prepared.

The next meeting will take place on October 6 at 9h00 to discuss necessary steps to be taken to
begin the work of the delegation. There is a suggestion to have a meeting with the Belarussian
Ambassador to the EU just after the first meeting to have a better idea of the position of the
Belarussian authorities on the possible observation mission.

Mr GENTVILAS (ALDE, Lithuania) suggested that all the documents related to the EU-
Belarussian relations be prepared for further work. He also suggested that the members of the
opposition be invited for a meeting.

The chair informed members that two members of the two main opposition parties in Belarus will
visit the EP the following day and meetings with them will be held.
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Mr GENTVILAS suggested that the meetings with the leaders of the opposition parties be held as
soon as possible, especially in the light of the nomination of the Belorussian opposition leaders for
the Sakharov prize.

Mr LANG (NI, France) said that meeting with both the opposition and with the Ambassador in
order to convince him to receive the government's approval for the observation mission was the best
way to start the delegation's activities, as it might be considered provocative to invite only the
opposition.

Mr KLICH suggested the approach be discussed later as contacts with both the opposition and
representatives of the Minsk authorities would be necessary. Meetings with both parties should be

held before October 17, the date of the parliamentary elections.

The meeting closed at 10h15.
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