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The fourth meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee opened at 
3.30 p.m. on 28 April 2003 with Mr TABRIZLI, Co-Chairman, in the chair. The Co-Chairman 
welcomed those present and gave the floor to Ms Ursula SCHLEICHER, Co-Chairman, who 
would chair the meeting on the first day of proceedings. 
 
After introducing the European Parliament delegation, the Co-Chairman outlined the state of 
accession proceedings and the work of the Convention on the Future of Europe. Mr TABRIZLI 
spoke of the era without freedom under totalitarianism and praised the process of European 
unification as a force for peace. 
 
 
1. The agenda was adopted without amendments. 
 
2. The minutes were approved without amendments. 
 
 
3. 
The Deputy Minister for Economic Development, Mr Samir VALIYEV, spoke on behalf of the 
Government of Azerbaijan, presenting its development programme, which incorporated EU 
assistance and aid to improve the infrastructure, in particular in the oil sector, into the national 
action programme, and also the project to revitalise the ancient Silk Road. The fourth meeting of 
the parliamentary delegations should be followed in future by greater cooperation. 
 
His Excellency Dr KARAFOTIAS, representing the Presidency of the Council in his capacity as 
Greek Ambassador, cited the EU’s special interests in Azerbaijan and addressed human rights, 
democracy and civil society. 
 
Representing the European Commission, Mr JUUL outlined the tasks facing his institution, 
which were also founded on the Cooperation Agreement, and praised the progress achieved on 
human rights and investment, as well as on moves to involve direct foreign investment in the key 
industries in Azerbaijan and in the autonomous areas. 
 
He called for greater efforts to find a peaceful solution to the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
work done under TACIS, coupled with humanitarian programmes, had achieved good results, 
and this could be consolidated in future by the recently opened European Union House. 
 
 
4. 
Mr TABRIZLI talked specifically about the recommendations on peaceful coexistence between 
the different ethnic, religious and language groups in Azerbaijan and outlined the heavy burden 
of history that Azerbaijan had inherited from the Soviet Union. He referred to the three bilateral 
meetings between the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Armenia in 2002 and 2003 that had failed to 
reach a solution and to the recently created oil fund, which was working with a high degree of 
transparency under the budgetary and legal scrutiny of the Azerbaijani Parliament. The decision 
to build the BTC pipeline would boost the economy and secure it for the future. He also referred 
to the recently established media council and to the post of ombudsman which had also been set 
up on the basis of the most recent recommendations. 



PV\545148EN.doc 3/8 PE 349.271 

 EN 

Mr JUUL stated that a Commission delegation office had recently opened and outlined the role 
of the European Union House. 
 
Mrs VALIYEV cited the anti-poverty strategy finalised on 25 October 2002 and its broad range 
of measures for the period 2002-2005 and emphasised the improvement in the investment 
climate that the programme was striving to achieve. 
 
Regarding the implementation of the media law, Mr MAMMADKHANLI referred to the 
documents available from the Presidential Office, and Mr TABRIZLI outlined the changes in the 
media and the issue of corruption. 
 
 
5. 
Mr VOLCIC welcomed the Ms SOFIYEVA, a chess player of Grand Master standard, and went 
on to stress the importance of an independent judiciary, emphasising that this required judges to 
be appointed democratically. He then outlined the constitutional position of the presidential 
authorities in relation to the judiciary and to the Azerbaijani Parliament. Regarding the 
amendment of the electoral law, he referred to the statements of the Council of Europe (Venice 
Commission) and of the OSCE, the human rights situation and the reports by non-governmental 
as well as governmental organisations on specific human rights cases. 
 
Mr MAMMDKHANLI addressed the media, economic relations with Armenia, the situation 
concerning the justice system, the referendum on the Constitution, Article 95(1) of the 
Constitution (motion of censure of Parliament), the composition of the electoral commissions 
and the sending of observers to the forthcoming presidential elections. 
 
Mr N. GULIYEV referred to the independence of the media, the constitutional balance between 
President, Parliament and Executive, human rights issues, in particular the detention of political 
prisoners, and the international legal situation regarding the Caspian Sea. 
 
Before Mr VOLCIC drew this item to a close, the following spoke: Mr AKHUNDZADE, 
Mr TABRIZLI again and Ms AHMADOVA. 
 
 
6. 
On behalf of the European Parliament delegation, Mr HATZIDAKIS addressed the social 
aspects of the subject, paying particular attention to the EU’s assistance programmes, the 
transport policy programmes (Traject) and evaluation of these measures, and the win-win 
situation, for Greece in particular, arising from EU enlargement, the economic climate and 
pragmatic cooperation. 
 
Ms AHMADOVA spoke about the reform of the judiciary, the need for EU programmes to have 
precise goals (e.g. the establishment of a phytosanitary testing laboratory for the export of 
foodstuffs), restrictions on trade and the fundamentally misconceived assistance programme with 
the costly involvement of European experts. 
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Technical cooperation and setting targets for assistance programmes and for cooperation were 
among the topics addressed by Mr JUUL and Ambassador MAMEDOV, who spoke about the 
disproportionate level of the experts’ fees. 
 
After Mr KHANBHAI had spoken on that issue, the chairman adjourned the meeting at 
6.45 p.m. 
 
 
The meeting resumed at 9.30 a.m. on 29 April 2003 with Mr TABRIZLI, Co-Chairman, in the 
chair. The Co-Chairman gave the floor to Mr KHANBAI, who spoke about the economic 
situation in Azerbaijan, addressing in particular the restrictions hindering direct investment from 
abroad in sectors other than oil. 
 
After Mr TABRIZLI had spoken, Ms AHMADOVA addressed Mr KHANBHAI’s remarks and 
outlined the investment incentives that had started to bear fruit. The investment climate had been 
improved by the measures taken to increase legal certainty and to provide protection from 
arbitrary actions by the authorities, not least in the area of customs administration. In the area of 
telecommunications, two service providers were already active on the market. In addition, the 
stringent budgetary policy pursued in recent years had helped to overcome the previous budget 
deficit. Mr KHANBHAI then spoke again, referring to Ms AHMADOVA’s arguments and 
describing the policy mix required for a successful transition from a centrally planned economy 
to a free market economy, citing examples from other countries. Mr TABRIZLI again 
highlighted the special qualities and the high level of education of the Azerbaijani people, and 
Ms AHMADOVA wound up discussion of this item. 
 
Ms ZISSENER referred to Azerbaijan’s cultural heritage.  Ms SOFIYEVA then described 
Azerbaijan’s rich cultural heritage in the areas of music, literature and the visual arts. 
 
Ms ISLER-BEGUIN spoke about aspects of environmental policy seen against the background 
of economic and social policy.  She referred to the remarks made by Mr MAMMADKHANLI 
and by Mr TABRIZLI, with particular regard to the issue of cooperation between the countries 
bordering the Caspian Sea and the urgent need for appropriate measures in the area of water, 
waste and sea water pollution, failing which much higher costs would have to be paid in future. 
Citizens had a great deal of understanding for environmental measures. Mr N. GULIYEV 
addressed environmental safety, security of supply and sharing of resources in terms of water as 
well as water quality, stating that water management in Azerbaijan was regulated in the 
mountainous region of Nagorno-Karabakh, which is why it was no longer under Azerbaijan 
control. 
 
After contributions from Mr MAMMADKHANLI and Ms AHMADOVA, who referred to direct 
investment of USD 1 000 million in areas other than oil (aluminium smelting), the planned 
Renault components factory and the investment of USD 50 million in a tube factory in 
Azerbaijan, Mr KHANBHAI summarised the debate. 
 
 
7. 
This item had been dealt with under previous items. 
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8./9. 
On a proposal from Mr TABRIZLI, Co-Chairman, these two items were taken together, and he 
opened the debate himself. Mr B. GANDILOV outlined the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh in the 
context of international law and called on the EU to give its active support to a resolution of the 
conflict whhich would preserve Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity and maintain the inviolability of 
its borders. Ms ISLER-BEGUIN referred to the jurisdiction of the Minsk Group and called for 
proposals from all parties in the search for a resolution. Mr AKHUNDZADE listed the relevant 
international principles and decisions of the Council of Europe that had to be respected in 
conflict resolution but which were not recognised by Armenia. Ms AHMADOVA referred to the 
work done and the proposals submitted by the Minsk Group.  Mr MAMMADKHANLI and 
Mr N. GULIYEV drew parallels with the Iraq conflict and noted how international legal 
provisions on conflict resolution were used differently, stating that Armenia must be viewed as 
the aggressor. The Co-Chairman called for an unambiguous use of the Wilson Doctrine, although 
this was dependent on the use of sanctions, without which outside mediation could not succeed. 
The Co-Chairman wound up the debate with a word of thanks to all delegates. 
 
 
10. 
Ms SCHLEICHER launched the decision-making process with a proposal on a point of 
procedure. None of the points of the draft recommendations, with the exceptions of paragraphs 2, 
4(a), 32 and 38, were controversial and were adopted unanimously. The following spoke: 
Mr TABRIZLI (Co-Chairman), Ambassador MAMEDOV and Ms SCHLEICHER 
(Co-Chairman). 
 
Mr TABRIZLI agreed with Ms SCHLEICHER with regard to points 32 and 38 but proposed that 
points 2 and 4(a) be debated. The following spoke more than once: Mr MAMMADKHANLI, 
Mr TABRIZLI (Co-Chairman), Ms AHMADOVA, Mr VOLCIC, Ms SCHLEICHER 
(Co-Chairman), Mr N. GULIYEV, Ms SOFIYEVA, Mr GANDILOV and Ms ISLER-BEGUIN. 
 
After agreement had been reached on the contested points 2 and 4(a) and on the Co-
Chairwoman’s proposals concerning points 32 and 38, the entire text of the statement and of the 
recommendations was adopted unanimously. 
 
 
11. There was no other business. 
 
12. No decision would be taken yet. 
 
 
Ms SCHLEICHER, Co-Chairman, and Mr TABRIZLI, Co-Chairman, thanked all those present 
who had contributed to a successful conclusion to the meeting, and closed the meeting at 
2.25 p.m. 
 
 
 

**** 
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