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The meeting opened at 16.15 with Mr Jonathan Evans in the Chair. 
 
 
1. Adoption of the draft agenda PE 346.591 
 

The draft agenda was adopted as it stands in these minutes. 
 
2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting on 21 September 2004 PE 346.598 
 
 The draft minutes were adopted without modifications. 
 
3. Communications by the Chairman 
 
 The Chairman informed Members that contacts were underway with the US House of 

Representatives on the future calendar of activities. A discussion on this subject could 
take place under item 5 (Any other business). 

 
4. Briefing by Mr Richard Wright (Director, EU Commission) on EU/US relations 
 
 Mr Richard Wright, director in DG RELEX, briefed the Delegation on developments in 

EU/US relations. In his overview, he concentrated on the following subjects: 
 –implementation of Summit results (EU/US Summit, June 2004, Dromoland Castle), 
 –state of play with regard to cooperation on Iraq, Iran, fight against terrorism (CSI, PNR, 

biometric identifiers, visa waiver programme, APIS), 
 –public consultation on strengthening the EU/US economic partnership, 
 –environmental issues and Kyoto protocol. 
 
 Following questions by the Chairman, Kuhne, Coveney, de Brún, Giertych, Gomes, Erika 

Mann, Nicholson and Skinner, Mr Wright answered on the following subjects: 
 –introduction of biometric identifiers on EU passports, 
 –extension of the US visa waiver programme to all EU Member States, 
 –future perspectives of the Kyoto protocol, 
 –negotiations on the "open skies" agreement, 
 –cooperation on development aid, 
 –state of play with regard to the PNR and REACH dossiers, 
 –Guantanamo and the International Criminal Court, 
 –corporate governance and "burden of proof" issues. 
 
 Mr Wright undertook to inform Commissioner designate, Ms Ferrero–Waldner, on the 

request by the Delegation to increase information exchange between the Commission and 
the Delegation, including by e–mail, and in particular to receive regular briefings by the 
Commission on the activities of the EU/US Senior Level Group. 

 
5. Any other business 
 
 The Chairman indicated that, following the discussion on 21 September, the US House of 

Representatives had been informed about our request to maintain the normal cycle of 
meetings and hold the next meeting in the US. In order to accommodate the difficulty the 
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US side would experience in travelling to Europe in the second semester of election 
years, the next meetings could be held along the following calendar: 

 2005: 1st semester – meeting in the US, 
  2nd semester – meeting in the EU, 
 2006: 1st semester – meeting in the EU, 
  2nd semester – meeting in the US. 
 
 Mr Skinner remarked that the EP committee on budgets had regrettably expressed a 

negative opinion on the proposal to modify the EP establishment plan so as to have an EP 
official based in Washington. 

 
6. Date and place of the next meeting 
 
 The next meeting of the Delegation will take place on Wednesday 17 November 2004 at 

17.30 – 18.30 in Strasbourg. 
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