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The meeting opened at 11.36 with Mr Dirk Sterckx, chairman, in the chair.
1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 351.304)
The agenda was adopted.
2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 27 October 2004 (PE 346.626)
The minutes were approved.
3. Chairman's announcements
There were no chairman's announcements.

4. Follow-up to the EU-China Summit of 8 December 2004:
exchange of views with Mr Jean-Christian Rémond, Head of the Commission’s Unit
for China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Mongolia (in camera)

The chairman welcomed Mr Rémond and gave him the floor.
Mr Rémond gave a report of the EU-China Summit of 8 December 2004.

He referred particularly to the following:

o the embargo on the sale of arms; although this point had affected preparations for
the Summit, the latter had ultimately taken place in a positive atmosphere. The EU
had been able to explain that the position on maintaining the embargo was not
frozen, but that a number of conditions would, nevertheless, have to be satisfied
before it could be lifted:

significant action on the part of the Chinese on the issue of human rights
assurances on regional stability

revision of the Code of Conduct, with a view to ensuring greater effectiveness
(this depended principally on the goodwill of the Member States)

o the human rights dialogue; although this often proved difficult, progress was,
nevertheless, possible in individual cases.

However, the most significant factor was China's demonstrating its intention to move
progressively forwards towards the rule of law; its concern to set up corresponding
professional judiciary structures was noted. China had declared that it was prepared
to ratify the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ‘when the time came’, a
statement which, though cautious, was one that China had previously refused to
make.

o China's status as a market economy: the EU considered this to be a technical, not
a political issue; China was making progress on regulation and administration, which
the Commission had recognised and recorded, whilst maintaining a list of the areas
where improvement was still required before China satisfied the criteria that the EU
applied across the board.

o China's acting in accordance with its commitments to the WTO, particularly with
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regard to respect for the protection of intellectual property, by signing the customs
cooperation agreement, which was a very positive factor towards greater efficiency
in the fight against copyright infringement.

Q cooperation on the issue of readmission of illegal immigrants, which China had
made dependent on a reduction in visa procedures for visitors and legal immigrants
(which raised issues within the competence of the Member States).

Q the EU restated its support for the ‘one China’ principle, but stressed that the two
parties should act positively in this regard and make concrete moves towards
reconciliation. The EU therefore specified that, inasmuch as it was anxious that
Taipei did not take any stands that could lead to an increased probability of a
proclamation of independence, it equally disapproved of aggressive moves and
declarations from Peking.

The following members spoke:

Mr Watson, on measures by the Commission to carry the actions and programmes with
China through to a successful conclusion, on EU support for local democracy and on
China's participation in Galileo. Response: Commission personnel had been concentrated
mainly on cooperation programmes, which, without a doubt, had been somewhat to the
detriment of commercial and political activity. The programme to support local democracy
had had major difficulties in getting off the ground, but had been operational since spring
2004 and was currently very active. Chinese participation in Galileo was strictly confined to
the civil area.

Mrs Roure, on environmental questions; Mr Rémond admitted that cooperation had been
rather limited in this area due to a long-standing lack of interest on the part of the Chinese,
but said that interest had begun to be shown.

Mr Mavrommatis, on the human rights dialogue and the Olympic Games in 2008.

Mrs Kauppi, on the Erasmus Mundus programme, and on the difficulties that European
students had in gaining access to Chinese universities, as well as the handling of individual
cases of human rights violations in the dialogue. Response: the Erasmus Mundus
programme was a first step intended to rectify somewhat the glaring imbalance between the
number of Chinese students studying in the United States as compared to those coming to
Europe (ratio of 1 to 10), but this was only the first step. The individual cases had been
investigated systematically, but without having been publicised.

Mrs Gebhardt, on the Chinese position in the human rights dialogue and on copyright
infringement.

Mrs Doyle, to criticise the EU's excessive discretion on the issue of human rights and on the
Chinese position regarding the Kyoto protocol.

Mr Chatzimarkakis, on cooperation in research and Chinese financial participation in
Galileo.

Mr Roucek on the promotion of Chinese tourism in Europe and on the effects of the end of
the Multifibre Agreement on the European textile industry. Mr Rémond referred to the
agreement on tourist visas which had come into force during the year and to the export tax
measures which China had voluntarily introduced on certain textile exports, particularly to
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avoid excessive competitive pressure on the least developed countries (in particular in the
region: Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh).

Mr Turmes, on environmental regulations and the Chinese energy efficiency policy, being
concerned at the lack of cooperation with the EU on the matter.

5. Calendar of meetings for 2005
The calendar was confirmed.
6. Other business
No other business.
7. Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the delegation would be held on 10 March 2005 in Strasbourg.

The meeting closed at 12.38.
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