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The meeting opened at 17.35, with Ms Gruber (Chairperson)in the Chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 365.464)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting on 16 November 2005 (PE 365.460)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chairperson's announcements

The Chair informed the Members about the following:

Ø Saudi Arabia:

Situation of women: several, albeit small, positive signs:

• Following in the footsteps of 2 businesswomen who won seats in the Jeddah 
chamber of Commerce, and of an architect who got elected to the engineers' 
syndicate in December, 6 women have now launched their campaigns in the 
elections for the board of the Eastern Province Chamber of Commerce.

• Women can at last receive their personal ID without the consent of a male 
guardian. Thousands are rushing to get them -- often for practical reasons as, for 
years now, the practice for a woman to prove her identity was to bring 2 men, not 
necessarily relatives, as witnesses. This allowed widespread fraud.

• 60% of Saudis favor allowing women to drive; the fact that this result was 
published in the usually not strikingly courageous local press suggests prior high-
level approval.

• Early January: for the first time, the authorities made an exception to the rule that 
women and men don't mix in public and allowed Swedish female soccer fans who 
live in the kingdom to attend a friendly match between the 2 countries.

Ø United Arab Emirates:

• Relations between Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are moving towards a 
crisis because of a growing dispute over the Al-Shibah oil field. The UAE has decided to 
alter the official maps pertaining to its border with Saudi Arabia in order to include the 
oilfield, which has estimated reserves of around 15 billion barrels.

• Following the death of his brother, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum became 
on Jan. 4 the new ruler of Dubai, one of the 7 emirates of the UAE federation. The new 
ruler has for a long time been considered the "real boss" in this city-emirate, and is seen 
as trying to project an image of a modernist moderate Arab leader.
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Ø Yemen:

• Mid January: clashes between troops and slain cleric's followers left 20 dead, including 
eight soldiers. Fighting is reported to be continued in Saada (north Yemen). The clashes 
began when the followers of late al-Hawthi, who was known for his anti-American 
views, insisted on celebrating a religious event on Wednesday despite a government ban.  
President Ali Abdullah Saleh pardoned several of Al-Hawthi's imprisoned followers late 
last year, but tribal officials argue that the detainees have not been released.

• President Ali Abdullah Saleh ordered security forces to arrest the abductors of a former 
German diplomat and his family, released a day earlier, and pledged to fight foreign 
hostage taking "like we fight terrorism". Tribesmen frequently kidnap tourists in an 
attempt to force concessions from the government. Hostages are usually released 
unharmed.

• An official source has denied that the United States had requested permission from 
Yemen to open a secret detention centre.

4. Exchange of views on the visit of the delegation to Kuwait (November 2005)

Ms GRUBER announced that the report on the visit of the Delegation has been drafted 
and is available in German. Translations will be sent electronically to Members as soon 
as they are available and before the next meeting of the Delegation. 

Following the passing away of Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmead al-Sabah, the new ruler of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah was sworn in by the Parliament on Sunday 29 
January. 

The new emir, Sheikh Sabah, has been Prime Minister since 2003. Seen as a reformist 
and a proponent of women's rights, he now has one year to choose the new Crown Prince, 
his own successor. 

5. Preparation of the visit of the Delegation to Yemen (April 2006), in presence of H.E. 
the Ambassador Jaffer H. M. Jaffer

The Chair proposed to consider planning the visit to Yemen between the 19th and the 
30th of May 2006 and gave the floor to the Ambassador of Yemen, M. Jaffer H. M. 
JAFFER, to comment upon the recent clashes in Yemen and their reasons.

M. JAFFER began by showing his appreciation for the invitation and for the objective of 
the Delegation to keep Interparliamentary meetings on a regular basis. The visit of the 
Delegation will be an opportunity for the EP to appraise the real situation and challenges 
Yemen, the least developed country of the Gulf, faces; an income of less than 500 USD 
per capita, an illiteracy rate of 50% and an unemployment rate of 25 %. This difficult 
situation has been exacerbated by the Gulf war. Furthermore, the war against terrorism is 
also taking place in Yemen, due to the return of many Yemen Mujaehdins from 
Afghanistan.
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Nevertheless, Yemen also knows successes: good chances for women, who enjoy voting 
rights, can be elected, and count Ministers and Ambassadors in their ranks. Democracy, 
enshrined by the Sana'a Declaration, commended by the EP, is also being strengthened in 
the country. Yet M. JAFFER took the opportunity to ask for further EU involvement so 
as to help fighting terrorism and maintain the stability, and the democratic character, of 
the country.

Replying to M. LAGENDIJK, M. JAFFER insisted that terrorism in Yemen is mainly an
imported problem, as local fanatics get support from abroad. While M. LAGENDIJK, to 
some extent, may be right in arguing that a causal link may exist between terrorism and 
dissatisfaction with the government, M. JAFFER underlined that as Yemen is a very poor 
country, often the government is simply not able to provide with the social services (i.e. 
education and health services) one could hope for. The result is often a low-intensity form 
of terrorism, by local tribes which, regrettably, use the weapon of kidnappings in order to 
attract attention. But the fact remains that Yemen is less affected by the extreme violence 
that can be found in much wealthier neighbouring countries.

The Chair proceeded by bringing up the Sana'a Declaration and asking the Ambassador 
for his expectations of the involvement of the EU in the situation in Yemen. 

M. JAFFER explained that there will be Presidential elections held in September, 
preceded by local elections. These reflect the current attempt to achieve a democratic 
decentralisation process. Yemen would therefore require advice and guidance from the 
EU in order achieve fair and transparent elections; for instance, help could be needed in 
order to organise the way the free press operates in the context of pre-electoral activity. 

6 Any other business

No discussion took place on this point.

7. Date and place of next meetings

The scheduled days for the next meetings during the first semester 2006 are as follows:
Monday the 20th of March, 15.00-16.00, ASP 5E-2
Thursday the 1st of June, 16.15-17.15, ASP 5E-2
Tuesday the 11th of July, 16.15-17.15, ASP 5E-2

The Chair expressed, however, her concern over the new rules according to which the 
Delegation can no longer meet in Strasbourg, as the result is that meetings in Brussels, 
when organised on Mondays or late Thursdays, can be problematic for many members. 
She therefore promised to Members she would fight for more appropriate time-slots. 

The meeting closed at 18.13
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