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The meeting opened at 4.25 p.m. with Mrs Rudi Ubeda, chairwoman, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 376.091)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 23 March 2006 (PE 372.923)

The minutes were duly approved.

3. Chairwoman's announcements

Ø The European Summit conclusions adopted on 16 June contained a chapter concerning 

immigration problems:

- the European Council welcomed the specific cooperation measures adopted by 

the Commission, the European Frontiers Agency (Frontex) and certain Member 

States as a result of the recent situation in the Canaries and the Mediterranean. 

The Council had called for enhanced efforts on maritime operational cooperation 

with a view to developing adequate surveillance capacities at the sea borders as 

well as on the establishment of Rapid Border Intervention teams.

- The Council likewise underlined the priority of enhancing cooperation on 

migration with African and neighbouring countries and called for a balanced 

dialogue on migration with African States, regional organisations and the 

African Union through a pan-African conference on migration and development.

- The Council likewise welcomed the Euro-African Ministerial Conference in 

Rabat, and other conferences with a specific regional focus, as steps towards a 

regular comprehensive dialogue with African countries as well as the launching 

of an EU-ACP dialogue on migration (on the basis of Article 13 of the Cotonou 

Agreement).
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- The Council looked forward to the presentation by the Commission at its 

December 2006 meeting of its report on action following the Hampton Court 

meeting on immigration and security;

Ø Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner and the Algerian Foreign Minister, Mohamed 

Bedjaoui, met in Brussels on 16 May during the meeting of the first EU-Algeria 

Association Council. The Council supported the political decision to establish a 

working programme for implementing various sections of the Association Agreement 

which had come into force on 1 September 2005. Various fields for cooperation were 

identified, including administrative reform, developing the economy, movement of 

persons, education, research, energy and the fight against terrorism;

Ø The Libyan Court which should the previous Tuesday have recommenced the 

proceedings against the Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctor accused of having 

spread the AIDS virus and helped to infect young children in the hospital in Bengasi 

had postponed its deliberations. The Hearing would be taking place that day, 20 June.

4. Exchange of views on the visit to Mauritania by a working party of the delegation 
from 3 to 5 May 2006

The Chairwoman welcomed the Mauritanian Ambassador, Mr Ould Khalifa, who 
thanked the delegation for its visit to Mauritania, and fully endorsed the report and its 
conclusions. He said that the referendum on the constitution would be held the 
following Sunday. As regards relations with the EU, he alluded to the difficulties in
reaching a fisheries agreement.

The Chairwoman said that an ad hoc delegation would probably travel to Mauritania 
on 15 November 2006 to observe the parliamentary elections.

5. The issue of immigration. Exchange of views with Mr Peter Bosch, Head of the 
Immigration and Asylum Unit of the European Commission's DG Justice, Freedom 
and Security

Mr Bosch underlined the following:

• the Commission was calling for solidarity amongst Member States, because it 
was not only the countries of the southern shore of the Mediterranean which 
were affected by the problems of migration;
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• the Commission was working closely with Spain but also with Mauritania, for 
example, on this issue;

• an action programme would be discussed at Rabat on 10 and 11 July 2006;
• those countries which had introduced refugee camps were solely responsible 

for this; the Commission could try to introduce common standards.

Mr Sonik, Mr Medina Ortega and Mr Busuttil spoke.
The Mauritanian Ambassador pointed out that Mauritania was merely a transit country 
and that the refugees trying to reach Spain were not Mauritanians.

6. Activities of the delegation during the second half of 2006

The calendar for the second half of 2006 was handed out.

7. Any other business

There was no other business.

8. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would probably take place on 6 September in Strasbourg with a 
view to preparing for the arrival of a delegation from the Algerian Parliament.

*  *
*

The meeting closed at 5.25 p.m.
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