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The meeting opened at 09.10 on Wednesday, 28 February 2007, under the Chairmanship of
Mr Tomas Savi, first Vice-Chair.

1.  Adoption of the draft agenda
The draft agenda (PE 383.696) was adopted without modifications.
2.  Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting on 16 November 2006

The draft minutes of the meeting on 16 November 2006 (PE 383.669) were adopted without
modifications.

3. Communications by the Chairman

The Chair informed the Delegation that, on 28 February-1 March, the Parliamentary
Conference on the Northern Dimension would take place in the European Parliament in
Brussels. Members were warmly invited to take part.

4.  Briefing by the Commission on EU/Canada relations

Mr Ellis Matthews, form the Canada desk at Commission DG RELEX, briefed the Delegation
on the "State of play" with regard to EU/Canada relations.

He mentioned in particular that:

- the Summit scheduled for the Finnish Presidency couldn't finally take place. The next
Summit meeting was now scheduled for the first week of June,

- important initiatives had been concluded recently, including the signature of the Education
Cooperation agreement,

- cooperation in the security area included Afghanistan, justice reform, election observation,

- with regard to economic/trade issues, the Doha Development Round, the Trade and
Investment Enhancement Agreement, the air transport agreement constituted priorities,

- cooperation with regard to energy, research, climate change was also a "hot topic",

- the visa issue was still on the table with regard to all new Member States" nationals (except
Slovenia and Estonia),

- the Commission was preparing an "objective study" on the animal welfare aspects of seal
hunting.

The following took part in the discussion: the Chairman, O' Neachtain, Lehtinen.

Mr Matthews answered questions in particular on:
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- possibilities for developing a "Northern Dimension Action plan",
- the status of airports duty-free sales in the context of the air transport agreement,
- the content of the Education and Culture agreement.

Ms Revil, from the Mission of Canada to the EU, gave also information on Canadian
budgetary expenditure for Afghanistan.

5.  Future activities of the Delegation

The Chairman indicated that a dinner in honour of the Ambassador of Canada, Mr Hornby,
would be organized in Strasbourg during the April session. Members would be informed on
the next days about the exact date

6.  Any other business

None

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting was scheduled for 27 June 2007 at 10.15 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 09.30.
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