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The meeting opened at 11.30 with Mr Raimon Obiols i Germà, chairman, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chairman’s announcements

In the presence of Central American Vice-Ministers for Economic Integration:

3. Negotiations between the EU and Central American countries

The chairman gave the floor to Mr Lacs Palomo, the Vice-Minister representing Guatemala, the 
country holding the pro tempore presidency, who thanked the European Parliament for its 
support for the EU-Central America negotiations and for the expectations raised by the recent 
G-20 meeting in Heiligendamm. He also mentioned the state of the regional customs union.

Mr Meyer and Ms Estrela, MEPs, spoke about the timetable for completing the customs union in 
Central America and the priorities for the forthcoming Portuguese EU presidency.

The Vice-Ministers from Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama, Ms Pacheco, Ms Rojas, and 
Ms Vergara, spoke about the progress of regional integration, the role of civil society and the 
business world in fostering integration, and regional inequalities.

Ms Ayala, MEP, spoke about civil society participation and the Doha negotiations; the Honduran 
Vice-Minister, Mr Rosa Celaya, spoke about the G8 priorities in relation to Africa.

4. Other business

There was no other business.

*
* *

The meeting closed at 12.50.
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