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MINUTES
of the meeting of 23 September 2008, from 15.00 to 16.00

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.02 on Tuesday, 23 September 2008, with Seán Ó Neachtain 
(Chairman) in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda PE 409.227

The draft agenda was adopted without modifications.

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting of 3 June 2008 PE 405.688

Mr BRADBOURN asked to rectify the draft minutes insofar that he did not propose to 
discuss with the Canadian side "air traffic related issues" but more precisely the issue of PNR 
(Passenger Names Record). The rectified minutes were approved.

3. Communications by the Chairman

None.

4. Exchange of views on the upcoming visit to Canada (28 October - 2 November 2008) 
in view of the Canadian elections taking place on 14 October

The Chairman informed the Members that, due to the elections taking place in Canada on 
October 14, interparliamentary meetings could not take place as parliamentary committees 
and delegations will not yet have been formed.

Nevertheless it was brought to the attention of the delegation that the invitation from the 
Canadian side still stands and that they would welcome the visit.

This would be the last possibility for the delegation to travel during this legislature; the last 
visit to Canada took place in 2006.

Even if official meetings with committees would not be possible, there is a possibility that 
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meetings could be arranged with newly elected Parliamentarians in 
Ottawa/Vancouver/Whitehorse, where the delegation could also meet with high officials from 
ministries.

These meetings would be of high importance for the delegation as the EU-Canada Summit 
will have taken place on October 17.

The Deputy Ambassador took the floor informing Members that it would be very unlikely for 
the delegation to meet with Committees or members but that meetings with high officials 
could be arranged.

Messrs. BRADBOURN, MIKOLÁSIK, MEDINA, DOVER and Ms SCHIERHUBER took 
the floor in the discussion that followed. All speakers were positive about the visit of the 
delegation during the scheduled period.

Mr MEDINA proposed furthermore to invite a delegation from the Canadian Parliament 
before the end of the legislature.

The Chairman concluded that a unanimous decision had been taken with regard to the visit to 
Canada and that a visit from the Canadian side could be arranged in the premises of the 
European Parliament before the end of the legislature.

The deadline for the inscription of Members wishing to travel to Canada was set at 25 
September.

5. Any other business

The representative of the Commission took the floor giving some information on the 
preparation of the EU-Canada summit foreseen on 17 October. He described the preparation 
as going well, agreements have been reached on terrorism and Afghanistan whereas some 
points with regard to the trade agreement are still to be settled.

6. Date and place of next meeting

The date and place of the next meeting will be communicated to the Members by e-mail.

The meeting closed at 15.22.
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