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MINUTES
of the meeting of 4 December 2008, from 15.00 to 16.00

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.07 on Thursday, 4 December 2008, with Vittorio Prodi (Chairman)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE414.667)

The draft agenda was agreed.

2. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair welcomed to the meeting:
- Ambassador SOOKLAL and his staff from the South African Embassy

- Ms Miriam BREWKA, from the European Commission DG Development; Ms BREWKA is 
the successor of M. Mark LEYSEN, who has not moved very far as he is now the desk officer 
for Botswana and Namibia. M. PRODI expressed his conviction that the Delegation would 
continue to benefit from the excellent cooperation always have enjoyed from the South Africa 
Desk of the DG Development.

M. PRODI further informed Members that an IPM (working group of 5 Members) is 
tentatively planned from 23rd to 27th February 2009. The other week dedicated to "external 
parliamentary activities" in the 1st semester falls from 6 to 10 April --- which is unrealistic 
given the proximity of the South African elections.

3. Adoption of the Report on the EP/South Africa IPM, 8 to 10 July 2008, in Strasbourg

The report was adopted without changes.
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4. Exchange of views on the Bureau Visit to South Africa,  10 to 13 October 2008, Cape 
Town

The Chair informed Members that a short mission of the Bureau took place in early October 
in Cape Town.

This proved an excellent opportunity for the Bureau to be extremely thoroughly briefed in situ 
on the political situation in South Africa and the challenges faced by the country, during 2 ½ 
days of meetings. This allowed an exchange views with various think tanks, as the Institute 
for Justice and Reconciliation, the South African Institute for International Affairs, the
Institute for Security Studies, IDASA, the Institute of Chinese Studies of the University of 
Stellenbosch; the issue of Climate Change was tackled during meetings with regional 
authorities.  Many thanks are due to the European Commission Delegation, in particular Mr 
Andrea Rossi, which managed building an impressive programme in a short time.

This trip also coincided with the, now confirmed, split within the ANC party - and with the 
appearance of a new party led by former  Defence Minister Mosiuoa Lekota following the 
resignation of President Thabo Mbeki and the swearing-in of M. Kgalema Motlanthe as 
caretaker President of the country. These were therefore very special times for South African 
politics.

Ambassador SOOKLAL stressed that South Africa enjoys a vibrant civil society, and was 
happy that President PRODI, during his first visit of the country, had a first hand opportunity 
to witness this. He further referred to the nascent EU/SA strategic partnership, reminding that 
the "the EU remains our foremost partner" and that the EU/SA summit organised during the 
French presidency at Bordeaux proved this. 

Ambassador SOOKLAL recalled, however, the ambitious Final Declaration signed by both 
EP and SA delegations which called for the formal upgrading of EP/SA interparliamentary 
dialogue and the creation of a joint parliamentary committee which would ensure 
parliamentary oversight and expressed the hope that things would now start moving at a faster 
pace. Parliamentary oversight is necessary in order to properly implement the joint action 
plan.

The Ambassador further described in detail the latest political developments in South Africa, 
and in particular the situation vis à vis the launching of new political forces such as the 
"congress of the people": this should be seen as a healthy sign of a diverse democracy; while 
the date of the next general elections has still not been decided, they could take place between 
late March and early April. 

M. GAHLER further took the floor to brief Members on the results of the official visit of 
President POETTERING in the region, whom he had accompanied in his capacity of 
President of the EP Delegation for relations with the Pan African Parliament. M. GAHLER 
also underlined that the dire (and worsening) situation in Zimbabwe had been discussed - and 
thanked Ambassador SOOKLAL for his "mild wake up call" on the need to formalise EP-SA 
parliamentary relations, as he agreed it was "very important to maintain direct bilateral links 
with our strategic partners".  
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From the European Commission, Ms BREWKA referred to a "very fruitful year 2008 for 
EU/SA relations", as the Bordeaux summit had been a landmark, giving a new impetus to 
political dialogue - "a quality step forward". Sectoral cooperation with SA is also taking place 
intensively, with many new themes being addressed: energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
migration issues, space policy, health, customs, statistics... Nonetheless, tramsport/air service 
agreements, as well as the ratification of the revision of the TDCA, remain outstanding issues. 
Likewise, trade is likely "to continue to keep us busy".

5. Any other business

No issues were raised.

6. Date and place of the next meeting 

To be announced electronically. 

The meeting closed at 15.50.
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