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MINUTES
of the meeting of 11 December 2008, from 11.30 h to 12.30 h

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 12.30 on Thursday, 11 December 2008, with Hartmut Nassauer 
(Chairman) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 414.665) 2

2. Chairman's announcements 2

3. Exchange of views on the working programme for 2009 2

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr. Pisan MANAWAPAT, Ambassador of the 2
Kingdom of Thailand

5. Exchange of views with the Commission in view of the 7th EP/Vietnam 2
Interparliamentary Meeting on 18 December 2008 in Strasbourg

6. Any other business 2

7. Date and place of the next meeting 3
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1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 414.665)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chairman's announcements

No observations.

3. Exchange of views on the working programme for 2009

The Chairman informs Members about the proposal to organise an inter-parliamentary 
meeting with Indonesia during the week of 23-27 February 2009, in Jakarta, and to visit EU-
funded projects in Aceh.

If possible, this delegation should also visit Thailand in the course of 2009.

The proposals by the Chairman were endorsed by Members.

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr. Pisan MANAWAPAT, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Thailand

The Ambassador gave an overview of the latest developments in Thailand, and thanked the 
European Parliament for the support given during this difficult period. In particular, the 
Ambassador underlined the non-violent character of the demonstrations and the fact that at no 
point in time foreign visitors or foreign investment had been at risk. The new government 
coalition will face the challenge of bringing national reconciliation and take the necessary 
measures to tackle the worsening economic outlook for 2009. The Ambassador also reported 
on the decision to postpone the ASEAN summit meeting in Bangkok, which may now take 
place during the week of 23-27 February 2009.

The following Members participated in the exchange of views: CORDA, POMÈS RUIZ, 
MAATEN and the Chairman.

5. Exchange of views with the Commission in view of the 7th EP/Vietnam 
Interparliamentary Meeting on 18 December 2008 in Strasbourg

The representative of the European Commission, Mr Philippe Van Amersfoort, gave an 
overview of current EU-Vietnam relations. In this context, he reported in particular on the 
state of negotiations on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and on the ongoing EU-
ASEAN negotiations.

The Chairman referred to Parliament's resolution of 22nd October 2008 on EU-Vietnam 
relations and the concern expressed by Parliament therein on the human rights situation.

The following Members participated in the exchange of views: CORDA, MAATEN, 
CAPPATO, POMÉS RUIZ and the Chairman.

6. Any other business

No observations.
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7. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 20 January 2009 at 15.00-16.00 hrs in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 12.35 hrs.
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