
 

Newsletter
16-19 September 2019
Strasbourg plenary session
 
EP set to approve Christine Lagarde as next European Central Bank
Chief  
Christine Lagarde is expected to obtain the approval of Parliament as the next ECB
chief in a plenary vote on Tuesday. 
 
 
Brexit: Parliament to discuss the current state of play with Michel
Barnier 
On Wednesday, 18 September, MEPs will debate and vote on the state of play of the
UK’s withdrawal from the EU.
 
 
Foreign electoral interference and spread of disinformation in
Europe 
Fake news and interference in the democratic processes in Europe will be discussed
on Tuesday at 15:00.
 
 
MEPs to discuss Amazon forest fires  
The situation and destruction of forests worldwide, as well as in the EU, will be debated
with Council and Commission on Monday and Tuesday afternoon. 
 
 
Plant patents: exempt naturally obtained products 
MEPs will quiz the EU Commission on Monday on how to ensure that products
obtained from essentially biological processes, such as crossing, cannot be patented.
 
 
 
 
Climate action summit: debate with the Commission 
Parliament will call on the EU to deliver on a pledge for a carbon neutral Europe by
2050.
 
 
Debate on the situation in Hong Kong 
MEPs will discuss the latest developments in Hong Kong on Monday evening in the
plenary chamber in Strasbourg.
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Vote on a €100 million boost for research and Erasmus programmes
 
  
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve a €100 million top-up for the EU’s research
programmes (€80 million for Horizon 2020) and youth mobility (€20 million for
Erasmus+).
 
 
Nearly €300 million in EU aid after 2018 floods in Austria, Italy,
Romania 
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve €293.5 million in EU Solidarity Fund aid
following extreme weather events in Austria, Italy and Romania in 2018.
 
 
 
 
MEPs to debate Kashmir and the security situation in Burkina Faso
 
  
MEPs will debate several topical foreign policy issues in Strasbourg on Tuesday
afternoon.
 
 
Anti-money laundering rules need to be properly implemented  
Anti-money laundering rules need coordinated and speedy implementation, MEPs are
set to say during a debate with the Council and the Commission on Wednesday. 
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions  
Parliament will hold debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule of law
topics on Thursday 19 September, at around 09.00, with the votes following at 12.00.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/agenda/briefing/2019-09-16
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Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Watch last minute session briefing - 16 September - 16.30
Final draft agenda
EP Live
EbS+
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub

Natalie Kate KONTOULIS
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 43562 (BXL)
(+32) 470 88 37 82
natalie.kontoulis@europarl.europa.eu
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20190916-1600-SPECIAL-UNKN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/infos-details.html?id=17301&type=Flash
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/ebs/live/2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.epnewshub.eu


EP set to approve Christine Lagarde as next
European Central Bank Chief 
 
Christine Lagarde is expected to obtain the approval of
Parliament as the next ECB chief in a plenary vote on
Tuesday. 
 
Ms Lagarde has already held an exchange of views in the Economic and Monetary Affairs
committee at a public hearing last week. The plenary will also hold a debate on her suitability for
the position ahead of the vote on Tuesday morning.
 
The European Parliament gives a non-binding opinion on whether or not a candidate is suitable
to fill the role of President of the ECB, with the final decision taken by the European Council.
She is due to replace the current incumbent, Mario Draghi.
 
Procedure: Consultation
 
2019/0810(NLE)
 
Debate/vote: Tuesday, 17 September
 
Further information
Draft report on the appointment of the President of the European Central Bank

Press release on committee vote (04.09.2019)

Procedure file

Opening statement of Christine Lagarde to MEPs of the economic and Monetary Affairs
committee

Written replies of Christine Lagarde to questions from MEPs
Audio-visual package on Christine Lagarde in the European Parliament
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/0810(NLE)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0008_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0008_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190904IPR60306/economics-and-monetary-affairs-committee-recommend-lagarde-for-ecb-president
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190904IPR60306/economics-and-monetary-affairs-committee-recommend-lagarde-for-ecb-president
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/0810(NLE)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/0810(NLE)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/186560/Opening%20Statement%20by%20Christine%20Lagarde%20to%20the%20ECON%20Committee-original.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/186560/Opening%20Statement%20by%20Christine%20Lagarde%20to%20the%20ECON%20Committee-original.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/186560/Opening%20Statement%20by%20Christine%20Lagarde%20to%20the%20ECON%20Committee-original.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ECON/PR/2019/09-04/1187645EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/christine-lagarde-nominated-as-president-of-european-central-bank_12702_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/christine-lagarde-nominated-as-president-of-european-central-bank_12702_pk


Brexit: Parliament to discuss the current state of
play with Michel Barnier
 
On Wednesday, 18 September, MEPs will debate and vote
on the state of play of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.
 
Following a decision of the 10 April 2019 European Council Special Summit, the UK is set to
leave the EU by 31 October.
 
To enter into force, any withdrawal agreement between the European Union and the United
Kingdom needs to be approved by the European Parliament by a simple majority of votes cast (
Article 50 (2) of the Treaty on European Union).
 
A draft motion for resolution will  be debated and put to the vote on Wednesday lunchtime
following the debate.
 
Council and Commission statements (with resolution)
 
2019/2023(BUD)
 
Debate/vote: Wednesday, 18 September
 
Further information
EP resolutions and composition of the EP Brexit Steering group
More information
More information

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12012M050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181123BKG20009/ep-press-kit-for-the-european-council-eu27-of-25-november-2018/1/brexit-steering-group-and-parliament-s-resolutions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/brexit_13108_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/brexit_13108_pk


Foreign electoral interference and spread of
disinformation in Europe
 
Fake news and interference in the democratic processes in
Europe will be discussed on Tuesday at 15:00.
 
MEPs will hold a debate on foreign electoral interference and disinformation in national and
European democratic processes, as they threaten the stability of political systems in member
states  and  the  cohesion  of  European integration.  A  resolution  will  be  put  to  the  vote  on
Thursday.
 
The  EU  is  considering  how  to  counter  cyber-attacks,  propaganda  campaigns  and
misinformation  from  non-EU  countries.
 
In December 2018, the European Commission published an Action Plan against Disinformation
and in March this year, the Parliament adopted a resolution pointing at Russia, along with
China, Iran and North Korea, as the main source of disinformation in Europe.
 
Council and Commission statements (with resolution)
 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 17 September
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 September
 
Further information
Commission Communication : Report on the implementation of the Action Plan Against
Disinformation, 14.06.2019

Commission Communication: Action Plan Against Disinformation, 05.12.2018

Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/action_plan_against_disinformation.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0187_EN.html?redirect
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/joint_report_on_disinformation.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/joint_report_on_disinformation.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/joint_report_on_disinformation.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/action_plan_against_disinformation.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/action_plan_against_disinformation.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/anti-eu-propaganda_13107_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/anti-eu-propaganda_13107_pk


MEPs to discuss Amazon forest fires 
 
The situation and destruction of forests worldwide, as well
as in the EU, will be debated with Council and Commission
on Monday and Tuesday afternoon. 
 
In July, the European Commission adopted a communication setting out a new framework
outlining action to be taken to protect  and restore the world’s  forests,  which host  80% of
biodiversity on land, support the livelihoods of around a quarter of the world's population, and
are vital to efforts to fight climate change.
 
The situation of EU forests will be discussed on Monday, after the opening of the session.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debates: Monday, 16 September and Tuesday, 17 September
 
Further information
Press release by the European Commission - Commission steps up EU action to protect and
restore the world's forests
Communication (2019) on stepping up EU action to protect and restore the world’s forests

Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-2019-stepping-eu-action-protect-and-restore-worlds-forests_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_4470
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_4470
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-2019-stepping-eu-action-protect-and-restore-worlds-forests_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-2019-stepping-eu-action-protect-and-restore-worlds-forests_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/climate-change_13104_pk


Plant patents: exempt naturally obtained
products
 
MEPs will quiz the EU Commission on Monday on how to
ensure that products obtained from essentially biological
processes, such as crossing, cannot be patented.
 
 
 
The  debate  comes  ahead  of  the  1  October  deadline  for  submitting  statements  on  the
patentability of naturally obtained plants to the final appellate instance in the European Patent
Office (EPO).
 
In a non-legislative resolution, to be put to the vote on Thursday, Parliament may reiterate its
previous calls for barrier-free access to plant breeding material, which is needed to promote
innovation, genetic variation of crops and EU citizens’ health.
 
Background
 
The European Patent Office’s (EPO) Enlarged Board of Appeal decided in March 2015 in the
tomato (G0002/12) and broccoli  (G0002/13) cases that products obtained from essentially
biological processes, such as crossing, can obtain patent protection. The European Parliament
responded in  December  2015 with  a  non-binding resolution demanding that  EU rules  be
clarified and reiterating its objection, from May 2012, to patentability of products derived from
conventional breeding.
 
After the European Commission intervened in November 2016, the EPO amended its policy so
as not to grant patents on products obtained from essentially biological breeding processes.
However,  the EPO’s Technical  Board of  Appeal  rejected this decision in December 2018,
arguing that the European Patent Convention takes precedence over EPO’s implementing rules.
 
The final judgement should come from the EPO’s Enlarged Board of Appeal.* * *
 
Procedure: Oral question for the Commission, with non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Monday, 16 September
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 September 
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https://www.epo.org/law-practice/case-law-appeals/pdf/g120002ex1.pdf
https://www.epo.org/law-practice/case-law-appeals/pdf/g130002ex1.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20151210IPR06813/safeguard-farmers-traditional-plant-breeding-rights-say-meps
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0473_EN.html?redirect
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2012-0202&language=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016XC1108%2801%29&from=EN
https://www.epo.org/news-issues/news/2017/20170629.html
http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/426B74FD32463ACEC1258398003EA3F4/$File/T_1063-18_en.pdf


Further information
Oral question for the Commission
Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html?tabType=oq#sidesForm
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Climate action summit: debate with the
Commission
 
Parliament will call on the EU to deliver on a pledge for a
carbon neutral Europe by 2050.
 
The Climate Action Summit, convened by United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres,
will take place on Saturday, 21 September at the United Nations Headquarters in New York,
until Monday, 23 September.
 
At the summit, UN countries and stakeholders will discuss ways to accelerate climate action,
ahead of the COP25 UNFCCC climate talks to take place in Chile in December.
 
In March, the European Parliament called on EU countries to endorse a net-zero greenhouse
gas  emissions  target  by  2050  scenario  proposed  by  the  European  Commission  in  a
communication.
 
Commission statement
 
Debate: Tuesday 17 September
 
 
 
LINKS 
 
Further information
Press release (14.03.2019) Climate change: Parliament’s blueprint for long-term CO2 cuts

European Commission communication: a clean planet for all
Visit by Greta THUNBERG, young climate activist from Sweden, to the EP

Free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

10 I 17

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30745/climate-change-parliament-s-blueprint-for-long-term-co2-cuts
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30745/climate-change-parliament-s-blueprint-for-long-term-co2-cuts
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2050_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30745/climate-change-parliament-s-blueprint-for-long-term-co2-cuts
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30745/climate-change-parliament-s-blueprint-for-long-term-co2-cuts
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0773
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/visit-by-greta-thunberg-young-climate-activist-from-sweden-to-ep_11806_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/visit-by-greta-thunberg-young-climate-activist-from-sweden-to-ep_11806_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/climate-change_13104_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/climate-change_13104_pk


Debate on the situation in Hong Kong
 
MEPs will discuss the latest developments in Hong Kong
on Monday evening in the plenary chamber in Strasbourg.
 
The former British colony has seen a wave of street protests and violent clashes over the
summer, ever since the Hong Kong Executive in April proposed a new law that would have
allowed criminal suspects to be extradited to mainland China. On 4 September, Hong Kong
leader Carrie Lam announced that she would withdraw the law completely.
 
The demonstrations have nevertheless continued,  with protesters now calling for  a much
broader range of democratic reforms and denouncing mainland China’s interference in Hong
Kong’s internal matters.
 
The agreement on Hong Kong’s autonomy (“one country, two systems principle”) that was
struck between the United Kingdom and China before the handover in 1997 is set to expire in
2047, leaving the future of the city uncertain.
 
Further information
Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-china_13106_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-china_13106_pk


Vote on a €100 million boost for research and
Erasmus programmes
 
 
 
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve a €100 million
top-up for the EU’s research programmes (€80 million for
Horizon 2020) and youth mobility (€20 million for
Erasmus+).
 
The European Parliament and the Council decided on the additional funds for research and
Erasmus in December 2018.
 
MEPs will  also vote on whether to return a €1.8 billion budget reflow from 2018 to the EU
member states, through a decrease in the countries’ contributions to the EU budget. This is an
annual budgetary exercise-whereby the funds stems from default interest and fines received by
the Commission, as well as under-implementation of the EU programmes.
 
Procedure: Budgetary procedure
 
Procedures: 2019/2021(BUD)  surplus of the financial year 2018 and 2019/2022(BUD) - Horizon
2020/Erasmus+
 
 
Vote: Wednesday, 18 September
 
Further information
Draft report - Horizon 2020/Erasmus+

Draft report - 2018 surplus
Press release on committee vote (03.09.2019)
Profile of rapporteur: John Howarth (S&D, UK)
Procedure file - Horizon 2020/Erasmus+
Procedure file - 2018 surplus

EP ThinkTank briefing “Erasmus+: More than just mobility”

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_2493
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639764_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639746_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639746_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/BUDG/PR/2019/09-03/1186382EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190902IPR60109/nearly-EU300-million-in-eu-aid-after-2018-floods-in-austria-italy-romania
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/188636
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2022(BUD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2021(BUD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2021(BUD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2019)640142
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2019)640142
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Nearly €300 million in EU aid after 2018 floods in
Austria, Italy, Romania
 
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve €293.5 million in
EU Solidarity Fund aid following extreme weather events in
Austria, Italy and Romania in 2018.
 
 
 
The €293.5 million in aid from the European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) breaks down as
follows: €277.2 million for Italy following heavy rains, strong winds, floods and landslides in the
autumn of 2018, €8.1 million for Austria following the same meteorological events and €8.2
million for the North East region in Romania after the summer 2018 floods.
 
More information here (Commission proposal) and in the EP draft report by rapporteur Siegfried
Muresan, (EPP, RO), who recommends approving the EUSF assistance.
 
Procedure: Budgetary procedure
 
2019/2023(BUD)
 
Vote: Wednesday, 18 September
 
 
 
Further information
Draft report

Press release on committee vote (03.09.2019)

Profile of rapporteur: Siegfried Muresan, (EPP, RO)
Procedure file
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index.cfm/en/funding/solidarity-fund/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52019PC0206
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639746_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2023(BUD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639746_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BUDG-PR-639746_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190902IPR60109/nearly-EU300-million-in-eu-aid-after-2018-floods-in-austria-italy-romania
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190902IPR60109/nearly-EU300-million-in-eu-aid-after-2018-floods-in-austria-italy-romania
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2023(BUD)&l=en
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


•
•

•

MEPs to debate Kashmir and the security
situation in Burkina Faso
 
 
 
MEPs will debate several topical foreign policy issues in
Strasbourg on Tuesday afternoon.
 
Up for discussion in the hemicycle will be:
 

The security situation in Burkina Faso, 
Recent developments in the political situation and the implementation of the peace
process in Colombia and
 
The situation in Kashmir.
 

The foreign affairs debates will kick off on Tuesday afternoon as the third item on the agenda,
following the Council and Commission statements on the “Amazon forest fires”.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
 
Debate: Tuesday, 17 September
 
Further information
Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Anti-money laundering rules need to be properly
implemented 
 
Anti-money laundering rules need coordinated and speedy
implementation, MEPs are set to say during a debate with
the Council and the Commission on Wednesday. 
 
MEPs  are  set  to  urge  the  member  states  to  implement  the  already  agreed  anti-money
laundering rules in national law. They see the lack of cooperation and poor information-sharing
between national authorities as the main obstacles to preventing money-laundering and criminal
financing in all member states.
 
MEPs might also stress the need to boost the European Banking Authority’s resources, the anti-
money laundering watchdog.
 
The vote on the resolution takes place on Thursday.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 18 September
 
Vote: Thursday, 19 September
 
Further information
EP Research in depth analysis: Money laundering - Recent cases from a EU banking
supervisory perspective

Communication from the commission to the European parliament towards better
implementation of the EU's anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism
framework

Commission: Factsheet on the main changes of the 5th Anti-Money Laundering Directive
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018L0843
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018L0843
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•

•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions 
 
Parliament will hold debates on the following human rights,
democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday 19
September, at around 09.00, with the votes following at
12.00.
 

 Situation in Turkey, notably the removal of elected mayors
 
Myanmar, notably the situation of the Rohingya 
Iran, notably the situation of women's rights defenders and imprisoned EU dual
nationals
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolutions
 
Debate: Thursday 19 September 
 
Vote: Thursday 19 September
 
Further information
Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•

•

•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Threats to the status of volunteer firefighters in the European Union, Commission
statement, debate Thursday  
Fight against cancer, topical debate Wednesday in the presence of Council  and
Commission 
Vice chair of Supervisory committee ECB Yves Mersch, appointment, vote Tuesday
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